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SERMON I. 
JOHN I. 1^ 2, 3, 4, 6. 

In the beginning txhis the Word^ and the Word tisas 
Tvith God J and the Word wa» God, The tame 
was in the beginning with God, All things were 
made by him ; and Tvithout him was not any thing 
made that was made. In him was life ; and the 
life was the light of men. And the light shineth 
in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it 
not. 

It was justly observed by the early fathers 
of the christian church, that three of the Evan- 
gelists, Matthew, Mark, and Luke, in their his- 
tory of Christ, began with his incarnation, then 
passed along through his life, his death, his resur- 
rection and his ascension to his divine glory in 
the heavens* They began with his humanity, 
and advanced to his divinity* .They found their 
Saviour on earth, and left him in heaven* While 
John first contemplates the Redeemer as the 
mighty God, then descending to earth, fo as- 
sume our nature, and make atonement for 
sin* He begins with him in heaven, then comet 
with him to earth. He first contemplates hit 
Lord as one with the father, afterwards, 
as a man of sorrows, wounded for our trans- 
gressions, dying that sinners may lifCf 

This thought is very useful in \e9dKn%i3& V.c^ ^ 
corrdct view of the plan of the g<o«^eVoi ^Ods 



It affords the true reason of the solemn, and 
jparentlj, abrupt manner, in which this gc 
is introduced. 

Another observation maybe made on th 
troduction of this gospel* The Evangelisi 
dentlyhad in his mind the beginning of the! 
of Genesis. The narrative of the creation hj 
ses is justly considered, merely as a samp 
composition, one of the highest efforts oi 
human mind, and might well be contempl 
as a pattern, by the succeeding writers o 
inspired scriptures* But there is a mon 
portant reason why this Apostle should 
iiad a reference to the Mosaic account o1 
creation in the beginning of his gospel. . 
ses gave a history of the material crea 
John was to give a history of the new crea 
the redemption of a Church by the Lord J< 
The Hebrew prophet has taught us how 
heavens and &ie earth rose out of chaos., 
beloved disciple has made known the : 
ner in which a holy people, meet for the 
vice of God, is to be raised from the rui 
sin. The former has made ar ecord of the 
of man by sin: the latter of his, glorious re< 
ry by grace. One gives a history of the ere 
of the first man, of his fatal apostacy, an< 
ruin of all his posterity. The other inforr 
.of the coming of the second Adam, of his i 
ry over sin, of his purpose to restore all the 
ofthe fall, and of the eternal glory of his n 
rous seed. The one records the dawn of 



for our guilty world, in the promise of the vic- 
tory of the seed of the woman : the other as- 
sures us that that promised seed has come, and 
has finished the work which was given him to 
do. Moses says, ^^ In the beginning God cre- 
mated the heaven and the earth.'' John says, 
^Mn the beginning was the Word, and the 
* Word was with God, and the Word was God.'^ 
He adds, ^^ All things were made by him.'^ 
Thus the same Creator that is introduced by 
the Hebrew shepherd as calling into being the 
heavens and the earth, is presented by the 
chosen disciple, as the Redeemer of lost men. 
The term Word, in the text, means Christ.^ 
TIus is evident from what is said in the succeed- 
ing explanation. Concerning the Word, the E- 
vangelist asserts, (verse 4)"In him was life; and 
Mhe life was the light of men." And (verse 14) 
* 'And the Word was made flesh and dwelt among 
•as, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the 
•only begotten of the Father,) full of grace audi 
*truth.'^ And (verse 17) speaking of the same 
person^ " For the law was given by Moses,, but 
*grace and truth came by Jesus Christ." Thia 
apostle speaks of Christ, in other instances, un- 
der the appellation of the Word. i.. John i. 1 . 
"That which was from the beginning, which we 
*have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, 
* — and our hands have handled of the Word of 
*life." And in the same epistle, (chap. 5, verse 
7,) " For there are three that bear record u\ 
^heaven^ the Father, the Word, ^xA ^Sa&'ft.^^ 



'OhosU" It it said of Christ, Rev. xix. IS, 
^^ And he was. clothed with a vesture dipped in 
^blood; and his iiame is called, the Word ^f 
God.''-r-We may add. thoo^ there have been 
great attempts to explBdn away, and pervert tibe 
natural meaning of me words of our text, yet it 
is generalljr admitted, on all hands, that it is 
Christ that is spdcen of under Ae denominatiMi 
of the Word. 

T*he iprincipal object of flie inspired evan* 
gelist, m the introduction of his gospel, is, 
undoubtedly, to declare the true character oT 
Obrist. He, therefore, asserts his divinity (q the 
fullest and plainest manner, and in various fepus 
of expression, declarixM| him to be eternal, to be 
God, the Creator of all things, inherently pos- 
sessed of life, and the author of all moral l^t 
bestowed upon men. 

The gospel of John was, evidently, written 
for the primary purpose of illustrating and 
confirming the great doctrine of the deiij qf 
Christ. It was written many years after the ofliec 
gospels, and as is generally understood, after die 
banishment of this apostle to the isle of Patmos, 
where he received and wrote the Revelation 
and after all the other apostles were dead; 
All the ancient ecclesiastical writers agree in 
the account that the apostle John saw the ottmr, 
gospels and approvM of fliem; but diM|^ 
some thingi farther oug^t to be recorded 6pK^ 
cernin^ Q^rist, particularly, with regani . to 
bis divinity. St. John then wrote his goqpe\ 



^nd did it under the immediate guidance of 
that divine Spirit who had expressly prom- 
ised to the apostles, to bring all things to their 
remembrance, and to guide them into all truth. 

The doctrine of the Trinity has ever been 
considered a fundamental doctrine of our holy 
religion. It was taught and believed by the 
holy prophets of God, it was taught and estab- 
lished by the Lord Jesus, it was uniformly in- 
culcated by his faithful apostles, and has been 
received and held, ever since, in the Christian 
church. It is true, it has been denied. Like 
all other of the important doctrines of divine 
revelation, that of the Trinity has usually had 
its opposers, and, at times, numbers, within the 
pale of the visible church, have refused to 
receive it as the truth of God. This doctrine was 
opposed by certain heretics at an early period 
of the christian chnrch, and has had its enemies 
more or less, in almost every period since. Yet 
the number of those who have denied the doc- 
trine of the Trinity to be taught in the scrip- 
tures, compared with those who have received 
it, has always been small. And it may be said 
with confidence, where the other great doc- 
trines of the gospel have been received and 
taught in their greatest purity, where the prac- 
tical duties of religion have been most exten- 
sively observed, where the renewing and sancti- 
fying influences of the divine Spirit have been 
most richly experinced, the doctrine of the 
Trinity has been most faithfuWy \i^\^» — -^V 
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great question on the doctrine of the Trinity re- 
gards the divinity of Christ. All that have held 
that there is more than one person in the God- 
head, have allowed that there are three. The ev- 
idence of the divinity of the Holy Spirit, though 
as we believe, most ample and irresistible, isnot 
so great as that ofthe divinity of the Son; If then 
it can be shown that Christ is not truly divine, 
the deity of the Spirit is not likely to be main- 
tained* And if Christ is admitted to be a di- 
vine person, there can be no great difficulty in 
allowing a divine character to the Spirit of 
God. It is evident, then, that the great doc- 
trine of the Trinity of God rests, substantially, 
on the question ofthe divinity of Christ. This 
is enough to show the high importance of this 
subject, though some further observations to 
evince its magnitude, and to exhibit some of 
the consequences depending upon it, may be 
made hereafter. 

We shall now proceed to the object of this dis- 
course, which is. 

To prove and illmtrate the doctrine of the Di- 
vinity of Christ Jesus, our Lord and Saviour. 

Our Doctrinal Proposition is, 
Jesus Christ is a being truly divine. He is, 

IN ALL respects, VERT GOD. 

Whatever comes from God, is in a certain 
sen8e,divine* It is divine with regard to its source 
or author. The word of God we call divine, 
the commandments are divine, the work of 
creation is a divine work. That is, all 
these have proceeded frouv lYveiX^evX.-^ ^Vi\ ^\t 
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the prodaction 6( his own divine mind. The 
prophets are called divine prophets, to dis- 
tinguish them from persons calling themselvee 
prophets, who were not sent from God. The 
apostles are called divine, as being inspired of 
God, and commissioned to make known to men 
the way of salvation which he lias provided. 
Religious ordinances are called divine. Heb.ix. 
1. ^^Then verily ^e first covenant had also or- 
^dinances of divine service.** They are divine, 
as appointed by God, and as designed for his 
worship* In such a use of liie term, many persons 
speak of Christ as a divine Saviour, who do not 
admit his personal divinity. Christ is divine, not 
on account of his work but because he possesses 
in his own nature, all the attributes of God. 

llie proofs of thedivinity of Christ are many 
and various ; and, in an attempt to exhibit them, 
though ina summ,arymanner, it isfiecessaryihat 
they be arranged in distinct classes. In this 
manner we shall 

First— Endeavour to mention some of the 
most plain and satisfactory proofs that our Lord 
Jesus Christ is truly a divine person. 

Secondly — We shall take notice of some of 
the objections to this doctrine, and the argu- 
ments ui^ed against it. 

Thirdly — We shall mention some of the 
consequences which naturally result from the 
truth of this doctrine, as well as some of those 
jSowing from the opposite sentimenL 

First — We shall endeavour toiciev^otw^osfts: 
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of the most plain and satisfactory proofs that 
our Lord Jesus Christ is truly a divine person. 
These proofs will be drawn, of course, prin- 
cipally, from the scriptures* I am aware 
there are many attempts, at the present day, 
with great pretensions to superior learning, to 
alter and correct the reading of the scripta]te8» 
And no class of people have done so much at 
this, as those who oppose the divine charac- 
ter of the Saviour. On this subject, which does 
not belong to the present discussion more than 
to that of any other scripture doctrine, I shall 
make only a passing remark. The scriptures 
were not designed, principally, for philoso- 
phers, or eminent scholars, but for all orders 
of men, for the learned and the unlearned, the 
old and the young, for every description of 
needy immortal sinners. And no reasonable 
person will suppose that any important doc- 
trine, especially one of such magnitude as 
that of the assential character of the Redeem- 
er, would be left by the Holy Spirit in such a 
state of obscurity, as to be determined only by 
the power of acute criticism, or extensive learn- 
ing. And further, if we are to suppose that 
there has been no watchful providence of God, 
to preserve the holy scriptures from loss and 
corruption, through such a long course of ages^ 
we can have but little confidence in their di- 
vine authority. If God has been pleased, in his 
great wisdom and goodness, to give to mankind 
a revelation of his will, designed for the benefit 
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of his people in all periods of time, we may rest 
satisfied that he would not suffer any material 
alterations of his truth ever to take place. We 
may observe, further, the integrity of the scrip- 
tures may certainly be included in the special 
promises of his presence and favour which God 
has given to his church. One of the princi- 
pal ways in which he has promised to be with 
his people is in his word. But, on this they can- 
not rely, unless they can be sure that the scrip- 
turojs, as they have them^ are in truth, the holy 
testimony of God. We therefore rest with 
confidence, trusting in the truth and faithful- 
ness of Jdbovah, that the Bible, as we now 
have it, is truly the word of God. — These 
scriptures testify, in a variety of forms, as we 
believe, that Christ Jesus is truly divine. 

This testimony may be given after the fol- 
lowing method. 

I. _ The names given to Christ by the inspired 
writers. 

IL The attributes ascribed to him in the 
scriptures. 

III. The works which are uniformly ascrib- 
ed to hrm. 

IV. The worship which the scriptures in- 
form us of having been paid to Christ, and 
which they require for him. 

I. Jesus Christ must be divine from the 
names given hiio by the inspired writers. 

Of these there are several which are the pe- 
•culiar names of the divine Bein^. ^\k<^%^ V^ 
>e mcntioued in tbejr order* Axi^ 
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!• Jesus Christ is often called God* This 
is the appropriate name of the supreme Be- 
ing, and more frequently used in the scriptures 
than any other, to express his person. By the 
single term, God, the Most High is common- 
ly denominated, in the history of the creation, 
in the succeeding account of his dispensations 
with the eavly patriarchs, and in the periods 
of the prophets and the apostles. — This term 
is often applied to Christ. As a striking ex- 
ample, we recur to the words of our text. 
^' In the beginning was the Word, and the 
'Word was with God, and the Word was God." 
That truth cannot be affirmed, that I can con- 
ceive, in any plainer terms. It is most evi- 
dent, as we have before observed, that the 
primary object of the apostle John, in this 
passage, is to assert the character of his Sav- 
iour. He, certainly, must have intended to 
speak so as to be understood. And I see not 
how he can be understood, in this plain pas- 
sage, in any other way than to assert that Je- 
sus Christ is God. And what unprejudiced 
person who had not some previous opinio 
to support or oppose, would ever understan 
it in any other way ? Whether Christ can I 
God, is another question. But that the ap^ 
tie John has asserted that he is, is clear 
may be proper to add, that, in this case, i 
is no question about the correctness oj 
translation. The original language spea) 
same truths pT§cisely, as our ovm. 
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evidently intended by the apostle, in this pas- 
sage, to declare the deity of Christ, he has, in 
a peculiar manner, guarded and strengthened 
his declaration, so as to leave no reasonable 
ground for error or mistake. Thus, in the 
Bame sentence in which he declares Christ to 
be God, he asserts his eternity. '^ In the be- 
^ginning was the Word." That is, before all 
things else, before creation had a being. '^ The 
same was in the beginning with God." His 
existence was coeternal with that of the Father. 
If, when Moses says, ^^ In the beginning God 
^created the heaven and the earth ;" he teach- 
es that God was before all things, that he was, 
of course, eternal : when John asserts that 
Christ was in the beginning, and in the be- 
ginning with God, that is, God never was with- 
out him, he fully declares the eternity of 
Christ. This is mentioned in this place to 
show that there can be no mistake in believing 
that the apostle meant to declare his Saviour 
to be very God. — If the scriptures are the 
word of God, and if they are to be received 
in theilr plain and natural import, this passage 
decides the question. It is here asserted, by 
divine authority, that Christ Jesus is the eter- 
nal God. It will be proper, however, to no- 
tice some other passages. 

Rom. IX. 5. " AVhose are the fathers, and 
'of whom, as concerning the flesh, Christ came, 
'who is over all, God blessed, forever,. Amen." 
While the apostle Paul heie ca^!akCl\Lm\.%^^^ 
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he speaks of him as eternal, and as ever bl 
sed. That is, always perfect, and always 1 
Iy« Each of which make him the true a 
eternal God. Having made this assertion i 
specting his Saviour, the apostle subjoins 
Amen, as a confirmation or repetition of i 
preceding declaration. I know of no way 
evade the testimony of this passage. 

1. Tim. III. 16. " And, without controv 
*sy, great is the mystery of godliness ; God v 
^manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spij 
^seen of angels, preached unto tlie Gentil 
^believed on in the world, received up ii 
*glory.'' The person here spoken of is Chri 
Yet the apostle afiirms that it was God w 
was manifest in the flesh, who was preach 
unto the Gentiles, who was believed on in t 
world, and received up into glory. The d 
ciples saw him ascend up to glory, and tfa 
knew that it was their Lord and Saviour. 
This apostle says again. Acts xx. 28. ^^ Ta 
^heed, therefore, unto yourselves, and to 
^the flock over the which the Holy Ghost ha 
^made you overseers, to feed the church 
^God, which he hath purchased with his oi 
'blood.'' God hath purchased the church, '. 
has done it by taking our nature, and thus i 
fering his own blood a sacrifice for sin. 

Matt. I. 22, 23. '^ Now all this was don 
'that it might be fulfilled which was spoken 
'the Lord by the prophet, saying, behold, 
'vi%ia shall be with ebild, and shaU bring for 
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^a soo, and they shall call his name Emnrvanuel, 
which, being interpreted, is God with us/' 
Je^as, having taken our nature, having been 
)orn of a woman, is God with us. — Heb. !• 
K " But unto the son he saith, Thy throne, 
OGod» is forever and ever ; a sceptre of right- 
eousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom." 
rhis -passage is quoted from the forty-fifth 
^salm. The apostle assures us that it is spo- 
ren by God, and that it is spoken to the Son, 
rbo is Christ. Thus God calls him by his 
>wn sacred name, God- — Rev. xx. 11, 12. 
' And I saw a great white throne, and him 
that sat on it, from whose face the earth and 
the heaven fied away; and there was found no 
place for them. And I saw the dead, small 
and great, stand before God : and the books 
were opened; — and the dead were judged out 
of those things which were written in the 
books, according to their works." He that 
5 to be the final judge of the world, certainly, 
3 Christ. And here we are assured that, at 
be judgment, all will stand before God. 

The profession of Thomas the disciple, after 
he resurrection of his Lord, is an express tes- 
imony to the Saviour's divinity. He had de- 
lared that he would not believe in the resur- 
ection of his Master, until he had occular 
estimony, and sensible evidence of the fact. 
• Then came Jesus, the doors being shut, and 
stood in the midst, and said. Peace be unto 
jTOu. Then saith be to Thomas ^^e^^Xi^^^"^ 
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Hhy finger, and behold my hands ; reach faifr 
*er thy hand and thrust it into my side ; wA 
^be not faithless, but believing. And Tboimi 
'answered and said unto him, My Lord, and ntf- 
'God.'' Here it is to be observed, that thm 
disciple was perfectly free from all improper 
credulity. He was unreasonably so, in rdh- 
sing to believe that his Lord had riseiu^ &Qfi 
the testimony of his fellow disciples. He wit 
now called upon by his Lord to examine ao4 
satisfy himself widi regard to his charactiar* 
He md so, and having become convinced liitt 
the crucified Saviour had tiruly risen from (be 
dead, a fact which must have detenmned h& 
character, he exclaims, not with a passionate 
surprise, as has been often asserted, bniaS'tibe 
result of deliberate exanunation and reflectioH| 
My Lord J and my God* 

The Lord Jesus assumed the appellation of 
God, and suffered others to address him in tint 
/orm. Rev. xxi. 6, 7. ^^ And he said untoojte, 
^It is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the be- 
^ginning and the end :<»-He that overcometll 
'shall inherit all things ; and I will be his God, 
'and he shall be my son." The person berie 
speaking is Christ, In the first chapter of tfui 
book, he uses a similar expression. " I am 
^Alpha and Omega, the first and the last."-^ 
On this subject, we have an important testimo- 
ny in the tenth chapter of John. Christ says, 
(verse 30,) " I and my Father are one. Then 
^ibe J ewe took up stones ^gain to stone Iuok 
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^ Jesus answered them, Many good works have 
*I shewed you from my Father ; for which of 
'of those works do ye stone me ? The Jews an- 
'swered him, saying, For a good work we stone 
Uhee not, but for blasphemy; and because that 
'thou, being a man, makest thyself God/' They 
certainly must have known, as he spake to 
ihem, what he meant, when he said '' I and 
'jny Father are one.'' And they assert that he 
made himself God. If they had been mistak- 
en, and misapprehended him, it cannot be 
believed that he would not have corrected the 
error. If he would not have done this to save 
his own life, he must have done it to prevent 
ihem from shedding innocent blood. For 
there was every appearance that they would, 
immediately, attempt to put him to death. If he 
were not truly divine, they were right in de- 
claring him guilty of blasphemy ; and, by their 
law, a blasphemer might be punished with 
death. 

These testimonies, to which we have thus 
attended, are taken from the scriptures of the 
New Testament ; from whence, a variety of 
others, of a similar import, might easily be ad» 
duced. Some passages, from other parts of 
the scriptures, will be considered in the next 
discourse* 

This Saviour, who is thus found to be truly 
God, is our Saviour, our Lord, and will be our 
final judge. Verily he is able to aave<^ evetv 
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to fhe uttermost, all that come uuio him. 
all who fear and love him he will be a pro 
tion, a security, an exceeding great rew 
All his enemies will be compelled to bo^ 
fore him, to submit to his dominion, to be 
posed of at his pleasure. ^^ The thund< 
'his power, who can understand V^ As ji 
of the world, he will appoint to all their 
tion for eternity. They that are his fri* 
by penitence and obedience, and they < 
will be safe in the day of his appearing. I 
sed are all they that put their trust in hir 



SERMON II. 

JOHN L J, 2, 3, 4, 5. 

In the beginning was the Wordj ire. 

In the sacred Books of the Prophets, we find 
numerous testimonies concerning the character 
of the Redeemer, some of which it will be im- 
portant for us to notice. In these, he is, most 
explicitly called God. One of the most in- 
teresting scenes, that has ever occurred on 
earth, is that in which the Most High appeared 
to the humble shepherd of Midian, to declare 
his gracious purpose for the redemption of his 
afflicted Israel. Ex. in. — "Now Moseskeptthe 
^flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of 
^Midian: — And the Angel of the Lord appeared 
^anto him in a flame of fire out of the midst of 
^a bush ; and he looked, and behold, the bush 
^burned with fire, and the bush was not consum- 
'ed« And Moses said, I will turn aside and see 
^this great sight, why the bush is not burned. 
'And when the Lord saw that he turned aside 
Ho see, God called unto him out of the midst of 
'the bush, and said, Moses, Moses ! And he said, 
*here am 1. And he said, draw not nigh hither : 
*putoffthy shoes from off thy feet; for the place 
*whereon thou standest is holy ground. More- 
'over he said, I am the God of thy fatket^lVw^ 

3 
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^God of Abraham, ^e God of Isaac, and the 
^God of Jacob. And Moses hid his face ; foi 
^he was afraid to look upon God*'' I think jm 
case can be mentioned from the scriptures, in 
which the true God is more clearly spoken of 
or in which the divine majesty more fully ap- 
pears. Yet a little attention will convince m 
that the person thus brought into view, wiil 
such great solemnity, is Christ* He is called 
in the beginning, ^4hc Angel of the Lord.'* 
The original expression, used in Hiis case, 
would be more correctly rendered "The An- 
^gel the Lord," or rather "the Angel Jeho- 
'vah." This is a term very often applied tc 
Christ, but never to the Father. Jacob sap. 
Gen. XLviii; "The Angel which redeemed mi 
'from all evil^ bless the lads." Here the pro- 
phetic patriarch speaks of the Angel as his 
Redeemer, and he invokes his divine blessing. 
The Angel his Redeemer is Christ. 

The Saviour is denominated an angel by the 
prophet Isaiah. "In all their affliction he was 
^afflicted, and the angel of his presence saved 
Hhem : in his love and in his pity he redeemed 
'them ; and he bare them, and carried them all 
'the days of old." Here, the angel of his pre- 
sence, which is the same as the angel of the 
Lord, is said, explicitly, to have been the Sav- 
iour and the Redeemer of Israel. Israel's 
Saviour and Redeemer can be none but Christ; 
yet the prophet calls him, as Moses does, "the 
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'Angel of the Lord*'^ Many passages might be 
adduced from the scriptures of the old Testa- 
ment, were it necessary, in which the same ex- 
pression is applied to the Redeemer. It is*, 
therefore, sufficiently evident, that The Angd 
Jehovah^ who appeared to Moses, was Christ. 
The passage of the prophet Isaiah, to which we 
have referred further illustrates the one in Exo- 
dus, now under consideration. The prophet 
says, " the angel of his presence saved them ;" 
that is, his people Israel ; ''he bare them, and 
'carried them all the days of old.'^ Referring, 
primarily, to what God did for them, in deliver- 
ing them from the oppressions of Egypt, and 
bringing them to the heritage of Canaan^ The 
same-tbing which the Angel that appeared to 
Moses Id the bush declared that he would do. 
And as it is clear, from what is said of him, thact 
the Angel mentioned by the prophet is the Sa* 
viour, the one seen by the shepherd of Midian 
must be the same. 

We notice a few instances in which the term 
Angel is applied to Christ. Malachi, iii. 1. 
"Behold, I will send my messenger, and he 
'shall prepare the way before me: and th^ Lord, 
'whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his tern- 
*ple, even the messenger of the covenant, whom 
'ye delight in." The messenger of the covenant 
is the same as the angel of the covenant; the terms 
angel, and messenger, signifying the samething. 
But the messenger, or angel, of the covenant, 
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who came to his termhj wad Christ Jesus. — Acts 
vii. 38. ^'Tbis is he that was iD the church id 
^the wilderness with the angel that spate to 
^him in the Mount Sinai, and with our. it- 
Hhers.^' The head of the church ia. none 
but Christ, who is here called the angd, 
and declared to be the same that spake (o 
Moses on Mount Sinai.-^Acts.xxvii. 23. ^^aui 
^said, there stood by me this night, the angel 
^of God, whose I am, and whom I serve, saj* 
4ng, Fear not Paul.'' This dpostle would ac- 
knowledge himself the property and servant of 
none but Christ whom he here denominates ^'the 
^angel of God,'' Though this expression, ^^the 
<angel of t|ie Lord," be often used in the scfip* 
tures, it will be found, on a careful examiaaticai, 
to refer, in most cases, to Christ: and when; it 
does not, the meaning is ascertained by the con- 
nexion, so that there can be little danger of 
mistake. Thifi angel of the Lord called to Abra- 
^ham to stay his hand, when raised to slay bis 
son upon tifie altar; and when he appeared to 
Moses, said of himself, '4 am the God of Abra- 
ham, the God of Isaac, and the Grod of Jacob."^ 
The promise which the Angel of the Lord 
makes to Moses, of redeeming Israel out of ,all 
their afflictions, i6, subsequently, renewed by 
the same person* Ex* vi« ''And 1 will take 
'you to me for a people, and I will be to y.oa 
'a God : and ye shall know that I am the Liord 
'your God, which bringeth you out from under 
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^tlie burdens of the Egyptians.'' He here callus 
himself the Lord God. 

The following passages are from the prophet 
Isaiah. "Verily thou art a Qod that hidest 
^thyself, O God of Israel, the Saviour."-."Who 
'hath told it from that time ? have not I the 
'Lord? and there is no God else besides me, 
'a just God and a Saviour.'^ — "Thus saith the 
'Lord thy Redeemer, the holy one of Israel, 1 
'am the Lord thy God which teacheth thee to 
'profit, which leadeth thee by the way that 
'thou shouldest go.'' Here we find that the 
Saviour, the Redeemer, is called God, as 
his appropriate name, that, by this, he is dis- 
tinguished from all false Gods ; and that he is 
declared to be the only God, and no one be- 
side him. — Again, "For thy Maker is thine 
'husband ; the Lord of hosts is his name : and 
'thy Redeemer the holy One of Israel ; the God 
'of the whole earth shall he be called." 

Hos. XIII. 4. "Yet I am the Lord thy 
'God from the land of Egypt, and thou 
^shalt know no Ged but me : for there is nt> 
'Saviour besides me."— The prophet Habakkuk 
declares, in his great affliction, though every 
other comfort might be taken from him, "Yet 
'I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God 
'of my salvation." The God of his salvation 
must be Christ the Saviour. 

Other passages might easily be selected from 
Moses and the prophets, to an almost indefi- 
nite extent, in which Christ Jesus is explicit- 

3* 
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\y called God, with the highest marks of reve- 
rence and worship. — Their testimony concer- 
ning the character of Christ the Redeemer is 
equally valid with that of the apostles. For 
the Saviour says, in his sermon on the mount, 
in the outset of his public ministry, " Think 
'not that 1 am come to destroy the law or the 
'prophets : I am not come to destroy but to 
'fulfil. For verily I say unto you, Till heaven 
'and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no 
'wise pass from the law till ail be fulfilled." By 
the law and the prophets^ he means the whole 
of the scriptures of the Old Testament* He 
well knew that some, in that day, expected that 
the Messiah, at his coming, would set aside 
the authority of the scriptures of the prophets, 
for the purpose of the new dispensation, and 
that the same opinion would be held, by 
many in succeeding times. On this account 
he makes use of the strong language contain- 
ed in the words to which we have just refer- 
red* He came not to destroy but ' to fulfil. 
And, before the divine authority of these sa* 
cred writings shall be set aside, heaven and 
earth shall pass away. Christ was ibe hope 
of prophets and saints, as really, -as of apos- 
tles and believers. He says to the Jews, 
" Had ye believed Moses, ye would have be- 
'lieved me : for he wrote of me. But if ye 
'believe not his writings, how shall ye believe 
^my words ?" Wliile the Saviour here assures 
Hs that Moses wrote of him, he teaches the 



truth, no Icjss important, that those who do 
not receive the writings of Moses as of divine 
authority, cannot be said to be believers in him. 
The apostle Paul, having spoken of nnany of 
the ancient saints, who, in a variety of ways, 
evinced their faith in God, observes, in the 
nth of Hebrews, "These all died in faith, 
^not having received the promises, but having 
'seen them afar oif, and were persuaded of 
'them, and embraced them." The promises 
were those, especially, which refer to the com- 
ing and the work of Christ. Of these, they 
were persuaded, and they embraced them. 
They were, therefore, the true friends and 
children of Christ. Thus it is testified of them, 
in the same chapter, " But now they desire a 
'better country, that is, an heavenly : where- 
*fore God is not ashamed to be called their 
'God : for he hath prepared for them a cjty." 
He that had prepared a city for the ancient 
saints, is the same holy Saviour that said to 
his disciples, " In my Father's house are 
many mansions : if it were not so, I would 
have told you. I go to prepare a place for 
you." — That the people of God, preceding 
and succeeding the incarnation of Christ, equal- 
ly belong to him, is fully attested in the Epis- 
tle to the Ephesians. " And are built upon 
'the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
'Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner 
•stone. In whom all the building, fitly framed 
'together, groweth unto an holy temple in the 
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•Lord." The church is built upon the tes^ 
miony of prophets and apostres, of which d 
Lord Jesus is, equally, the sure foundation.- 
It is written, 2 Tim. iii. 16. " All scriptu 
^18 given by inspiration of God, and is profit 
'ble for doctrine, for reproof, for*correcti< 
^in righteousnes; that the man of God may 1 
^perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all go 
'works." Whether the apostle here refers 
the whole of the scriptures, or to the C 
Testament only, may admit of some questioi 
but that he includes sdl the Books^ of the 
Testament, and means to give his solemn U 
timony to their validity and divine authori) 
there can be no doubt* 

We have made this digression to dhow ft 
prophets and apostles belong, equally to Chrii 
that both have written of him, and that to hi 
all their writings primarily refer ; that t 
jpooks of the Old Testament are declared 
'Christ and the a|ioi^es to be of equal authc 
ity with those HDif the New ; and that they a 
for our instruction. We shall, therefore, 
we proceed, niake no distinction between tl 
different parts of the h6ly volume of God, 
looking for authorities tQ cdtifirm the vario 
sentiments wihich we may w^sh to establish. 

Having seen that the' Lord Jesus is call 
God) in the most unqualified manner, we m 
dbserve, 

2. Jle is called the great God, Titus 
i5. '' Looking for that blessed hope and t! 
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;Iorioas appearing of the great God and our 
laviour Jesus Christ ; who gave himself for 
IS, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, 
nd purify unto himself a peculiar people, 
ealous of good works," Looking for the ap» 
-aring of the great God ; — that is, the second 
>pearing of the Lord Jesus, when he shall 
>me to judgment. Thus, he that is to come 
judge the world, is the great God. 

3. The Saviour is called the true God. 1 . 
)hn V. 20. " And we know that the Son of 
rod is come, and hath given us an under- 
tanding, that we may know him that is true; 
nd we are in him that is true, even in his Son 
esus Christ. This is the true God, and 
temal life." This is very* conformable to 
e declaration o£ the Redeemer to Moses, 
bo appeared to him in the bush, and who 
as with him on the mount of Sinai. Ex. 
cxiv. 6. " And the Lord passed by before 
im and proclaimed. The Lord, The Lord 
rod, merciful and gracious, Iqng suffering, 
ad abundant in goodness and truth." He is 
le, and all important truth is derived from 
m. Of a similar import is the declaration 

the Pharisees to Christ, who wer^ com- 
jUed by the power of irresistible evidence 

make the unwilling concession, '^ Master, 
e know that thou art true, and teachest the 
ay of God in truth." 

4. The Lord Jesus is called the mighty 
7d. Thus, in the 50th Psalm, " T:\\^mYi^- 
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•ty God, even the Lord, hath spoken, aud 
^called the earth, from the rising of the sun nu- 
Ho the going down thereof, — Our God shall 
^come and shall not keep silence. — He sh^l 
'call to the heavens from above, and to the 
'earth, (that he may judge his people ;) 
'Gather my saints together unto me ; those 
'that have made a covetiant with me by sacri- 
'fice." This psalm is a very clear prediction 
of the last judgment. And the Judge, vvho ia 
Christ, is called "The mighty God." — Isa. ix. 
6. " For unto us a child is born, unto us a 
'son is given, and the government shall be up- 
'on his shoulder ; and his name shall be called 
'Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God.*' It 
is well known that this is one of the clearest 
of the prophecies of Christ. Isa. xlix. 26. 
" And all flesh shall know that I the Lord am 
Hhy Saviour, and thy Redeemer, the might; 
'one of Jacob." By the same prophet Chrisi 
is said to be " mighty to save." 

5. Christ Jesus is denominated the God ej 
Israel. Ex. xxiv. "Then went up Moses and 
Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and seventy of the 
'elders of Israel ; and they saw the God ol 
'Israel. And there was under his feet as i1 
'were a paved work of sapphire stone, and as it 
'were the body of heaven in his clearness. And 
^upon the nobles of the children, of Israel he 
'laid not his hand : also they saw God, and did 
*eat and drink." Christ says, in reference to the 
Father, "No man hath seen God at any time**' 
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This being true, it is plain that the God of Is- 
rael, who was seen in his glorj by Moses and 
Aaron, and the sevnty Elders, was the Lord 
Jesus, who often manifested himself to his peo- 
ple previous to his coming in the flesh. This 
manifestation of Christ on Mount Sinai much 
resembles his appearance to the three disciples 
on the mount of transfiguration. 

In the preface to the ten commandments, 
God says, "I am the Lord thy God, which have 
'brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the 
'house of bondage*" This person is the same, 
most clearly, as the one who spake to Moses 
at the mount of Horeb, and assured him that he 
had come for the deliverance of Israel bis peo- 
ple. That Being, we have seen to be Christ. 
He is, then, the Lord God of Israel. God of 
Israel is a term often used by the sacred wri- 
ters, and appears to be applied, uniformly, to 
Christ. The appellation is given him with great 
propriety, since he often appeared to Jacob, 
arid blessed him, and assured him that he would 
be his God, and the God of his seed. 

We have thus done with this part of the argu- 
ment, from which we have seen that the scrip- 
tures apply the divine name God, together 
with the appellation, the great God^ the true, 
God^ the mighty God, and the God oflsratl, fre- 
quently, and in the plainest manner, to Christ. 

We proceed to observe, 
6. The inspired writers givetoChrist the name 
Jehovatt This word signifies being; — simple, 



so- 
absolute, indepcitdent existence. Of cou 
no term can more justly designate the clw 
ter of the true God. The Jews considered 
term Jehovah the incommunicable aamt 
God, and unlawful ever to be spoken excej 
the connexion in which it is given in the sc 
tnres. It is evident that the utmost solem 
ra attached to this divine name, from the i 
ner in which it is first revealed. Es. vi, ". 
'God spake unto Moses, and said unto I 
'I am the Lord: And I appeared unto Abral 
'untolsaac,andunto Jacob, by the name of 
'Almighty ; hut by my name Jehovah waa ] 
'known to them. And I have also establu 
'my covenant with them.-And Ibavealsobi 
'the groaning of the children of Israel, — A 
'have remembered my covenant." God 
reveals his great name, because he is aboi 
show his terrible jugdmeiits upon Egypt, an 
great deliverances for Israel, The name Ji 
vah is but seldom found in our English Bib 
though, in the original language, it is o 
used. It is usually translated by the n 
LoKD. When the original is Jehovah, 
word Lord is always in capitals. When 
word is in small letters, the original is amr 
word. PsI. ex. 1. "The Lord said untq 
'Lord,sitthouat my right hand," The first I 
here, is Jehovah, the other is not. The a 
Jehovah is often given to each person at 
sacred Trinity, but, in the few ins^ncc 
which it is uped by our traiulators, it apf 



o 



31 

to refer to Christ, fsa. xii. 2. "Behold, God 
^is my ^salvation; I will trust and not be afraid: 
*for the Lord Jehovah is my strength and my 
^song ; he also is become my salvation." He 
who is the salvation of his people, surely, is 
Christ. But, this is Jehovah. In the 6th verse 
of the same chapter, the prophet adds, '"Cry 
'out and shout, thou inhabitant of Zion: for great 
'is the holy one of Israel in the midst of thee." 
This is the same divine person, first called Jeho- 
vah. But, the holy One ^Israel, as we have seen 
before, is Christ. Isa. xxvi. 4. "Trust in the 
'Lord forever: for in the Lord Jehovah is ever- 
'lasting strength.'' The Strength of Israel is 
'Christ. He often promises help and strength 
'to his people. Ps. xxxv. "The salvation of the 
'righteous is of the Lord ; he is their strength 
'in the time of trouble." This, clearly, is Christ. 
And the passage is very like to the one first 
noticed, where he is denominated Jehovah, 
There is but one other instance in which this 
name is given in our translation, besides the 
one in Exodas, in which God declares this to 
be his name. Ps. lxxxiii. "That men may 
know that thou, whose name alone is Jehovah, 
art the most High over all the earth." This 
Psalm is a prayer to the head of the church, 
who is Christ. — We have seen that it was 
Christ who declared to Moses, "I am the God 
'of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God 
'of Jacob.'' When God reveals his name Jeho- 
vah, he spake in a similar nr^anner. 

4 
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But we are not left to any doubtfu 
tions on this subject. The term Jehoi 
stands in the original, is often anddireci 
ed to Christ. One of the most strikin 
pies is the solemn vision of Isaiah, 
^year that king Uzziah died, I saw 
^LoRD sitting upon a throne, high and ! 
^and his train filled the temple. Above 
*the seraphims: — And one cried unto 
'and said Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord 
*the whole earth is full of his glory." T 
Lord in these instances, is Jehovah. T 
tie John quotes a part of the descripti< 
vision, in the xiith. chapter of his goj 
applies it, expressly, to Christ. In reft 
whom, he says, "These things said 
*when he saw his glory and spake of hir 
knew who it was that Isaiah called Je 
hosts, and he assilres us that it was C 
is proper also to notice the awful inn 
made upon the mind of the prophet, 
had this discovery of the Christ J 
"Then said 1, Woe is me ! for I am 
^because I am a man of unclean lips, an 
*in the midst of a people of unclean 1 
'mine veyes have seen the King, the 
*hosts." How holy and terrible is Jeh 
Saviour! 

Isa. XL. 3. "The voice of him that 
Hhe wilderness. Prepare ye the waj 
'Lord," that is Jehovah, "make straig 
^desert a highway for our God." The 1 
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ist Matthew, speaking of John the Bapti6t, sajs, 
(Chap. III.) "This is he that was spoken of by 
*the prophet Esaias, saying, The voice of one 
'crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way 
*ofthe Lord, make his patks straight." John 
came to prepare the way of Clirist. A.id the 
prophet says it was the way of Jehovah. 

Jer.xxui.5.6. "Behold, the days come, saith 
'ttie Lord, that I will raise u;ito David a righteous 
'Branch, and a king shall reign and prosper, and 
^shall execute judgment andjustice iii the earth. 
4n his days, Judah shall be saved, and Israel 
'shall dwell safely ; and this is his name where- 
*by he shall be called, THE LORD OUR 
'RIGHTEOUSNESS." It is Jehovah our 
Righteousness. And it is well known that the 
righteous Branch of the house of David is 
Christ. And the Saviour alone is our righteous- 
ness before God. 

Isa. xLiii. "But now thus saith the Lord 
*that created thee, O Israel, Fear not; for I have 
'redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy 
'name." And, a little after, "For I am the 
'Lord thy God, the holy one of Israel, thy 
'Saviour." The Lord, in these verses is Jeho- 
vah ; and he is spoken of as Creator, Redeem- 
er, and SaviiJur. All of which show him to bs 
Christ. 

Zech. XII. "The burden of the word of the 
Lord for Israel, saith the Lord, which, stretch- 
etb forth theheavens, and layeth the founda- 
tion of the earth, and formeth the s^mt.oC.vaa.vw 






'withinhim." The Lord, here, is 
and you perceive that the pri^ihet 
him by hts works of creation. But w 
in our text, "All things were made 
that is, Christ. The character of tl 
vab is further explained in this chap 
prophet. He says, "And I will pour 
'house of David, and upon the inhal 
'Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of 
'tions ; and they shall look upon n 
'they have pierced, and they shall i 
'him, as one mourneth for his. only soi 
has becnpierced by the inhabitants 
salem ? To whom shall they one daj 
mourn ? It is this Jehovah Jesus, whc 
pierced for sin, who invites the guilt 
perishing to look to him with repeal 
look and be saved. 

The Lord of hosts is an expression v 
used in the scriptures, and is most | 
Jehovah of hosts. This appellation is f 
given to Christ. Ps. xxiv. " Who is 
'of glory ? The Lord of hosts," J( 
hosts, "he is the king of glorj." Tl 
is a description of Christ, and of the 
of his people. It is said of them, ind 
"He shall receive the blessing from t 
'and righteousness from the God of I 
Hion." The God of their salvation 
The beholder, contemplating the re 
of God's people, by the power and 
their Saviour, is represented as enqui 
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; solicitude, "Who is this King of glory ?" 
Church replies, "The Lord of hosts, he 
le King of glory." — This term is applied 
irist, with great clearness, on a variety of 
sions. It is an appellation singularly suited 
s character. The hosts of God are his 
ss. They are all the powers, the instru- 
s, whether rational or irrational beings, by 
h he performs the purposes of his will. Of 
ese, Christ is the Lord. All arc his serv- 
subjectto his controul. He says, "All pow- 
given unto me in heaven and in earth."— 
n Christ appeared to Joshua on the wall 
jricho, with a drawn sword in his hand, 
jader of Israel anxiously enquires," Art thou 
18, or for our advei-saries? And he said Nay; 
as captain of the host of the Lord am I 
come." In this character, he delivered 
bis hand that strong city, with all its pow- 

Christ Jesus is called the Father. This 
, in mentioning the names of the persons 
3 Trinity, is usually applied to the first 
►n. Yet the sacred writeis evidently take 
to apply those names to the different per- 
indiscrminately, to prevent an apprehen- 
that there may be in one a superiority 
3ther. — While we have many examples of 
pplication of the term. Father, to Christ, 
ne is more conspicuous than the noted 
lecy of the Saviour in the 9th of Isaiah« 
* unto us a child is bora, viuto vv& *d. ^c^w 
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4s given, and the government shall be a] 
'bis shoulder ; and his name shall be caJ 
'Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, T 
'everlasting Father, The Prince of peace.'' T 
same prophet says again of his Liord, in 
name of the Gentiles, Isa. lxiii. 16 ; '' Don 
'less thou art our Father, though Abraham 
'ignorant of us, and Israel acknowledge us i 
'thou, O Lord, art our Father, our Redeem* 
'thy name is from everlasting.^' There can 
no mistake in the apprehension of this passa 
sines, in the same sentence, he is called * 
Father and our Redeemer, Our Redecmei 
none but Christ. Mat. ii. 10. "Have 
'not all one father ? hath not one God crea: 
'us?" The Creator is Christ, who is the fati 
of all. 

Rev. XXI. 6. " And he said unto me it 
*done, I am Alpha and Omega, the beginn: 
'and the end: He that overcometh shall inhc 
'all things ; and I will be his God, and he sti 
'be nriy son." The Alpha and the Omega 
Christ. If the believer is a son, as here deno 
inated, the Redeemer is his Father. The te 
Fiithtr^ is designed to signify superiority, 
the Father is the head of the house, Christ 
the head of the church, the head and dispot 
of all tlhngs. He is the former, the preserv* 
the protector of his people, wielding the sec 
ture of ail things, disposing every event for t 
advancement of his own purposes of wisdc 
and gmc&t 
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We shall not attempt to adduce any other of 
the sacred names, which the script a res apply 
to Christ, for the illustration of his character. 
The names and epithets given him, by the in- 
spired penmen, are very many. Those which 
have' been mentioned are the distinguishing 
names of the true God; and we have seen that 
they are applied, in the most unqualified man- 
tier, to the Lord Jesus. The name Jehovah, 
often sustained by the Saviour, is never appli- 
ed to any being but God. 

What a source of comfort is opened to the 
humble believer in the recollection that his 
Saviour, who is his portion and his hope, is ex- 
hibited in the holy word of i ruth, as truly God, 
Lord, and Jehovah. In this character, the hea- 
vens and the earth are his, he is the security of 
his people, their shield and their exceeding 
great reward. The wicked world may seek 
to take from him his great name, but they are 
in his hands, and soon, will all be brought to 
his feet. He is our Lord and our God, and 
whatever threatening dangers may arise, wo 
will trust in him and not be afraid.. 



SERMON in. 

JOHN I. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5. 

In the beginiiing was the Word^ (J'-c. 

In the two preceding Discourses, we ha 
endeavoured to establish the doctrine oft! 
Saviour's divinity, from the sacred Nam 
given to him by the inspired writers. V 
would now observe, 

II. The divinity of Christ is proved from t 
divine attributes often ascribed to him in tJ 
scriptures. If the sacred writers meant 
teach the truth, or rather, if the Holy Spir 
by whom they were moved to speak, meant 
teach us the truth of God by them, we cann 
beheve that they would ever apply divine atti 
butes and qualities to any createdbeing. 
then, we find these perfections plainly and pu 
posely ascribed to Christ, the conclusion w 
seem to be unavoidable, that he is truly divin 
Of these divine attributes of Christ, sever 
will be noticed in order. 

1 . The first which we shall mention is ete 
nity. This is, exclusively, a divine attribut 
since, whatever has existed from eternity ca; 
not have been created, and cannot be depei 
dent on any other being. On this truth, thei 
is, perhaps, no declaration more express ths 
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3rds of the text. ^^In the beginning was 
>Vord, and the Word was with God, 
the Word was God. The same was in 
eginning with God." The expression, 
winning J must imply a period previous to 
mmencement of time. It refers, at least, 
Qrst transactions respecting creation, or 
ne previous to the existence of any being 
od alone. But, at that period, was the 
, and then was he with God. He had a 
t existence at the time when nothing had 
nade. That is, hjs existence was with- 
ginning. 

^ first sentence in the Bible, is, ^^ In the 
ning God created the heaven and the 
." This declaration of Moses teaches, 
ily that all things Were created by the 
iigh, but that, in the beginning of all 
f and before all things else, God existed, 
lid be a correct paraphrase of the text 
f ' In the beginning was God, and he ere- 
he heaven and the earth.' If the eterni- 
God is asserted in this passage, the 
fcy of the Word is equally declared in 
ginning of th^ gospel of John. It is evi* 
that the apostle intended to declare 
^rnity of the Word, in this passage, be- 
lie subjoins immediately, ^^All things were 
by him ; and without him was not any 
made that was made." As he made all 
that are made, he must have existed be- 
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fofe any thing that was created, that is, he 
have been uncreated and eternal. 

I will uow call your attention to the ^ 
of this same apostle, contained in the 6c 
Revelation. Rev. i. "I was in the Spi 
'the Lord's-day, and heard behind me a 
'voice, as of a trumpet; saying, I am Alpl 
'Omega, the first and the last : and what 
'seest write in a book, and send it unt 
'seven churches which are in Asia ; — . 
'turned to see the voice that spake witl 
'And, being turned, I saw seven golden ca 
'sticks ; and in the midst of the seven ca 
'sticks, one like unto the Son of man.— 
'when I saw him, I fell at his feet as 
'And he laid his right hand upon me, sayii 
'to me, Fear not; 1 am the first and the 1; 
'am he that liveth and was dead ; and, b< 
'I am alive forever more, Amen." The 
son here addressing the beloved disciple 
sily ascertained. John saw in the midst ' 
golden candlesticks, "one like unto the i 
'man." An appellation invariably applied, 
New-Testament, to Christ. This perse 
rccted the apostle to send an Epistle, ^ 
he dictated, to each of the seven churcl 
Asia. In the introduction of these short 
ties, the son of man is described, in a difi 
manner, in each one. In one case, he 
"And unto the angel of the church iu Th^ 
'write ; these things saith the Son of C 
There is but one person in the iiniversf 
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:an truly be called the Son of man, and the Son 
>f God. That is Christ ; who here appears in 
vision to the beloved disciple. This Saviour 
iays of himself, ''I am Alpha and Omega, the 
first and the last." And the assertion is repeat- 
ed several times. Nothing could more fully 
declare the etiemity of his existence. He em- 
braces eternity, past and to come. If he be 
Srst, he is before all things else ; if he be last, 
nothing can be after him. His saying that he 
is Alpha and Omega, is equivalent to the de- 
claration that he is the first and the last. 

This same description of Christ is found, re- 
peatedly, in the prophets. Isaiah xi.iv. ^^Thus 
^saith the Lord the King of Israel, and his Re- 
^deemer the Lord of Hosts ; 1 am the first and 
4 am the last ; and besides me there is no God.'* 
It is here stated explicitly, that it is the Redeem- 
er who is the first and the last. Isaiah xlviii. 
^'Hearken unto me, O Jacob, and Israel, my 
^called ; I am he : lam the first, 1 also am the 
4a8t." The speaker, in this case, as might ea- 
sily be shown, is Christ. — Prov. viii. "The 
'Lord possessed me in the beginning of his way, 
'before his works of old. 1 was set up from 
•everlasting, from the beginning, or ever the 
'earth was." — In the 5th chapter of Micah, we 
have a minute prophecy of Christ. "But thou 
'Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little 
'among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee 
'shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler 
in Israel ; whose goings forth have \^eew {\Qi\Vi 
'ofo}dy from everiasting." 
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The epithet, I AM, Christ peculiarly applies i 
to himself. He said to Moses, "I AM THAT S 
^I AM ; and he said. Thus shalt thou say unto 
'the children of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto : 
you." This epithet implies absolute inde- 
pendent existence ; all duration present with 
him, ever the same. Thus he says, (John vui.) : 
•'Verily, verily, I say unto you, before Abraham ' ^ 
*was, I am." Not, I was ; but, / am. The 
succession of ages is always the same before . 
him. Of a similar import is his last memora- : 
ble promise, "Lo, lam with you alway." 

2. Another of the attributes of Christ is 
•< elf- existence. This necessarily belongs to his 
eternity. If he exists without a beginning, it 
must, of course, be without a cause; and he must 
be self-existent. It is said of him by the apostle 
Paul, "He is before all things, and by him all 
'things consist," All things exist by him, but 
he exists, uncaused, from the necessity of his 
nature. 

The terms Jehovah^ and / am, which are fre- 
qnently applied to Christ, meaning simple, in- 
dependent being, clearly show him to be self- 
existent. 

The self-existence of the Saviour is forcibly 
declared in our text. "In him was life ; and 
*the life was the light of men." To him be- 
longs /i/e, inherently, necessarily, an essential 
part of his nature. This cannot be affirmed, 
truly, of any created beings. All life possessed 
by them is derived and dependent. Depend- 
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I 

for its continoance on the power from 
h it M received* If the supporting power 
e Creator were to be taken from created 
^, any moment, they would sink, at once, 
non-existence.— Not such is the Saviour 
3n. '4n him was life/' Essential to-his 
&c(er, and always in him. ''And the life 
the light of men.'' Light always flows 

the sun, as a fountain, enlightening the 
m with which it is surrounded. The life 
irist is the light of the world, constantly 
ling forth beams of blessedness, 
le scriptures ascribe to Christ the work of 
ion, in the fullest manner. The text says, 
things were made by him." He that made 
lings that are made, must himself be un- 
i ; that is, self^existent. 
The Lord Jesus is declared to be immu- 
, This seems to follow, necessarily, from 
slf-exisience. A being that is self-exist- 
that has existed from eternity, must be in- 
ndent of all other existence, and no cause 
»e conceived that he should ever be subject 
y change. The being by whom all otherg 
y cannot be disappointed in any of his pur- 
3, and no reason appears that there should 
be any change of his purposes or charac- 

In conformity with such a view of the 
e being, immutability is expressly ascrib- 
> Christ. Heb. i. 8. '' Jesus Christ the 
5 yesterday, and to-day, and forever." 
B here contemplated as past, ^te^^wV., ^vA 
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future, comprehendiug all duration, and, in th 
whole he changes not. 

Psf. cii. ^^ Of old hast thou laid the founds 
Hion of the earth ; and the heavens are tfa 
^work of thy hands* They shall perish, bi 
'thou shalt endure ; yea, all of them shalt wfl 
'old like a garment ; as a vesture shall tho 
'change them, and they shall be changed. Bi 
'thou art the same, and thy years shall have i 
'end.^^ This passage is quoted in the fir 
chapter of the Hebrews, and declared by it 
apostle to be spoken of Christ. The comp; 
rison made use of by the inspired writer 
very strong. If there be any thing in ere 
tion that is unchanging, it is the earth and tl 
houvens. While all the tribes of men ai 
constantly subject to revolution and chang 
tho earth on which we tread, and the visibi 
hoavens that are above us, remain unchangei 
Noah, and Abraham, and Paul, and the people 
our times, have seen the sun revolve in tl 
luwvens in the same regular course, they hai 
^%m\cssod the same changes of the season 
ii\o\ have beheld the earth bringing forth tl 
*Aino prvnluctions for the supply of man ai 
bo;\su and they have witnessed the same ge 
i»,il ohAracter in all created objects with 
ihcir \)cw. Yet, all these shall perish, th( 
M >hall grow old as a garment, they shall 1 
t'oKiod up hko a vesture and laid aside, whi 
.U*sus their maker shall endure forever. Tl 
>,o toin #Ay* by the prophet Malachi, " For 

f 
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the Lord, I change not ; therefore ye sonB 
Jacob are not consumed.'' 
''he immutability of Christ is forcibly -ex- 
ted in his great work of atonement for 
lers. If any thing could have induced him 
hange his purpose, it would seem the ob* 
les, the difficulties, the discouragements, 
ch he encountered would have done it. 
e came to his own, and his own received him 
/' By the people of his own kindred, ac- 
ling to the flesh, long enlightened by the 
>hets of God, he was rejected and abased; 
inners, whom he suffered to redeem, he 
hated and put to death ; by his own visible 
ids, his intimates and companions, with 
m he took sweet counsel, he was forsaken, 
led, and betrayed. But none of these 
gs moved him ; he ceased not to labour 
suffer, bearing the reproach, despising the 
ne, till his work was finished. When Ju- 
and his band came to apprehend the Sav- 
, Peter drew his sword, for the defence of 
Lord, '" and struck a servant of the high 
)st's, and smote off his ear. Then said Je- 
unto him, Put up again thy sword into his 
:e. — Thinkest thou that I cannot pray to 
Father, and he shall presently send me 
•e than twelve legions of angels ? But how 
1 shall the scriptures be fulfilled that thus 
lust be ?" With infinite ease, he could 
I escaped from the hands of his enemies ; 
neither their rage and cruelty^ uor th)^ 
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overwhelming terrors of Gethseniane, Aor the 
agonies of the cross, could change his purpose, 
or change his mind, till a door of mercy was 
opened in heaven, pardoning grace proclaim- 
ed lo a guilty world. Whenever you behold 
the Saviour, whether calling the heavens- and 
the earth into being, or giving the law from 
the hill of Sinai, or stilling the tempest with 
his word, or bearing his cross up the hill of 
Calvary, or blessing the affectionate disciples 
of Gralilee and rising out of their sight in the 
clouds of heaven, or summoning the universe 
to his bar of judgment^ he is the same perfect^ 
humbly exalted Emmanuel* 

4. The scriptures ascribe to Christ the attri- 
bute of ommpotence* To refer to a passage, 
already noticed, Christ says, (Rev. i.) "I am. 
^Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end<- 
4ng, saith the Lord, which is, and which was, 
'and which is to come, the Almighty." — Ps. 
XLV. 3. "Gird thy sword upon thy thigh, O 
'most Mighty." These words are addressed, 
immediately, to Christ. Most mighty must be 
of the same import as almighty. — Gen. xvii. 
*' And when Abraham was ninety years old and 
^nine, the Lord appeared to Abraham, and said 
^unto him, I am the almighty God ; walk be- 
'fore me, and be thou perfect, and I will make 
'my covenant between me and thee ; and will 
'multiply thee exceedingly." He that enters 
into covenant with his people, is Christ. And 
we have before seen that it was Christ that ap- 
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ed to Moses in the burning bush and de- 
;d himself to be the God of Abraham. He 
says that he is the almighty God. — 2. Cor. 
"Wherefore come out from among them. 
be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch 
the unclean thing; and I will receive you, 
will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be 
sons and daughters, saith the Lord AI- 
Wy." We have before seen that Christ 
s stiles himself the father of his people, 
while he assures them that he will receive 
I to the adoption of children, he declares 
elf to be the Lord Almighty. In the vision 
B heavenly state, the church of the redeem- 
re represented as falling upon their faces 
^worshipping God, "Saying, We give thee 
iks, O Lord God Almighty, which art, and 
t, and art to come; because thou hast taken 
lee thy great power, and hast reigned." 
(1 the ascription, "was, and is, and is to 
e,' Ve iearn that the sacred person here ad- 
led is Christ. As this description of charac- 
i frequently applied to him, and to none 

r. 

irist says to his disciples, immediately be- 
his ascension from earth to heaven, "All 
er is given unto me in heaven and in 
h." The dominion, the government, of 
vorlds, belong essentially to him. — The 

of Moses, contained in the 32d of Deu- 
lomy, is, evidently, addressed to Christ, 
wer^ necessary to detain you lot VisjCi \>>\\- 

tbJs might easily be anowu. \ii ^v^-j 

5* 
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God is often called a Rock ; an appeil^iou 
peculiarly appropriate to Christ. There, he 
says of himself, "See now that I, even I, am 
'he, and there is no God with rae : 1 kill andl 
•make alive ; I wound, and I heal ; neither 
'is there any that can deliver out of my hand.^^ 

Many of the actions of Christ, recorded in 
the gospel, show him to be possessed of Al- 
mighty power. When he fed thousands with 
a little food, and the remaining fragments 
exceeded all that he took into his hands, he 
manifested the same creative power, precise- 
ly, as when he called the world into being out 
of nothing. Diseases, of every kind, are sub- 
ject to his eontroul ; the demons acknowledge 
his power, and are compelled to submit to bis 
will ; deaf ears are unstopped ; the eyes of 
the blind are opened : he speaks to the raging 
tempest, "Peace : be still ; and the winds and 
'the seas obey him.'' He goes to the grave of 
Lazarus and calls forth the dead. If any thing 
could attest almighty or unlimited power, such 
transactions must be the proof. 

The principal evidence we have of the ora- 
nipolence of the Deity consists in his works and 
in his word. Both of these testify, in the fullest 
manner, the omnipotence of Christ. With re- 
gard to the miracles which he wrought, it is to 
be observed that they were performed imme- 
diately by himself, by his own will, and not hy 
the aid of any superior power. Whereas the 
prophets arid apostles, tkough they wrought 
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miracles, always took care to let it 
town that these were done, exclusively, 
3 power of God. Moses wrought many 
les in Egypt and in the wilderness. But 
forms us that he was appointed to this 
by the will of God, that he constantly re- 
1 instruction from him, performing noth- 
it at his bidding, bearing the rod of God 
hand. — When Elijah, one of the greatest 
prophets, naised to life the widow's child, 
ried unto the Lord, and said, O Lord my 
I pray thee, let this child's soul come in- 
n again. And the Lord heard the voice 
ijah, and the soul of the child came into 
igain, and he revived." It was not the 
et that raised the child, but God. — When 

and John restore the lame man, Peter 
^In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 
ip and walk. And he took him by the 
hand, and lifted him up ; and immedi- 

his feet and ancle-bones received 
jth." It was not done by the power of 

and John, but by their holy Saviour, 
¥hom they had received their authority* 
ally different were the miracles of Christ* 
ver intimates that he acts by any assist* 

When a tempest arose, and his disci- 
ere filled with consternation, their ship 
^d with the waves, ^'he arose and re- 
1 the winds and the sea, and there was a 
calm. But the men marvelled, saying, 
manner of man is this, that e^e^ii ^3cv^ 
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^ winds and the sea obey him 3" Suck- was 4hft 
omnipotence of Christ ! Those who beheld tti 
works saw and knew that he was «hmfldi^»c^ 

5. Another of the attribcitiss df <%IUf^^i^ 
Omniscience. He knows all things. > Wtf 
though an exclusive prerogative of God^W 
scriptures ascribe, abundantly, to Christ-. VIkM 
the Saviour demanded of Peter^ >^IsK>vest tirtlr 
^me ? — he said unto him, Lord, thou knbcwefiitrfl '^ 
'things ;^thou knowest that I love lhee»" '^^Rhi' 
is an express ascription of omnisciettce tO^^M 
Saviour. If it had not bei^ just,' wiTMi^ 
not suppose that he would . have vulBHrifei 
his ajflfectionate disciple to have entigrtaulijfi j 
such an erroneous and dangei^us 'ii^&tiiiHsIlt^^^ 
His admitting the declaration, ^tmdev ibiCl^^ 
circumstances, is the same in efiect, ^ if 1^- 
bad made it himself* Thou knowest all thihgtm 
1 am not able to conceive that a fuller testimd* 
ny to his omniscience could have been given. 

Christ says, Mat. xi. 27 ; ''All things aie' 
'delivered unto me of my Father :ahd no nmn- 
'knoweth the Son, but the Father; neitherknon^ 
'eth any man the Father, saVe the Son, and he 
'to whomsoever the Son will reveal him.'' H^rc 
we have a proof of the incomprehensibility rf 
Christ, as well as of his omniscience. It re^ 
quires omniscience fully to know the Father*' 
This the Son does. And he declares, tft tfaer 
same time, that the omniscience of the Father' 
is requisite to a full knowledge of the Son. 
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No subject of knowledge can more perfectly 
]uire the exercise of omniscience than sear- 
ing the heart. But this is often ascribed to 
irisi. In the solemn prayer of Solomon at 
^ dedication of the temple, the king says, 
five to every man according to his ways, 
lose heart thou knowest ; for thou, even 
ou only, knowest the hearts of all the chil- 
en of men.'' This, it seems, is the prerog- 
ve of God only. Yet Christ says, Rev. ii. 
.nd all the churches shall know that I am 
i which searcheth the reins and hearts ; 
id I will give unto every one of you accord- 
g to jTour works.'' He declares himself to 
the one that searcheth the heart* Thus, it 
3ears, not only, that he possesses this divine 
ribute, but that he is the only God. He 
ne is the searcher of all hearts. 
a the short epistles addressed to each of 

seven churches in Asia, all of them begin 
h the declaration of the Lord Jesus, ^'I 
aw thy works." This he could not do, 
ess he knew all things. — Mat. ix. ^'And 
hold certain of the scribes said within them- 
Ives, This man blasphemeth. And Jesus, 
owing the.ir thoughts, said, Wherefore think 

evil in your hearts ?" He knew their 
aghts, he knew the purposes and desires of 
ir hearts. — On a certain occasion, "there 
>se a reasoning among" the disciples, "which 
them should be greatest. And Jesus, per- 
iving the thought of their heatl. tocfts. ^ 



•child and set set him by him." The th. 
of theii hearts were all open to hia viev 

John II. "Now when he was in Jerusa 
•the passover, in the feast day, many he 
'in his name, when they saw the miracles 
'he did. But Jesus did not commit t 
'unto them, hecause he knew all men 
'needed not that any should testify of 
'for he knew what was in man." He 
that Judas intended to betray him. Am 
ceiving the purpose of his heart, he says t 
"That thou doest, do quickly." He kne 
Peter would deny him. And he knew, 
same time, that he would not do it froi: 
Tious purpose and malice of heart, but 
negligence in duty, and under the influe 
sudden and strong temptation. He the 
tells him, "I have prayed for thee." 

We mention but one more divine 
bute that the scriptures ascribe to th* 
Jesus. That is, 

6. Omnipresence. Matth. xviii. 20. 
'where two or three are gathered togei 
*my name, there am 1 in the midst of t 
HJB people have gathered together for wi 
in his name, in thousands of places, in 
period since he gave this promise ; at 
continue to do the same to the end 
world. Every returning sabbath witne 
multitude of worshipping assemblies, i 
ed in the name of Christ, all of whom ha 
promise of hia presence. 



Mat. itxviu. 19, 20. <'Go ye therefore, and 
^teacb all nations, baptizing them in the name 
*q{ the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
^Ghost ; Teaching them to observe all things, 
^whatsoever I have commanded you : and. To, 
^i am with you alway, even unto the end of the 
^world*'' His gospel is always to be taught, 
and by a great multitude of ministers ; but, if 
they are found faithful, he wiU be with them 
all, at all times, to the end of the world. This 
was his last promise to his people, and was 
immediately confirmed by his solemn ascension 
into heaven. 

It is said by the apostle John, ^^If any man 
^sin, we have an advocate with the Father, 
Oesus Christ the righteous.'' He is always ac- 
quainted with the errors and failings of his 
{people, and is ever presenting, for those that 
ear him, his prevalent intercession before his 
Father. — After Christ had risen from the dead, 
he appeared and disappeared, according to his 
pleasure ; he appeareed suddenly |among his 
disciples while the doors were shut. 

We thus see that the essential attributes of 
God, such as belong to him only, are abundantly 
ascribed, in the holy scriptures, to Christ. 
Thofie which we have particularly noticed, are 
Eternity, Self-existence, Immutability, Om- 
nipotence, Omniscience and Omnipresence. 
These, if the testimony of divfne truth is to 
be the rule of our faith, must determine 



the Lord Jesus to be truly God. We waiii 
no greater, no more exalted Saviour, tliau 
one possessing such a character. The heaveu 
and the earth are hi^. He justly sajs of him- 
self, " I am the Lord, and there is none elsf. 
'there ia no god besides nf" 



SERMON IV. 

JOHN I. 1, 2, 3, 4, 6. 

In the beginning was the Word, &:t. 

We now proceed to observe, 
IIK The divinity of Christ is proved from tht 
)rks or actions, which the scriptures uniform- 
ascribe to him. The sacred writers, both 
ophets and apostles, constantly ascribe to 
m the works of God. 

The first that we shall notice is creation. This 
ea has been, occasionally, referred to, already, 
ut it may deserve, in this place, a more par- 
cular consideration. On this truth, nothing 
m be more express than the words of the text. 
All things were made by him; and without him 
ras not any thing made that was made." Here 
ismost evident that the Evangelist meant to be 
nderstood. Of the works of Christ, which he 
' about to describe, this is the first that he men- 
ons. After noticing his self-existence and 
ternity, as being in the beginning with God, 
e immediately adds, "All things were made by 
lim.'' The declaration, it is true, is very sim- 
>le, but I know not how it could be any more 
titelligible or strong. But the Holy Spirit well 
:new how much the character of the Son 
irould be called in question, and, V5[ie.T^lQit^- 

6 
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immediately adds, by the evangelist, "And 
'without him was not any thing made that was 
*made.^' While he asserts that all things were 
made by him, he expressly excludes eyeiy 
other being from a participation in the work. 
Nothing was made but by him. 

Some have held that Christ is a created 
being, the first created, and the greatest of all 
creatures ; and that the world was made by 
him, by virtue of a delegated power, derived 
from God. But, according to the divine tee- 
timony now before us, the saviour acts no 
subordinate or delegated part, he is said to have 
made all things, and not only is there no inti- 
mation of any assistance, but the co-operatioo 
of any other being is expressly excluded. This 
sentiment also involves the absurdity that he 
who is expressly declared to have made all 
things that are made, is himself a created being. 
I think every unprejudiced reader of the scrip- 
tures will say that it is here declared that Christ 
made all things, as plainly, as it is in the be- 
ginning of Genesis, that they were all made 
by God. 

Many other passages of scripture ascribe the 
work of creation, expressly, to Christ. Col. i. 
"In whom we have redemption throueh his 
*blood, even the forgiveness of sins ; — For by 
'him were all things created that are in heaven, 
'and that are in earth visible and invisible,wheth- 
'er they be thrones or dominions, or principali- 
'tieh; or powers, ail things were created by him 
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1 for him. And he is before ail things, and by 
n all things consist*^' Here it is asserted, re- 
tedly, that all things were made by the Re- 
iner, including creatures in heaven, as well 
hose on earth. The angelic host are elear- 
eferred to, as being made by Christ, and for 
pleasure, as really as man. 
^8. cii. ^^Of old hast thou laid the founda- 
n of the earth : and the heavens are the 
rk of thy hands.'' This passage is quoted 
he first chapter of the Hebrews, and appli- 
expressly, to Christ. — Eph. iii. "Which 
m the beginning of the world hath been hid 
God, who created all things by Jesus 
ist." In the 4th chapter of Revelation, 
heavenly host are represented as saying to 
rist, "Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive 
ly, and' honour, and power, for thou hast 
sated all things ; and for thy pleasure they 
J and were created." 

:. The scriptures speak of Christ, as pre- 
ying and upholding all things. This indeed 
iirally results from his creation* He who 
ated all things must necessarily pieserve 
continue them in being. — Heb. i. 3. "Who 
ing the brightness of his glory, and the ex- 
3S8 image of his person, and upholding all 
tigs by the word of his power, when he had 
himself purged our sins, sat down on 
J right hand of the Majesty on high." — 
• I. "And he is before all things, ^nd by 
Q all things consist. "--^Job say^ to\C\%^^«- 



38 

viour, *'I have sinned, what shall I do u 
*0 thou Preserver of men ?■' 

The whole of the 1 27th Psalm is 
song, celebrating the protecting care, 
upholding mercy, of Christ, by whict 
sustains his people* "I will lift up n 
'unto the hills, from whence cometh i 
'My help cometh from the Lord, whi 
^heaven and earth. He will not sufiei 
Ho be moved : he that keepeth thee 
'slumber. Behold, he that keepeth Isr 
'neither slumber nor sleep. The Lo 
'keeper. The Lord is thy shade u 
'right hand. The sun shall not sin 
'by day, nor the moon by night. T 
'shall preserve thee from all evil ; 
'preserve thy soul. The Lord shall 
'thy going out, and thy coming in, i 
'time forth, and even forever more 
Lord Jesus will guide the courses of 
he will direct the influences of the r 
!j will controul the operations of the sea 

the benefit and support of his people, 
is their keeper, he is the preserver of 
ted things, and makes them all suhse 
the merciful designs of his grace.-The 
says again of his Saviour, "Except i 
'keep the city, the watchman waketl 
j 'vain." Vain is the help of ma 

'f human prudence or skill, no created 

'' or wisdom, can uphold and preserve 

it must be sustained by Ut^Lel'^i God. 
Saviour J and by him a\oive. 
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We have before shown, that the God of the 
!ovenant, who covenanted with the ancient pa - 
riarchg, was Christ> His covenant with No- 
h, after the flood, forcibly confirms the truth 
re have now in view, that all created things, 
re upheld by him. The faithful patriarch 
ame out of the ark, and built an altar, andof- 
ered burnt-offerings to God his preserver. 
'And the Lord smelled a sweet savour; and the 
Lord said inhis heart, I will not again curse the 
ground any more for man's sake. He then sub- 
oins a most merciful promise, "While the eapth 
rcmaineth, seed-time and harvest, cold and 
heat, and summer and winter, and day and 
night shall not cease." He further said to the 
nierable father of all succeeding generations, 
'And 1 will establish my covenant with you : 
neither shall all flesh be cut off any more by 
the waters of a flood. — I do set my bow in the 
'cloud, and it shall be for a token of a covenant 
^between me, and the earth. And it shall come 
^to pass, when I bring a cloud over the earth, 
'that the bow shall be seen in the cloud : And 
^I will remember my covenant." — These cove- 
nant promises, you will perceive, respect the 
operations of the elements, the changes and par- 
ticular nature of the seasons, the productions 
of the earth, and the phenomena of the heavens. 
That they all may be performed, according to 
the word of the great Promiser, through the 
various successive ages of time, all tVve%vt \w\%i\. 
be upbeldy in their various ener^es ^tvdi o^^- 
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rations, by his own holy will. A single 
ment will confirm this truth, that Ch 
holds all things, to which the scriptures 
full a testimony* Creation is calling < 
things into existence. Whatever is cr< 
dependant on the will of its creator for i 
tinuance in being. If that life-giving 
be taken away, any moment, it would r€ 
non-existence. This thought is verified 
perishable nature of every object aroi 
Even the heavens shall perish as a vestu 
is therefore necesssary, that all these t 
things should be continually upheld by t 
ative power of him whose voice first calle 
into existence. 

3. The Lord Jesus is the absolute a 
versal governor of the world. Few thin 
cerning his character are more fully att< 
the word of God, than this. Ps. xlv. 
'throne O God is forever and ever, the ! 
•of thy kingdom is a right sceptre." Tl 
sage is quoted in the first chapter of t 
brews, and shown to be addressed to 
It represents his government to be ur 
and eternal. 

In the second Psalm, the universal ^ 
ment of Christ is declared with great foi 
beauty. "Yet have I set my King upon n 
'hill of Zion. 1 will declare the decre 
'Lord hath said unto me. Thou art in 
'this day have I begotten thee. Ask of m< 
^shaUgive thee the heaftieivfoT iVviwe inhe 
'^nd the uifermost parts ot fti^ ^^^^ 
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• Thou shalt break them with a rod 
lou shalt dash them in pieces like a 
issel. Kiss the Son lest he be angry.'' 
I psalm gives a still more magnificent 
I of the kingdom and government of 
e shall have dominion also from sea 

I from the river an to the ends of 
—Yea, all things shall fall down be- 
all nations shall serve him. He shall 
: poor and needy, and shall save 

of the needy. He shall redeem 
\ from deceit and violence : and pre- 

II their blood be in his sight. — His 
I.endure forever : — and men shall be 
I him: all nations shall call him bless- 
the important traits in this dcscrip* 
most clearly, that the character in 

irist. And while the prophecy points 
Ltent of his dominion, it declares the 
of his government ; that all nations 
im blessed. It is added in the conclu- 
le enraptured prophet, "And let the 
rth be filled with his glory." 
)phet Isaiah says of his Saviour, **Un- 
lild is born, unto us a son is given, 
)vernmciit shall be upon his shoul- 
le increase of his government and 
re shall be no end." 
)phct Daniel had a very clearvision of 
fiment and glory of his Lord. "1 saw 
ght visions, and behold, one like. V.V\c:. 
\D came with the clouds o{\iedu>«v\^^.'DA 
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'rame to the Ancient of days, and Ihcy broi 
'him near before him. And there was gi 
'hiiri donii^ion, and glory, and a kingdom, i 
'all people, nations, and languages, sh( 
's*»rve him : his dominion is an everlas 
'- T.r.i'iioii, which shall not pass away, and 
'i;i:.gdoin that which shall not be destroyc 
— It was the particular design of the i 
Spirit to comfort Daniel and his people, in 
time of th( ir deep afflictions in the Babylo 
captivity, when their sorrows were r 
severe, when the prospects of the chucrh v 
painful in the extreme, with a view of the 
character of their Lord, and of the future g 
of ZiGo. Thus he was assured, though 
church mi2;ht now be in affliction and repro 
though Jerusalem was forsaken and her < 
secrated walls trodden down, that her 
a?id Saviour lived, that the government of 
world was absolutely in his hai^d, that 
ri^^htcous and the wicked were all under 
controul, that he would, ultimately, make 
cause to triumph, while all his enemies sh 
be put under his feet 

The Saviour, himself, asserts his governr 
to be universal, extending to all the evi 
well as the good, in this world. Thus he 
by the Prophet Isaiah, " 1 am the Lord, 
'tnere is none else, there is no God besides 
c — I form the light and create darkness : I r 
'peace, and create evil ; 1 the Lord do all t 
'things. — That they may know from the r 
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of the sun, and from the west, that there is 
'none besides me, I am the Lord, and there 
is none else." — All this is declared by him who 
::alls himself the Saviour and the Redeemer of 
Israel. 

The doctrine of the universal government 
Df Christ is taught with equal clearness by the 
apostles, in the New Testament. Acts x. 
'*The word which God sent unto the children 
^of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ ; 
'(he is Lord of all.") — Rom.ix. "Whose are the 
'fiitbers, and of whom, as concerning the flesh, 
'Christ came, who is over all God blessed 
'forever." In the introduction of the Epistle to 
the Ephestans, the apostle evidently dci>igns 
to exhibit the character and exalt the glory of 
his Saviour. "Which he wrought in Christ, 
'when he raised him from the dead, and set 
^him at his own right hand in heavenly places, 
'farabove all principality, and power, and might, 
'and dominion, and every name that is named, 
^not only in this world, but also in that which 
'is to come ; and hath put all things under his 
'feet, and gave him to be head over all things 
'to the church." 

The noted passage in Philippians^ in which 
there is a special design to state the hu- 
miliation and exaltation of the Redeemer, it 
would be improper for us to omit. "Where- 
'fore God also hath highly exalted him, and 
'given him a name which is above every name \ 
'fJiat at the name of Jesus every kxv^.e, ^cwJA 
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'bow. of things in heaven, and things in earth, 
'and things under the earth ; and that every 
'tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is 
'Lord, to the glory of God the Father." — The 
SaviouF says of himself. Rev. in, "These 
'things saith he that is holy, he that is true, he 
'that hath the key of David ; he that openeth, 
^a!id no man shutteth ; and shutteth and no 
'n.ai: openeth/' 

The government of Christ over created be- 
ings is proveable from his being the Creator; in 
the same manner as we argued his preserva- 
tion of all things that exist. Divine provi- 
dence, or the divine government of the world, 
is nothing but the disposing or regulating the 
works of creation, in such araanner,as to answer 
the holy purposes of the Creator's will. It is 
evident that God must have made all things for 
his own pleasure, or for his own glory. No other 
motive could have existed, that we can con- 
ceive, which could have moved him to exert 
his creative power. And this is expressly de- 
clared in the wcrd of God. Rev. iv. "Thou 
'hast created all things ; and for thy pleasure 
'they are and were created." If the works of 
creation are to answer the purposes of the Cre- 
ator, they must be ever under his controul, 
disposed according to the counsels of his holy 
will. 'J'he Creator is Christ. It will then fol- 
low t^>at tJ5t» government of all things must be 
with 'Mm, ti rtt he may cause to be accomplish- 
ed all ttie ^reat ends which he had in view in 
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creation, and suffer nothing else to be acconi> 
plished. This is in conformity with his own 
declaration, ^'Allpower is given unto me in hea- 
^ven and in earth.'' 

The promises of Christ to his people prove, 
most fully, that he is theabsolute moral governor 
'of the WQrld. "Lo, I am with you alway, even 
'unto the end of the world." If the promise 
of his presence mean any thing, it must imply 
protection, support, assistance, consolation. 
These could never be afforded, but in a small 
degree, if at all, unless the government of the 
world were in his handa, that the events of pro- 
vidence could be constantly directed by his 
&ithftilness and mercy. Luke xxi. ^^Andye 
'shall be hated of all men for my name's sake. 
'But there shall not an bair of your head per- 
'ish. In your patience possess ye your souls. — 
'Settle it, therefore, in your hearts, not to med- 
'itate before what ye shall answer : for I will 
^giveyoua mouth and wisdom, which all your 
.'adversaries shall not be able to gain-say nor re- 
'sist." These promises could never be per- 
formed unless the events of providence, the ac- 
tions and the hearts, of men, both the righteous 
and the wicked, were ever under the controul 
of the Lord Jesus. Thus the government is 
upon his shoulder, who is the mighty God, tne 
Prince of peace. 

4. The word of God teaches us that the Lord 
Jesus possessed and exercised the power of 
healing the stck, and raising the dead. We 
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might here take a view of his miracles generallj; 
but as those which fall under the descriptioD, • 
now mentioned, were among those that were 
most intelligible to beholders and most clearly . 
evincive of his character, a brief notice of (Am 1 
will be sufficient for our present purpose. ! 
Christ says, John v. **For as the Father raisetb 
'up the dead, and quickeneth them ; even so the j 
'Son quickeneth whom he will.— Verily, verily. 
'1 say unto you, the hour is coming, and now is, 
'when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son 
'of God: and they that hear shall live. For 
'as the Father hath life in himself, so bath he 
'given to the Son to have life in himself."— 
The apostle says of his Lord, "The fir^ man 
'Adam was made a living soul, the last Adam 
'was made a quickening spirit." 

In conformity with these declarations, the 
Saviour often exemplified this power, in quick- 
vi'iu^j: the dead. lie came to the bier of the 
only son of a mourning widow, carrying out of 
the city to be buried. '*And he said, young 
'man, I say unto thee, arise. And he thatwa? 
'dead sat up, and began to speak." There was 
nothincc but his word. He commanded, and it 
was (lone. — He came to the daughter of Jairus. 
and said. '*Damsel, (1 say unto thee) arise. 
'And straightway the damsel arose and walked.*' 
— He goes to the grave of Lazarus, his friend, 
and cries with a loud voice, '"Lazarus come 
forth." The dead obeys his call. The bars 
of death cotild no longer contain their prisoner. 
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—These persons returned to life, in health 
smd soundness, and their acquaintance knew 
that they were raised from the dead* 

This power of Christ was still more forcibly 
exhibited in his own resurrection from the 
dead. It is evident to every attentive reader 
of the gospels, that his death was voluntary* 
He could have escaped from his enemies, with 
infinite ease, had he been so disposed. He 
knew all their designs, before they made any 
attempis to put them into execution ; for he 
repeatedly assured his disciples that he must 
die, and pointed out many of the circumstan- 
ees of his death. He even assured them of 
an event, than which nothing could be more 
unexpected, that, by one of their own number 
he should be betrayed into the hands of his 
enemies: and singled out the wretched individ- 
ual. — On several preceding occasions the wick* 
ed sought to take his life, but he escaped out 
of their hands, because he knew that his time 
was not yet come* He had not finished the 
work that was given him to do. He did not 
die till he saw that every thing was accomplish- 
ed, — till he could say, " It is finished." Then, 
he bowed his head, and '^ yielded up the 
^Ghost." 

The scriptures describe the death of no other 
oerson like that of Christ. All others, — died. 
ne, — gave up the ghost: he dismissed his 
spirit ; implying, he did it, entirely, of his own 
free will. In accordance with thU ^^xilvov^iB^^ 
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is Vm own declauratioB concerning bin 
^ Therefore dotb my Father love me 1 
^I lay down my life, that I might take i 
*No man taketfi it from me, bat I lay 
*of myself: I have power to lay it do¥ 
'have power to take it again*'' — It is 
tfiat the merit of the Saviour's death, 
crifice for sin, as an offering for the bo 
Grod, mast consist, in a great measure 
being a voluntary offering. Thus b 
^ Therefore doth my Father love me, 1 
*I lay down my life." And God says 
prophet, ^^ Therefore will I divide binr 
^tton with the great, and be shall div 
^spoil with the strong ; because be bath 
4tts soul unto death." 

As the Lord Jesus voluntarily laid d< 
life, he took it again, at bis own pleasui 
be says in the words already Doticed, 
'down my life that I might take it i 
Thus be told bis disciples, some time 
the event, " The Son of Man shall be b< 
*unto the chief-priests, and unto the i 
'and they shall condemn bim to death 
'shall deliver him to the Gentiles to mo< 
'to scourge, and to crucify bim : and tl 
'day be shall rise again." This event d 
ed on his own purpose, to will and to p< 
In conformity with this declaration, ] 
from the tomb, on the third day after 1 
cifixion, and appeared unto many. His 
pisjer death is forcibly described by the 
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Peter. " Whom God hath raised up, having 
loosed the pains of death : because it wa6 not 
^possible that he should be holden of it.'' 

But the most wonderful display of the power 
of Christ in raising the dead, is yet to be made. 
This is, indeed, foretold in the scriptures, 
but it is yet to take place, and all of us, as well 
as all our fellow-men, are to be witnesses of the 
scene. This is the general resurrection of the 
last day. T^at will be the work of Christ. Of 
this event, he says, ^'And this is the will of him 
^that sent me, that every one that seeth the 
'Son, and believeth on him, may have ever- 
lasting life : and I will raise him up at the last 
'day." And again, " Whoso eateth my flesh, 
'and drinketh my blood, hath eternal li(e ; and 
'I will raise him up at the last day.'' He says 
again respecting the Son of man, John v. 
" Marvel not at this 5 for the hour is coming, 
'in the which all that are in their graves shaiil 
'hear his voice, and shall come forth; they 
'that have done good unto the resurrection of 
'life ; and they that have done evil unto the 
'resurrection of damnation." They are to hear 
the voice of the Son of man, like Lazarus they 
are to come forth at his call, even all thai are 
in their graves^ whether of the just or the un- 
just. The raising of the dead is a necessary 
part of the work of the final judgment, which, 
it is well known, is to be performed by Christ 
Jesus. 

The power of the Saviour, in VvcsjaXvcv^^Mt 
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sick, was manifested so often while l 
earth, that it would seem superfluou 
any examples. A few cases, howevei 
properly noticed, Mark"V. "And 
^woman, which had an issue of bloo 
^years, and had suffered many things 
^physicians, and had spent all that she 
*was nothing better but rather gre^ 
^when she had heard of Jesus, can^ 
^press behind, and touched his g^rme 
^straightway the fountain of her b 
Mried up ; and she felt in her body 
^was healed of that plague.'^ It is si 
other case, "And whithersoever he 
*inko villages, or cities, or countiy, 
'the sick in the streets, and besought 
'they might touch, if it were, but th 
'his garment, and as many as touched 
'made whole." 

When John the Baptist sent from 1 
to Jesus, to know whether he were t\ 
he replies, "Go and shew John eg 
'things which ye do hear and see : i 
'receive their sight, and the lame w 
'lepers are cleansed, and the deaf h 
'dead are raised up, and the poor have 
'pel preached unto them." He then a 
peculiar tenderness and solemnity, ''A 
'ed is he whosoever shall not be off 
^me." 



SERMON V. 
JOHN I, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5. 
In the beginning was the Wordj ire. ^ 

In attempting to point out sonne of the works 
of Christ which show him to be a divine per- 
son, we shall next observe, 

5. The Lord Jesus has the power of for- 
^ving sin. I do not know that we can name 
my work that belongs, more exclusively, to 
Grod, than this. Sin is a transgression of his 
law. He alone can fully know the extent and 
:laims of his own law, and the evils of a viola- 
tion. Then, none but himself can dispense 
mth the execution of its penalties. None 
3ther can release the transgressor ff^om the 
condemnation to which he is exposed. If the 
ibi^veness of sin could be granted by any 
>ther than the true God, it is evident that the 
government of the world would be taken out 
)f his hands. 

We shall now see that this work belongs to 
Christ. Godsays,Ex.xxiii.20,21. "Behold,! 
send an Angel before thee, to keep thee in the 
way, and to bring thee into the place which I 
have prepared. Beware of him and obey his 
voice, provoke him not : for he will not pardom 
•your transgressions; for my name\9vUib\tcu** 

7* 
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The Angel here mentioned, as has b» 
shown, was Christ. The people of '. 
here assured, if they provoke him, i 
not obey his voice, he will not par< 
transgressions. It would have been £ 
deed, to have assured that people ths 
gel, who was to lead them through th 
ness, would not pardon their iniquitic 
of their continued transgressions, u 
power of pardoning belonged to him, 
Mat. IX. 2, &c. '' And, behold, the 
^to hifn a man sick of the palsy, lying 
^ariH Jesus, seeing their faith, said unl 
*of the palsy, Son, be of good cheer 
^be forgiven thee. And, behold, < 
Hhe scribes said within themselves, 
*blasphemeth. And Jesus, know 
^thoughts, said, Wherefore think ye e 
'hearts I For whether is easier to say 
'be forgiven thee / or to say, Arise a 
'But that ye may know that the Sc 
'hath power on earth to forgive sins, ( 
'he to the sick of the palsy,) Arise. 
'thy bed, and go iiito thine house, 
'arose, and departed to his house. "- 
dcut tNat a primary object of this paj 
establish the sentiment we have nov 
Indeed, the Saviour evidently cons 
question as brought to an issue. S 
paralytic person before him, looking 
the Messiah for immediate relief, 
'' Thy sins be forgiven thee." Tl 
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and Pfaarkees, who were witnesses of the 
scene, said among themselves, ^^ This man 
^blasphemeth ; who can for^ve sins but God 
'only ?" In this reasoning they were certainly 
correct* None but God can foi^ive sins* And 
if Jesus of Nazareth had been a mere man, or 
any created being, his presuming to forgive 
sin would have been blasphemy. This posi- 
tion the Saviour evidently admits. And tells 
them, " That y^ may know that the Son of 
'man hath power on earth to forgive sins,'' 
turning to the paralytic, he saitb, '' Arise, take 
'up thy bed, and go into thine house.'' His 
word is obeyed. — The question to be decided 
was. Could Jesus forgive sins ? ^He, expressly, 
claims that power. The scribes deny it. He 
appeals to a miracle to be. wrought, immedi- 
ately, before them. The miracle is wrought 
by his word. This, they all knew, no one could 
do but God. As Christ did it, he, was God. 
Of course, he had power to forgive sin.— Or if 
you choose to take the argument the other 
way, that God wrought the miracle by him, 
the consequence is the same.^ God would not 
work a miracle to establish a falsehood. Christ 
claimed that he had authority to forgive sip. 
The miracle is wrought to confirm that claim. 
It is thus settled, by the testimony of God, that 
he has that authority. 

In the affecting death of Stephen, the first 
martyr for Christ, we are toid, " They stoned 
"^Stejph^, calUi^ upon God, and saying. Lord 
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■Jesus, receive my spirit. And he kneeled 
'down, and said with a loud voice, Lord, h)^ 
■not this sin to their charge." With bis dji»5 
breath, he called upon God. And he calls him 
Lord Jesus. He then prays that he wotildDol 
lay the sin of his murderers to their charge. 
That is, tiiat he would forgive them. Thii, 
Stephen would not have done, unless forgive- 
ness belongs to him. 

Col. 111. 13. " Forbearing one another, and 
'forgiving one another, if any man haveaqua^ 
'rel against any ; even as Christ forgave yon, 
'so also do ye." — The apostle observes, in the 
introduction to the Epistle to the Epheaians, 
" Having predestinated us unto the adoptioa of 
'children by Jesus Christ ; — In whom we have 
'redemption through his blood, the forgivenesi 
'of sins, according to the riches of his grace." 
We thus have forgiveness of sins from Chritl. 
On a very trying occasion, surrounded by an 
host of enemies, the apostle Peter stood ap 
and declared, " The God of our fathers raised 
'up Jesus, whom ye slew, and hanged on s 
'tree : Him hath God exalted, with hia righl 
'hand, to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give 
'repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins." 
— An essential point of his character and work 
is to grant forgiveness of sins. 

6. The Lord Jesus sustains the character of 
Head of the Church. In this character, he 
performs many works which belong to God 
■jilom. Eph. I. 23. "And hath put all thingi 
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y 'under his feet, and gate faim to be head over 
I; 'all things to the church.'^ Col. i* '' And he 
: 48 before all things, and by him all things con- 
'sist; and he is the head 6f the body, the 
'church." Acts xx. 28. " To feed the church 
'of God which he hath purchased with his own 
'blood." Haying purchased it with his' blood, 
it must be his property, of which he is the 
head. As head of the church, the Lord Jesus 
has established and thaintained that sacred 
kingdom in this world. 

By a great variety of representations, as well 
as by his express testimonies, Christ Jesus has 
taught us that the Mediatorial Kingdom, the 
kingdom of redeeming grace, rests, exclusive- 
ly, upon himself. Of this nature, is his memo- 
rable promise to Peter, Mat. xvi. " Upon this 
'rock I will build my church, and the gates of 
'hell shall not prevail against it.^' This decla- 
ration of the Saviour was in reference to the 
confession which this disciple had just made. 
Christ says to his disciples, after having been 
told the opinion of many concerning him, "But 
'whom say ye that I am ? And Simon Peter 
'answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the 
'Son of the living God. And Jesus answered 
'and said unto him. Blessed art thou, Simon 
'Barjona ; foir flesh and blood hath not revealed 
'it unto thee, but my Father which is in hea- 
'ven." Here we have Peter's confession of 
his faith in Christ. His Lord assures him that 
this faith is the efiect of a divine illumination 
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from his heavenly Father. He confessi 
sua to be the Christ ; the promised, the a 
ed, Saviour of the world. His Lord th 
pUes, admitting the correctness of his cc 
ion, " Upon this Rock," this Saviour 
you have now acknowledged, " I will 
^my church, and the gates of bell shall n( 
'vail against it." It is built upon himscl 
for this reason, because it rests on such a 
dation, the gates of hell shall not p 
against it. — It is worthy of observation, 
that Christ uses the expression my ckurc 
is, in all respects, his own ; purchased 
blood, enlightened by hia truth, protect 
his care, supported by his almighty powe 
to be ultimately glorified by his grace, 
thus, the head of the church, comprehe 
its foundation and its support. 

Similar to the testimony of Christ to 1 
is hia solemn declaration in the 2'id chap 
Revelation. " I Jesus have sent mine 
'to testifyunto you these things in the ch 
'es. I am the root and the onspring of 1 
'and the bright and morning star." Davi 
the most illustrious of the kings of Israel 
was a man of war, eminently victorious 
the enemies of the church. He also fc 
the design, and began the work of the te 
which completed the system of divine w< 
for the prophetical dispensation. He was 
one of the greatestof prophets. — Uniting 
several characters, he was, for a leason, 
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I as a man could be, the head of the church* 
J Now, Christ says, " I am the root of Datid.'' 
3 He from whom David sprang, who set him up, 
to act iu his name, as his servant, to rule, to 
support, to enlighten his people, to guide them 
to God, and to heavenly glory. Thus, Christ 
says to him, by the prophet, " I took thee from 
Hhe sheep-cote, from following the sheep, to 
^be ruler over my people, over IsraeK And I 
'was with thee whithersoever thou wentest,and 
'havecut off all thine enemies out of thy sight." 
This was not ultimately, the work of David, 
but of David's root. 

In the character of the head of the church, 
it is evident that the Lord Jesus must be the 
support, the strength, and the vital principle, 
of the church, in all periods of time. The 
church of Christ is composed of the children 
of men, of fallen, sinful, creatures. These 
must be born anew in Christ Jesus : they must 
be enlightened in the knowledge of God, and 
of the great salvation : they must be protected 
from the efibrts of innumerable and subtle ene- 
mies: they must be sustained and kept in the 
divine life, against incessant temptation, and 
all the weakness and corruption of their own 
hearts : they must be constantly fed and nour- 
ished by his grace, and built up in holiness and 
love, to be prepared for the eternal presence 
and service of God. 

The materials of which the church of Christ 
is to be composed are, altogether, weak, sinful, 
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and corrupt. Fitly represented by the vision 
of the dry bones in the open valley, .presented 
to the propnet. "Behold, there were very 
'many in the open valley ; and, lo, they were 
'very dry." These were raised to become an 
exceeding great army. So is the woris of 
Christ. Lost sinners, of whom is to be com- 
posed the church of the first-born in heaven, 
are, in themselves, as hopeless for such a work, 
as were those bones for a great army. Yet, 
the church of God is to be formed to a state 
most exalted and perfect. Eph. v. '' Christ 
'also loved the church, and gave himself for it; 
' — that he might present it to himself, a glo- 
'rious church, not having spot or wrinkle, or 
'any such thing." This work can never be in- 
termitted. How short is any generation of be- 
lievers! These cannot continue but a little 
season. Others must be brought to their place, 
that their Lordmay always have a renmant, 
that he may ever have some on earth to wit- 
ness for him. 

Various and extensive are the means and in- 
struments which the Head of the church is al- 
ways employing, for the maintenance and ad- 
vancement of his great cause. For the ancient 
church, he was constantly raising up and send- 
ing them prophets, to make known his truth, 
and vindicate his name. As he says " I have 
'sent also unto you all my servants the pro- 
'phets, rising up early and sending them.^' In 
gospel times, he gives to his people his word 
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sind his holy ordinances, which he has engaged 
bo accompany with his blessing. 

The events of Providence must always be 
[>rdered with reference to the interests of the 
church. Perhaps no event takes place in the 
christian world, at least there are very few, 
which are not connected, in some way or oth- 
er, with the interests of the church. The Lord 
Jesus raises up its friends for its protection 
and support. He raises up enemies to inflict 
upon his people that chastisement and disci- 
pline which he sees to be necessary for them, 
to reclaim them from the ways of evil, and to 
bring them to himself. He raised up Cyrus to 
go at the head of a great army, with the heart 
and designs of a martial conqueror, to break 
the yoke of idolatrous oppression, and release 
his people from captivity. He disposes Artax- 
erxes^, glorying in the pride of eastern magnifi- 
cence, sinking in the softness of Asiatic luxury, 
to issue an edict and make adequate provision 
to restore the desolated Jerusalem, and rebuild 
the temple of the living God. He calls Solo- 
mon and Josiah to rule his people in judgment 
and justice, and teach them the truth and wor- 
ship which he had appointed. He raises up 
Sennacherib to execute his judgments upon 
them, and to chastise them for their multiplied 
transgressions. Similar events could easily be 
mentioned from the word of God, to an indefi- 
nite extent, appointed by the holy wisdom of 
the great Head of the church, vrvtVv ^ 4\\^^\. 

8 



Tiew to its intere^. its pre^ervstioR. adA pw- 
peritT. Profane histon' abounds with siirular 
acta. Everj sttendTe reader of the histoij 
of aations, will constantly discorer manj of the 
most imponant events, to have aD immediate 
coanexioQ with the interests of the church of 
Christ. 

tVbea Alexander was persuing hie conquesta 
ID Asia, resolved lo subjecl every power to his 
wide dominion ; as he approached the city of 
Jerusalem, the High-Prieat Jaddue, with a 
great number of the aubordinate priests, went 
out ID solemn emba^y to meet him, clothed in 
their sacerdotal vestmcDts. and intreated him 
to spare the Jewish state, and leave them to 
the undisturbed enjoyment of their sacred 
wor.ehip. The Conqueror, whom no enemv 
could terrify, whose lust of domiiiioD no pos- 
sessions could satiate, bowed with reverence, 
with solemn awe and trembling, before the 
servant of Aaron's God, and granted alt his re- 
in the time of the Diocletian persecution, 
the last and greatest effort of Paganism for the 
destruction of Christianity, the government of 
the Roman Empire was shartd by several dif- 
ferent sovereigns ; and their mutual jealoustei, 
with their individual ambition and private de- 
signs, prevented a steady co-operation in the 
fatal purpose, and saved the Church. Though 
each one would have rejoiced, and, had he 
possessed the supreme power, would, probablg. 
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have used it ail to exterminate from the em- 
pire every vestige of the religion of Christ. 

At the time of the Reformation, when the 
Church was emerging from the insupportable 
mass of Papal corruptions, Charles V* Empe^ 
ror of Germany, and Francis !• King of France, 
the greatest princes of that active age, were 
equally enemies of the Reformation, and per- 
secuted the Protestants in their own dominions 
with unrelenting severity. Yet, the lust of 
dominion was their ruling passion. And, being 
constant rivals for power, and in a state of na- 
tional war the greater part of their reigns, em- 
bittered by the constant corrosions of disap- 
pointed ambition and personal enmity, each of 
them afforded frequent aid and essentia] relief 
to the protestant subjects of the other, for the 
purpose of fomenting divisions, and weakening 
the power of the hated rival. In this manner, 
those zealous supporters of Papal corruption 
were, indirectly, sapping its foundations. 

1 might go on with a statement of similar 
facts to any extent. But more is unnecessa- 
ry. — While we thus discover the events of 
Providence constantly guided by a holy and 
unseen hand for the welfare of the church, we 
perceive that He who is the church's head, 
who manages all its concerns, and protects all 
its interests, is the disposer of every event ; 
that he looks through all periods of time, and 
constantly exercises a power, wisdom, and 
goodness, which can belong to noti^WX.^^^^ 
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7. The Lord Jesus is to be the final Judge 
of the world. Of this truth, it is UQQeccsssr}' l! 
to multiply testimonibs. as it is one which the 
scriptures have made most plain. Christ saji, 
himself, "For the Father judgeth no man; 
'but hath committed all judgment unto the 
'Son. Acis svri. 31. " Because he hath ap- 
'pointed a day in the which he will judge ttie 
'world in righteousness, by that man whom he 
'hatli ordained ; whereof he hath given assu- 
'ranee unto all men, in that he hath raised bim 
'from the dead,''— In the 25th of Matthew, the 
Saviour has given us a particular account of 
the process of the liiial judgment, as it is to be 
conducted by himself. 

In the close of the Revelation, which was 
evidently designed to be the conclusion of the 
sacred volume, the Lord Jesus gives his last 
testimony of his purpose to judge the world, in 
righteousness ; and says, " Behold, 1 come 
'quickly; and my reward is with me, to give 
'every man according as his work shall be." 
Nothing is more evident than that it must be 
the work of God to judge the world. The 
first requisite for this great transaction is a per- 
fect knowledge of all hearts. The state of the 
lieart constitutes the essential part of the char- 
acter of every moral being, as viewed by a 
holy God. Here, only, is any true obedience 
to the divine law. " Thou shalt Jove the Lord 
'thy God, with all thy heart, and thy neighbour 
ij; thyself." A compliance with these great 



83 

precepts is to be found in the exercises of the 
heart. A want of love to God or our neigh- 
hour, is a plain violation of these commands* 
The greater part of the duties of the christian 
life proceed, immediately, from the affections 
of the heart ; and the principal sins, committed 
against God, are from the same source. Christ 
has taught us that " Out of the heart proceed 
*evil thoughts," with a long catalogue of the 
most aggravated vices : while, " with the 
*heart man believeth unto righteousness." — 
It is evident, as we have shown already, that it 
is the prerogative of God alone to search ttie 
heart. David says to his son, " The Lord 
'searcheth all hearts, and understandeth all the 
^imaginations of the thoughts." Yet, without 
this knowledge, it is equally evident that no 
one can judge the world in righteousness. 

We may percive, in another view, that a 
divine intelligence is necessary for the judg- 
ment of the world. We are assured that every 
work is to be brought into judgment, with 
every secret thing. What mind, but one that 
is infinite, can comprehend the individual char- 
acters of countless millions, with all their works? 
It is the Judge that is to bring every work into 
judgment. We have forgotten, and shaH never 
recollect till he bring them to our remem- 
brance, many of the events of our lives, which 
will then be found to be of a most important 
nature. He is to see that no tran8actlo{v^Cc<^\sw 
the hegijoning to the end o{ Ume, ^Qcu^V w^ ^^^ 

8* 
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word, that shall have ever fallen from the hpb 
of any one of Adam's race, shall be overlooked 
or forgotten. He must see that not one indi- 
vidual, in the countless throng gathered be- 
fore him, is neglected. 

The performance of the judgment must re- 
quire an infinite wisdom. Every event, every 
instance of moral conduct, every transaction 
between man and God, or between man and 
man, is to be weighed and adjusted according 
to the most perfect rectitude and justice. Every 
sin must be viewed in connexion with all its 
attendant aggravations, and with every temp- 
tation or circumstance that could alleviate its 
guilt. The situation and circumstances of 
every accountable being, at all times, must be 
accurately weighed, in order to determine the 
true nature of their deserts. Every action of 
obedience or duty, of love to God or creatures, 
must be viewed in connexion with every con- 
sideration which may enhance or diminish its 
value. That the Judge may, not only, distin- 
guish between the saved and the lost, but that 
he may render unto every one, precisely, ac- 
cording as his work shall be. 

Infinite goodness will be necessary for the 
Judge of the world. He is to pronounce an 
acquittal upon vast numbers of our fallen race, 
and receive them as the blessed of the Father 
to the holy dwelling of God in heavenly glory. 
In view of the infinite guilt of all of mankind, 
of the little grace to bo found in the best of 
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iphristians, of the amazing deficiency, negli- 
gence^, unfaithfulness, and constant provoca- 
tions, of the followers of Christ ; nothing less 
than a love,a compassion, a long-suffering, great 
as heaven, and inexhaustible as eternity, could 
save the guilty, and bring the unworthy believer 
to the mansions of rest. 

Thus, in every view of the amazing scene of 
the judgment to come, the proof is irresistible 
that the Judge must be truly divine. He must 
be, as we have seen, the searcher of hearts, 
infinite in knowledge, in wisdom, and in good- 
ness. This Judge is the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Then, all these divine attributes belong to him. 
In whom dwells all the fulness of God. To 
him be glory forever; Amen. 



SERMON VI. 

JOHN I. 1,2,3,4,5. 

In the beginning loas ihe Word, ^c. 

We now proceed to show 

IV. That the Godhead of Christ is proved 
from the Worship which the acriptures inform 
us of having been paid to him, and which Ibe; 
require for him. The first priociple of the 
religion of the bible is that we are to worship 
God, and him only. And the true dilference 
between this rehgion and every other, is, that 
those enjoin worship to bcoflered to rarious be- 
ings, to such as are no gods, while this directs our 
services to the one God, who alone is Jehovah. 

In the front of Sinai's law, we have the great 
command, the first and most important of the 
decalogue, 'TAou sliall have no other gods be- 
^fore me." This commandment is intended to 
assure us that there is no God but the God of 
Israel, and that no olher being is to be worship- 
ped. The three following commandments are 
a sort of exposition or illustration of the first. 
To this purpose is the testimony of Christ. 
Mat. VII, " One of the scribes — asked him. 
'Which is the first commandment of all ? And 
'Jesus answered him, The first of all the com-- 
vnandmsatB is. Hear, O Asia.«\-, "VVft liaT4<j«r 
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%od is one Lord : And thou shalt love the Lord 
*thy God with all thy heart." — In the tempta- 
tion of Christ, the devil '^ saith anto him, All 
^these things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall 
Mown and worship me. Then saith Jesus unto 
'him, Get thee hence, Satan ; for it is written, 
'Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and 
'him only shalt thou serve.";No being in heav- 
en or earth was entitled to any worship but the 
only God. 

King Hezekiah, in his niemorable prayer in 
the temple, when he and all his people were 
involved in the titmost anxiety and distress, 
"prayed before the Lord, and said, O Lord God 
'of Israel, which dWellest between the cheru- 
'bims,th6u art the God, even thou alone, of all 
'the kingdoms of the earth ; thou hast made 
'heaven and earth." He proceeds to plead 
with him to defend his people and his worship, 
against the enmity of idolaters, who served 
gods that were no gods. The Lord heard his 
prayer, and brought to' Israel a great deliver* 
ance. 

In the last of Revelation, the beloved dis- 
ciple gives us the following account of the 
nature of divine worship. "And, when I had 
'heard and seen, I fell down to worship before 
'the feet of the angel which shewed me tiiese 
'things. Then saith he unto me. See thou doit 
'not : for I am thy fellow-servant, and of thy 
'brethren the prophets, and of them which keep 
'the sayings of this book. Worship God." 
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Thus this great truth is kept in view, Ihroogli 
the Eacred volume, as a primary doctrine of £■ 
vine revelation, that the one true God is theoE- 
ly proper object for the worship of all ratioiul 
creatures. 

We shall now find that the scriptures teach 
the duty of paying divine worship to Chriit. 
The first instance that we shall notice is thatin- 
teresting interview between the Saviour and 
Thomas his disciple. He would not belli 
without the fullest sensible evidence, that Jejue 
was risen from the dead. " Then saith he to 
'Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and behold 
'my hands; and reach hither thy hand, and 
'thrust it into my side : and be not faithlen, 
'but believing. And Thomas answered, and 
'said unto him, My Lord, and my God."— 
This was, most plainly, an act of direct wor- 
ship. It was a most solemn acknowledgment 
that he was indeed the true God, whom he con- 
festied as his God, whom he would worship and 
adore. The singularincredulity of this disciple 
was most wisely ordered in the holy purposes 
of God, that the fullest evidence of the charac- 
ter of Christ, and of his resurrection from tbe 
dead, might be exhibited. This acknowledge- 
ment of Christ, as his God, was expressly ap- 
proved by his Lord, who rephes immediately, 
"Thomas, because thou hast seen me tbou hast 
'believed." He believed in him as he truly 
was.— It is further to be noted, that the dia- 
ciple makes this decVatfttioa in the most delib- 
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erate manner, as the result of irresistible evi- 
dence. *' 

We are told concerning Christ, after his res- 
urrection, ^Then the eleven disciples went 
^away into Galilee, into a mountain where Je- 
^sus had appointed them. And when they saw 
^him they worshipped him.'' 

At the time of his ascension, in the presence 
of his disciples, ^' He led them out as far as to 
'Bethany ; and he lifted up his hands and bless«> 
'ed them. And it came to pass, while he bless- 
'ed them, he was parted nrom them, and car- 
'ried up into heaven. And they worshipped 
'him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy." 
Whether they worshipped him before or after 
his ascension, it makes no difference; for, 
though in heaven, if he be not the true God, he 
was no more to be -worshipped than any other 
creature. John was expressly forbidden to 
worship the angel that was sent to make known 
to him the truths of heaven. — Of all persons 
that can be named, the apostles of Christ had, 
certainly, the best opportunity to know the true 
character of their Lord; what he was, and 
what he requires of his people. And as they 
were to lay the foundation of the christian 
cbnrch, we cannot believe that the Holy Spirit 
would suffer them to be deceived in any im- 
portant truth. Yet we perceive that they wor- 
shmped the Lord Jesus, as the true God. 

The Saviour was worshipped by the ancient 
patriarchs and prophets. It ia said of Abra* 
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ham, Gen. 18 ; " And the Lord appeared unto 
'him i|L the plains of Mamre : — And he lifted 
'up his eyes, and looked, and lo, three men 
'stood by him." The patriarch addresses one 
of them, " My Lord, if now I ha^ found fa- 
'vour in thy sight, pass not away, I pray thee, 
from thy servant." The person whom he ad- 
dresses says to the patriarch soon after, " Lo, 
'Sarah thy wife shall have a son." And when 
they doubted of the truth of the promise, he 
subjoins, " Is any thing too hard for the Lord ?" 
That is, himself; for be had made the promise 
in his own name. He then made known to the 
faithful patriarch his purpose to destroy the 
cities of Sodom, because of their great wick-, 
edness. Abraham then made his intercession 
for those cities, and received a gracious an- 
swer to his repeated supplications. In these 
supplications he observed, " Behold now, I 
'have taken upon me to speak unto the Lord, 
'which am but dust and ashes. — Wilt thou also 
'destroy the righteous with the wicked ? — Shall 
'not the judge of all the earth do right ?" That 
the person, whom this eminent patriarch wor- 
shipped, was Christ, can admit of no reasona- 
ble question, since it is the same that covenant- 
ed with him, whom we have before shown to be 
Christ the Saviour. He calls him the judge of 
all the earth. This Judge is Christ.— No man 
hath seen God," (that is the Father,) " at any 
'time." It is Christ alone that has ever as- 
sumed a visible appearance^ and been ei^ibit- 
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ed to the human eye. Thus it is he ^t ap- 
peared to Abraham, and was worshippei^y him 
as the only true God. 

The same being appeared, a little after, to 
Lot, rescued him from the impending danger 
which was shortly brought upon his devoted ci- 
ty, and received his reverence and worship. 
He says to Lot, while leading him forth from 
the city, " Escape for thy life ; — escape to the 
^mountain, lest thou be consumed. And Lot 
'said unto him, Oh not so my Lord : Behold 
*now, thy servant hath found grace in thy sight, 
^and thou hast niagnified thy mercy, which thou 
'hast shewed unto me iii saving my life ; — Be- 
^hold now, this city is near to flee unto, and it 
'is a little one : Oh ! let me escape thither, and 
'my soul shall live. And he said unto him. See, 
'I have accepted thee concerning this thing al- 
'so, that 1 will not ovorthrow this city for the 
'which thou hast spoken." Thus he receives 
the prayer of jsut Lot, and for his sake, sparer 
Zoar, otherwise appointed to destruction. 

The Saviour, that was the God of Abraham, 
was also the God of Jacob. By this latter pa- 
triarch he was repeatedly worshipped. When 
he wrestled with Jacob, he says to him, " Let 
'me go, for the day breaketh. And he said, 
'I will not let thee go, except thou bless me. — 
'And he blessed him there." Jacob prayed 
with an earnestness, a determination, which 
would not be denied. And he obtained his 
blessing. In view of this event, Jacob sai^^ 
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" I h^ve seeft God faee to face, and my life is 
'preserved." — When the same Saviour appeir- 
ed to Moses in the burning bush of Horeb, ik 
great prophet took his shoe from his foot, in 
token of reverential worship. Joshua did die 
same. 

The Angel of the Lord appeared to Manosb 
and his wife, the parents of Sampson. We 
have, before, taken some notice of this pas- 
sage, and have shown that the person denom- 
inated " the Angel of the Lord," was Christ, 
He is often spoken of in the scriptures by that 
appellation. On the occasion to which we now 
refer, " Manoah took a kid with a meat-offer- 
'ing, and offered it upon a rock unto the Lord; 
' — For it came to pass, when the flame went iip ' 
'towards heaven, from off the altar, that the ! 
'angel of Ihe Lord ascended in the flame of fte| 
'altar:- — Then Manoah knew that he was an' 
'angel of the Lord, And Manoah said unto his 
'wife, We shall surely die, because we have 
'seen God. But his wife said unto him. If the 
'Lord were pleased to kill us, he would not 
'have received a burnt-offering and a meat-of- 
'fering at our hands." Thus they testify thatj 
the Angel of the Lord, who appeared to them, 
whom they first call a man, is God, and the 
Lord, The original is Jehovah. To him they 
present their offerings, and their sacred wor- 
ship. And they pray him to fulfil the words ol' 
his gracious promise. This promise he did 
ful/iJ, and they worshipped him after his depart- 
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Id the 45th Psalm jlDavid says to the Church 
coDcerninTg Christ, " So shaH the King greatly 
•desire thy heauty; for he is thy Lord, and 
^worship thou him." And to his Saviour he 
says, in the same psalm, '^ I will make thy name 
'to be remembered in all generations ; there- 
fore shall the people praise thee forever and 
*ever." Praise is an immediate act of wor- 
ship. 

The whole of the 102d Psalm is a prayer to 
God. And, by a quotation from this psalm in 
the first of Hebrews, we are assured that the 
person addressed is Chrisrt. Some passages of 
this psalm are the following, " Hear my prayer, 
*0 Lord, and let my cry come unto thee. 
*Hide not thy face from me, in the day when I 
'am in trouble ; incline thine ear unto me. — 
'My days are like a shadow that declineth ; and 
'I am withered Uke grass. But thou, O Lord, 
'shalt endure forever, and thy remembrance 
'unto ^11 generations. Thou shalt arise and 
'have mercy upon Zion ; for the time to favour 
'her, yea, the set time is come." — The Lord 
Jesus is here recognized as the head of the 
church, to whom she (ooks, continually, for the 
blessings of his Almighty grace. — From the 
worship paid to him by the psalmist, the Sa- 
Tiour takes occasion to prove his own charac- 
ter. He said to the Pharisees, " What think 
'ye of Christ? whose son is he? They say 
'unto him, the son of David. He saith unto 



them, How then doth David in spirit call bini 
■Lord, saying, The Lord said unto my Lorf, 
'Sit thou on my right hand, till 1 make thine 
■enemies thy footstool ? — This quotation is from 
the 1 10th psalm, and shows that the psalmist 
worshipped the Saviour as his Lord. 

la the vision of Isaiah, given in the sixth 
chapter ofhis prophecy, (hat illustrious prophet 
pays direct and solemn worship to Christ. 

In the writings of the apostles, we have ma- 
ny striking instances of the worship of the Sa- 
viour. One of the most impressive of thege, 
is the case of Stephen, wlio was the first tint 
was put to death for the service of Jesu9. Acts 
VII. 69, 60. " And they stoned Stephen, call- 
'ing upon God, and saying, Lord Jesus, receite 
'my spirit. And he kneeled down, and cried 
'with a loud voice. Lord, lay not this sin to their 
'charge." The faithful martyr, with his dying 
breath, makes his prayer to the Lord Jesua, 
and to him only. You observe, that he makes 
two most important petitions : one ie, that lus 
Lord would receive his own departing spirit; 
the other that he vould for^ve the sin of his 
murderers. Requests which no one could 
grant but God. — It is further to be noticed, that 
-Stephen worships his Saviour, not merely with 
his parting breath, but under the clearest illu* 
minations of the Spirit of God. It is said, verse 
55th, " But he being full of the Holy Ghost, 
looked up steadfastly into heaven, and saw the 
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'glory of God, and Jesus standing on the right 
*hand of God." Thus he was full of the Holy 
Ghost, had a full inspiration respecting the truth 
of God, as well as the highest comforts and joy 
of the believer, when he paid divine worship to 
his Saviour. He had also an open vision of 
heaven : he saw the glory of God, he saw Je- 
sus standing on the right hand of God, and 
could not have been mistaken with regard to 
his character. He then commits to him, and to 
him alone, his immortal spirit, — for eternity. 
I know of no testimony on sacred record, for 
the divinity of Christ, more interesting, more 
satisfactory, more absolutely overwhelming, 
than this. The thoughtful mind, looking over 
this passage, again and again, seeing the rich- 
ness of truth with which it abo^ds, is ready to 
say, ' It is enough, I can ask no more.' 

The apostle Paul often prayed to Christ. 
1 Thess. III. Now God himself and our Father, 
'and our Lord Jesus Christ direct our way unto 
^you. And the Lord make you to increase and 
'abound in love one toward another, and toward 
'all men." The Lord, in the latter part of the 
passage, is, evidently, Christ. Again ; "Now our 
'Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God, even our 
'Father, — comfort your hearts." 

Concerning the thorn in the flesh, with which 
this apostle was afflicted, he says, " For this 
'thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might 
'depart from me. And he said unto me, My 
'grace is sufficient for thee ; for my strength is 

9* 



'made perfect in weakness. Most gladly, there- 
'fere, will I rather glory io mj infirmities, that 
'the power of ChrJBt may rest upon me." Thw, 
it was Christ's strength which was made perfect 
in the weakness of his apostle, and it was he to 
whom the apostle prayed thrice for a deliver- 
ance from his affliction, and who promised to 
give him the blessing of his grace. 

This apostle usually begins his Epistles by 
praying that grace and peace may be multi- 
plied to the churches and saints to whom he 
wrote, from God the Father and from the Lord , 
Jesus Christ. Grace and peace are the great- 
est blessings that God bestows upon any of his 
creatures. But as the apostle prays Christ to 
confer these favours, it is evident that he can 
do it, and, of course, that he is a proper object 
of prayer and paaise. 

John saya to the seven Churches in Asia, 
"Grace be uiito you, and peace, — from Jesiu 
•Christ, who is the faithful and true witness." 
The apostohc benediction often used, is an ex- 
press prayer to Christ, and an immediate act of 
worship. " The grace of our Lord Jesus Chriit 
'be with you all." Several of the Epistles close 
withaiiascriptionof praise to Christ; and to him 
aloiit^. The conclusion ofthe Epistle of Jude is, 
"Now unto him that is able to keepyou from fall- 
'ing, and to present you faultless before the pre- 
'seuce of his glory with exceedingjoy. To the 
'only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majes 
•/f, dominion and po'«ei;,\jQ\\\aQ"«a.w'i Cor ever. 
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The ordinance of baptism, appointed by 
Christ, is an act of religious worship to him. 
His last command to his disciples is, " Go ye, 
'therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them 
'in (he name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
'of the Holy Ghost." As this is a covenant 
transaction between God and his people, as it 
is the initiating seal by which the people of 
Christ become visibly united to him, it is ond 
of the most solemn acts of religious worship. 
It is true the worship is paid, equally, to each 

?* person of the sacred Trinity ; but to Christ no 
less than to the Father and the Spirit. 

The word of God commands us to worship 
Christ. The baptismal service, just noticed, i& 
a proof of this. In this, the believer is requir- 
ed to take the Lord Jesus for his God and Sav- 

L. iour, to dedicate himself to him, and to devote 

lb himself to his service. This divine ordinance 

f* is to be constantly celebrated in the church un- 
til the second coming of Christ. All, there- 

^ fore ; all, who hope and trust in his great salva- 

y tion, are required to worship him. 

John V. 23. " For the Father judgeth no 
'man ; but hath committed all judgment unto 

j^ 'the Son : That all men should honour the Son, 
'even as they honour the Father. He that hon- 
'oureth not the Son, honoureth not the Father 
'who hath sent him." The Father, certainly, 
cannot be duly honoured without divine wor- 
ship. And he requires the same kind, and the 
same degree, of honour, to be ^aJvA. to \Jafc ^oti 
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as to himself. And he that hoBoareth not Ihe 
Son, in thii manner, hoooureth not the Fi- 
tiler. 

On the mount of Trans6guration, Jesus as- 
sumed the appearance of his divine glory.— 
While Moses and F.Iias appeared before him. 
" a bright cioud overshadowed them ; and, be- 
<hold a roice out of the cloud, which said, This 
*is n)j beloved Son, in whom 1 am well pleas- j 
*ed; hear ye him." That is, thej were re- 
quired to regard him in that divine characterin 
■which he then appeared. The apostle Peter ' 
assures us that, on this occasion, Christ Jesus 
received from God the Father honour and glo- 
ry. That glory which belongs to him as one 
wift God. 

'J'he Lord Jesus is worshipped by the holj 
hosts of heaven. The prophet Isaiah, in his vi- 
sion, '• saw the Lord silting upon a throcie. 
'hii;h and lifted up, and his train lilted the tcm- 
'ple. Above it stood the seraphims : — And one 
'cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, 
'is thi Lord of hosts ; the whole earth is full of 
'his glory," The apostle John, speaking of 
Christ, says, "These things said Esaias, wben 
'he saw his glorj-, and spake of him." Quoting 
apart of this chapter. We therefore know that 
the glory which Isaiah saw was the glory of 
Chri^t: and that it was Christ who was worship- 
ped by the holy seraphims of heaven. 

The angels of heaven are required to wor- 
3hip the Saviour, it » taXA, ^ti>. v-, " Vfhea 
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%e bringeth in the first- begotten into the world, 
^he saith, And let all the angels of God worship 
'him." The song of the heavenly host, at the 
birth of the Saviour, seems to be a hymn of 
praise to Christ. " Glory to God in the high- 
'est, and on earth peace, goodwill toward men.'' 
He is praised that he has undertaken the work 
of man's redemption ; that, through him, there 
is peace on earth." 

In a view of the spirits of the just made per- 
fect in glory, John says, " They sang a new 
'song, saying, thou art worthy, — for thou wast 
'slain, and hast redeemed us to God, by thy 
'blood, out of every kindred, and tongue, and 
'people, and natioii." — As we have observed 
before, Christ Jesus, in heaven, is no more a fit 
object of worship, than he is on earth, if he bt 
not truly divine. 

When the Lord Jesus shall come to judg- 
ment, the universe is represented aa bowing 
before him in reverence and worship. "Behold, 
'he Cometh with clouds ; and every eye shall 
'gee him, and they also which pierced him ; and 
'all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of 
'him." 

We have thus gone through with the first 
Part of our subject, and have endeavoured to 
state the principal evidences and proofs of 
the Divinity of Christ. These have been taken, 
chiefly, from the word of God, and exhibited 
in the following order. — 1. The Names given 

163394: 



them the most ample in their kind, fur 
a mass of testimony clear and intelligibl 
as it would seem, satisfactory and iiresisi 

We now make some improvement. 

1 . The doctrine of the Divinity of Ch 
pears to be as fully taught in the script 
could be expected, or desired. It seen 
difficult to believe that it could have bee 
full or explicit. I cannot conceive tl 
acutest intellect conld point out a man 
which this doctrine, admitting it to b 
could have been revealed, so as to hav 
more convincing or intelligible. The e 
ness of these observations is not diminis 
the fact that this doctrine has been of< 
nied. No important doctrine is taught 
word of God, saving that of Ihe divine exi 
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but in the heart* While the affections of the 
heart are deterininately opposed to the truth of 
God, there is no testimony which the mind 
cannot resist. The court of Egjpt did not be- 
lieve that the God of Israel was the true God, 
or that they were bound to obey his voice. 
Xhough it is hard to conceive that they could 
have had greater evidence than was present- 
ed before them. When our Lord Jesus was 
upon earth how few acknowledged him as a 
teacher come from God, as the holy Saviour of 
men ! Yet their unbelief arose not from the 
want of evidence, but from a dislike to his 
precepts and his character. That state of 
the human mind that would resist the testi- 
mony of his divine nature, then, can do it 
now. — This reasoning is sanctioned by the 
testimonv of the apostle Paul. " For what if 
'some did not beUeve ? Shall their unbelief 
'make the faith of God without effect ? God 
'forbid." 

2. The friends of the Lord Jesus need not 
fear for the honour of their Lord, and the glo- 
ry due to his name. His divinity and essen- 
tial glory have always been denied by many who 
love not his holiness, and by some who profess 
to serve and follow him. But this error has 
never prevailed extensively, and we have a 
well grounded confidence that it never will. 
While we are persuaded that God will maintain 
his own truth, and protect the honour of bis 
well beloved Son 5 we may rest satvei&ed thai 
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the commoD sense of honest aud i 
readers of the Bible will always perceived 
thi^ Saviour's divinity Is a scripture doctrintn 
However an unholy heart may be dissatisfied 
with a doctrioe that proclaims sin to be such 
an evil ^t nothing less than a divine sacrifice 
could make an atonement ; the conscience, in 
most instances, will bear witness that Buch ii 
the testimony of God. ' 

The wicked will adopt error, because thej 
tremble at the terrors of divine truth, fiut the 
glory of Christ is in his own hands, and hecoD 
never forget his own great name. Before bim 
angels bow and devils tremble. He koowt 
that the security of the church, the happineM 
of his people, the safety of the universe which 
he is called to govern, depend upon the proper 
vindication and display of his essential glo- 
ries. He, who rose from the dead, who ascend- 
ed into heaven, who has sustained his church, a 
little flock, to the present day, cannot be in want 
of any power or purpose to accomplish tfiis 
great design. His counsel shall stand, be will 
doal! his pleasure. 

3. Safe are the interests of the Church. It 
is in thi.' hands of GOD. It rests not upon crea- 
ted power. He whoistherootand theotTspring 
of David, who is the rock on which his cause shall 
rest is Jehovah. The chief corner-stone, on 
which the sreal fabric is built, is the mighty God, 
the J. Old our righteousness. He has given hii 
word to his people, he has pledged his foitb- 



fulness, they are graven upon the palnis of lus 
hands, the walls x)f Zion are continually be* 
fore him. A woman may foi>get her socking 
child, but he will not forget the children of his 
grace. 

4. How terrible will be the port^fqa of the 
ungodly. They are to stand in judgment be- 
fore him whom they revile and oppose* And 
this judgment will be for eternity. All their 
character, their unbelief, theif opposition to 
him and his cause are known to him. He has 
given us a specimen of his proceedings/at that 
eventful scene, in the parable of the nobleman 
and his kingdom. After rewarding his faithful 
servants, the nobleman says, ^^ But those mine 
^enemies, which would not that I should reign 
'over them, bring hither, and slay them before 
'me.'' He is long-suffering and gracious, bitt 
he will in no wise clear the gamy, s tie can 
create and he can destroy. It is his glorious 
purpose to manifest the mercy of 6od,.but it is 
no less his design to sustain his righteous justice 
and truth. 

The wicked will be lost by their own diso- 
bedience and inexcusable unbelief. The sug- 
gestions of unbelief which now quiet the con- 
science will then be found to be refuges of lies. 
The Lord Jesus is to reign forever. The 
treatment received by him and his gospel, in 
this world, will never be foi^otten. No privi- 
lege of repentance will ever be afforded the 
wicked ; and their hearts, perpetually harden* 

10 
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■W^ta MB. wobM Bcver be disposed to accept of 
Jb if pbced in Uvtr power. «' O that th» 
Iwdst known, eren tboo, «t least ia this tij 
*d&T, the thin^ which belong unto thy peace 
'but now tbeT are bid irom thine ejes." 
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SERMON VII. , 

JOHN I. 1,2, 3, 4, S. 

beginning was the JVordj and the Word 
with Gody and the Word was God^ fyc. 

iTiNG endeavoured, in the preceding Dis* 
;s, to exhibit the principal evidence of 
iviour's Divinity, we now proceed, as 
sed, 

ONDLY, To consider some of the objec- 
that are made to this doctrine, and the 
pal arguments that are urged against it* 
•rosecution of this design, it will not be 
ted that we take notice of all the argu-^ 
and objections that have been made use 
those who have denied the divinity of 
. While such a course would lead the 
sion to a great length, it would be wholly 
essary. For this, like most other sub- 
>f laborious controversy, rests upon a few 
3ns or principles, and though a great va* 
)f extraneous topics may be introduced, 
:cording to the issue of the primary prin- 
, must be the final result of the great 

11 further premise, that any objections to 
ctrine of the Trinity, will be considere<l 
y valid against the diviuvty ot C\«\%t.* 



I know, have admitted the doctnne 
Trinity. 

i. The first objection which I shall 
is, that the doctrine of the divinity of 
or of the Trinity, is self-contradictory a 
surd. The objector says, with much aji 
confidence, that three cannot be one, ai 

""cannot be three, and, therefore, — the ] 
the Son, and the Spirit cannot each b< 
and, at ttie same time, there be but on 
In the statenient of this objection, as it 
ally done by Unitarians, ttiere is, I tl 

. want of candour and correct represents 
the Trinitarian sentiment, which ought 
exist in those who are enquiring aftei 
They say they object to the Trinitariai 
ment, that Christ is God, and that th^ 
Ghost is God, because they cannot beli 
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a constant insinuation that their opposers Be* 
Ueve in three Gods, and worship three per- 
fectly distinct and independent beings. 

These opposers of our sentiments perfectly 
kaow that we believe in the unity of God, that 
we mean to give no intimation of an acknowl- 
edgment of more Gods than one* The term 
Unitarian has been assumed, of late years, by 
the opposers of the divinity of Christ, as. mor^ 
imposing than those by which they had previ- 
ously been distinguished, and calculated to 
convey the impression that they are the exclu* 
sive advocates of the unity of God* 

[ feel the more justified in noticing the use of 
terms, in this place, because it is a very com-., 
mon device of error, and, oftentimes, produ- 
ces a very powerful effect. A few years since, 
a very zealous attack was made on the divine 
inspiration of the Scriptures, under the title of 
^' The Age of Reason." The object was to 
insinuate that the scriptures are inconsistent 
vith the dictates of reason, and that those, who 
>elieve them to be divine, give up the proper 
exercise of their own reason. — We believe the 
loly scriptures to be the word of God, and we 
hi ok we can give a reason for this belief, and 
hat our reason cannot resist the force of evi- 
lence in confirmation of this great truth. 

In like manner, it is a common thing for per- 
ons to say, they cannot believe in the doctrine 
►f the divine decrees, because they must be- 
ieve in the freedom of the human will ; and 

10* 
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Those, who denj the diTinitj of Christ 
saj, that fhej cannot befiere him to bi 
vine peisoo and pay him divine honoa 
cause they most gire the highest possil 
ahation and worship to God the Father, 
cannot consent that any thing should wi 
their affections firom a supreme homage 
or that any other being should have a p 
tibeir hearts, as an object of worship, 
it is insinuated, that, from a reverence o 
and a tenderness of his character, they 
admit the Deity of Christ, and that thos 
do, must, in a certain sense, dishonour C 
Afraid to worship Christ, when God has i 
ed that all men should lu>nour the Son e 
they honour the Father! 
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iiers, we cau say as the apostle Paul did, on a 
different occasion, '^ None of these things 
*roove roe." 

The simple question is, Is the Lord Jesus a 
divine or a created being ? To the objection 
already stated, that the doctrine of his divinity 
leads to an absurdity, I would reply, in the first 
place, that it becomes us to be very cautious in 
pronouncing things to be absurd or contradic- 
tory, which pertain to the character of God. 
We know but little of his perfections, and are 
utterly incompetent to determine what quali* 
ties of character are requisite to constitute an 
infinite and perfect being, and what are not. 
There are, undoubtedly, many things, very 
important, in the attributes of the Deity, that 
have never been revealed to men, and are not 
known by them. We have no means of de- 
termining what must be the character of an in- 
finite and holy being, but what God has been 
pleased to reveal concerning himself. And, 
with such hmited knowledge, it is not becom- 
ing in imperfect creatures to say what is con- 
sistent in God, and what is worthy or unwor- 
thy of his infinite holiness. One may say that it 
is unworthy of God to believe that he had any 
concern in the existence of evil. But wl^n 
we hear it said by himself, ^' I form the light 
'and create darkness, I make peace and create 
*evil," we are compelled to be still, and know 
that he is God. " Canst thou by searching find 
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'out God ? Canst thou find out the / 
'unto perfection?" 

But we would observe, further, in 
the objection now before ua, that we 
considcF the doctrine of the Trinity, 
divinity of the Saviour, either contradi 
absurd. Tlie scriptures do not teach th 
are three Gods and that there is hut o 
This would, indeed, he a contradictio 
they name three distinct persons, or 
ters, each of whom is the true God 
manner of this divine existence they I 
made known, and we do not attempt to • 
it. We are told " There are three tt 
'record in heaven, the Father, the Wi 
'the Holy Ghost: and these three an 
It is not said there are three Gods ; b 
ply, there are three that bear record i 
en. All that is affirmed is that there i 
thing in the mode of the divine existenc 
authorizes us to say there are three in 
the same time that he is one. Thus it 
safely affirmed of the Father, of the 
the Spirit, that he is God. 

We say, for the purpose of expres; 
truth, that there are three persons in t 
head. A very proper expression, bee; 
caD tiod no other as suitable. At th 
time, we admit, and Trinitarians have 
admitted, that the word person is not 
the sacred writers, in this sense ; and wi 
ahOj that the word person does not 
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express our ideas of the three that are in, God. 
But when we reflect on the poverty of human 
language, and remember that it is made for 
man, and naturally arises from his own relations 
and wants, we cannot wonder that it is defi^ 
cient when applied to the Most High. Thus, 
God is represented in the scriptures as pos- 
sessing the ordinary senses and corporeal mem- 
bers of a man. We do not suppose such a 
representation to be strictly true, but it is ne- 
cessary to exhibit his character in conformity 
with the conceptions of our own understand- 
ings. I see not, therefore, any more reason to 
object to the term person, as applied to each of 
the sacred Three^ than to the terms the heart, 
the mouth, the eye, the arm, of the Lord. 

The objection is that three cannot be one, 
and one cannot be three. Admit it. We do 
not suppose that, in the Godhead, there are 
three, in the same sense, that there is one. But 

that THERE ARE THREE PERSONS IN ONE GoD. 

By being three, they do not cease to be one. 

Christ says, concerning the ordinance of 
marriage, '^ And they twain shall be one flesh." 
Though "they become one in an important 
sense, they do not cease to be two. — These 
thoughts anbrd a strong inducement to attempt 
illustrations by comparisons: but I dare not 
do it,* lest I degrade the subject, and tread on 
forbidden ground. 

The objector contends, again, that to say 
that there is a plurality, and, at the same time, 



a unify, in God, ia contradictory. If it l>e» 
contradiction, must it not have been percmtd 
by the sacred writers ? Reflect for a momeDt, AD 
the words of our text. "In the beginning was the 
'Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
'Word was God. The same was in tbt 
'beginning with God." By asserting that the 
Word was mth God, the apostle John clearlj 
iiffirms that there is a distinct personality, and 
that the Word and God are two. Yet he sayt, 
in the same sentence, " The Word was God." 
Leaving this truth, as clearly as it can be 
expressed, that, in one sense, the Word aiuJ 
God are two, and, at the same time, they are 
one. — A writer, in along treatise, may delivec 
different, and even, opposite sentiments. AoJ 
this ia sometimes done. But for a person, pos- 
sessing common sense, to declare a palpable 
contradiction, in one sentence, is not to be sup- 
posed. 

Are the sacred writers regaidless of the dic- 
tates of reason '? Verily, there are no other 
authors who convey their ideas with so much 
clearness and precision ; and, for excellence of 
composition, many parts of the scriptures ex- 
ceed all other writings. These inspired wri- 
ters well knew that the truth of God could not 
contradict itself, and, if they delivered scnti- 
menli that were contradictory, the contradic- 
tion would soon beperceived, and they would no( 
be believed. — The Apostle Paul says " There 
•Js one Lord, one {ait\i, onft W'^'iiwR, One God 
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^and Father of all, who is above all,s and 
'through all/^ He says also, concernning Christ, 
"Who is over all, God blessed forever." He 
knew^ if one of these declarations contradicts the 
other. And, if so, be could not be writing 
under the inspiration of the God of truth. All 
that he affirms, in these passages, is the same 
that is declared by the greater part of the in- 
spired writers, that there is but one; God, that 
the Father is this God, that the Son is this God, 
that, though possessing a distinct personality, 
they are one. « 

The Lord Jesus often declared himself, on 
a variety of accounts, different from his Father, 
and yet says, " I and my Father are one." 
Had these declarations been really contradic- 
tory, he would have lost the confidence of his 
disciples and afforded his enemies sufficient 
ground of accusation against him. But his op- 
posers, though very subtle and obstinate, never 
pretended, that we can find, that he taught 
things contradictory or absurd. 

That the doctrine of the Trinity is a mystery, 
is admitted. That we are unable fully to com- 
prehend and explain it, we readily allow. But 
a mystery is totally different from a contradic- 
tion or absurdity. The ondKs above our 
reason, the other contradicts it. Many, who 
reject the doctrine of the Trinity, or of 
the divinity of Christ, object that it is a 
mystery, and they call on us to explain it. 
But if the doctrines of divine revelation are 
to be rejected because of mysteries, because 
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of certain difficulties that may seem to 
them, what, of the more important dt 
of scripture, would be left? — In lookir 
(he character and works of God, we i 
with myateries at every step that we at 
The existence of an uncreated, eternal, 
ie a mystery which no one can compi 
The creation of the world out of n 
though a moat simple andfamiliar truth, 
ertheless, an incomprehensible mystery 
you comprehend the nature of a spiritual 
Or can you describe the properties of r 
Not at all. Where is the philosopher i 
point out the process of vegetation ;— 
manner in which food sustains auima) lil 
the nature of the operation of mind upi 
tcr, as in the case of the human body an 
Wow, if there be innumerable mystei 
the word, and in the works ofGod.eveni 
objects which are most familiar to our 
how can it be expected that we should i 
mysteries in his character? If we do 
ject him because he ie a spirit, or beci 
is self-esistent,both of which are myster 
cannot reasonably reject him because hi 
three persons in one God. — We belie 
God is a spiriVbecause the scripture d 
it ; we believe that Jeaus is God, on th 
authority. 

We all know that man is a complex ] 
consisting of body and soul : that these a 
fectly distinct sabatanct^-. that they ai^ 
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rated at death, and will be reunited at the resur- 
rection. Yet' these separate subsistences form 
but one person, and both are necessary to com- 
plete the man. Yet this union is, to us, as un- 
intelligible, as really a mystery, as the union of 
the divinity and humanity in the person of Christ 
Jesus. 

2. It is objected to the doctrine of Chrst's 
divinity that it is not consonant to human rea- 
son, that the light of nature teaches no such 
truth, that natural religion, if it do not reject, 
at least, does not, in any degree countenance 
fliesentimenf. AllthisisadmittedC The doctrine 
of the Trinity is, purely, a doctrine of divii|[& 
revelation ; we know nothing of it except what 
we find in the word of God. Those who advo- 
cate the sufficiency of human reason for life and 
godliness, and suppose that the word of God 
contains few truths but what are tau^t by nat- 
ural religion, which is the case with many that 
j^feject the divinity of Christ, will, of course, be' 
stumbled at this doctrine. But their difficulty 
is easily obviated. If a volume, claiming to be 
a divine revelation, do not discover new truths, 
truths unknown to the religion of nature, it 
must have been unnescessary, and,by a wise and 
holy God, would never have been given. And 
we cannot believe that such a reveliation would 
be given without containing many and impor- 
tant truths, concerning God, and concerning 
oian as an immortal being, which could not, 
<iHierwi8e> bt kftown. In confemuty with such 

11 
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M conclusion, we find that the scripture 
tain a great number of the most imj 
truths, which the light of nature has neve: 
Icnoffn. Indeed, this is true of the ^ 
part of the important dortrines found 
inspired volume. 

Redemption, — is a doctrine of pure i 
tion. The light of nature knows not 
sinner can be forgiven, much less could ii 
the doctrine of vicarious sacrifice, or 
person suited to the worft of a Mediator, 
we contend that all these truths arc pe 
coneistent with right reason, and that no 
a. divine person, such an one as the Lort 
Christ, could have made atonement for s 
allow that this is a great design of infinii 
dom and holinr:iS, which (he mind of man 
never have conceived. To this purpo 
prophet declares, "And he saw that thei 
'no man, and wondered that there was 
'tercessor; therefore his arm brought sal 
'unto him, and his righteousness it sue 
'him." Had not God, in the riches of his i 
provided salvation, no redemption for lo 
had ever been known, and they had fou 
deliverance from eternal woe. — We can 
perceive that the redemption of sinners 
appear to a benevolent mind infinitelf • 
ble ; and why should man, who is to p 
of the blessing, object to the method 
God has adopted, when, without this, hi 
hnve been lost forever. \\ \s !•«>« thus 
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an lays low the pride of human reason, but 
exalts God. 

The doctrine of a future state of rewards and 
inishnients is, substantially, a doctrine of rev- 
ation only. Natural religion has some con- 
ctures, and hopes, on this subject, but it at- 
ins to no certainty. It does not teach the 
jsurrection of the body, and, of course, noth- 
g certain or satisfactory respecting a future 
:tribution. If we do not complain of this doc- 
ine for being one which human reason had 
)t discovered, why should we make an objec- 
3n of that nature against the divinity of Christ ? 
3. Another objection to the divine character 
' the Saviour is, that the scriptures uniformly 
jclare that there is but one God. This argu- 
ent is often urged with much earnestness, as 
it could determine the question. The oppo- 
Ts of Christ's divinity contend that the doc- 
ine of the unity of God is taught in all parts 
'the sacred scriptures, and that it is the princi- 
l1 truth which distinguished the religion of the 
cred prophets, from the heathen nations by 
horn they were surrounded. All this is cor- 
tct. And the same sentiment is as stedfastly 
aintained by Trinitarians as by them. We 
y not believe in more than one God, we are 
>nvinced the scriptures teach, decidedly, that 
lere is but one. No truth is there taught with 
reater clearness and force. From this truth, 
'rinitarians infer that Christ cannot be God. 
ere the question is, my brelVvic^w, ^% ^^ 
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HjJOslle sui<l in another case, "What saitli Uie 
'scripture?" Il ia not wlielher it appear rcasofr ' 
ble lo us that the Son and the Spirit should bff 
divine, equally with the Father, when there H 
but one God. But what does the word of God 
declare respecting Christ. It is granted thai 
the doctrine of the Trinity is found in divine 
revelation only. It is equally Irue that w( 
know nothing of redemption except what ne 
get from the holy BCripturea. If this great de- 
sign of heavenly grace is there made known, « 
may safely presume that the character of tlie 
Redeemer mould he distinctly pointed out- 
And thus it is. And it is there testified, as we 
have seen, in the fullest manner, that Christ 
Jesus the Redeemer, is truly God. Let it b$ 
conceded that the scriptures teach that there 
is but one God. If they teach, at the same 
time, that Jesus Christ is God, with equal pre- 
cision and clearness, 1 sec not why wc should 
hesitate to receive their testimony. Admit that 
we do not,inall respects, comprehend the nature 
of this truth. Shall it therefore be rejected ! 
Does God absolutely govern the world! 
Will his counsel stand, and will he do all bit 
jileasure? At the same time, is the sinner left 
entirely, to his own free will, to his volun- 
tary choice, to attempt or reject the offers ol 
mercy and eternal life '. It is so declared in the 
scriptures of truth. And thesedoctriues wedo 
not hesitate to receive, though we toay not be 
abltj fully to resolve all the difficulties and ques- 
liotis that mav be sug^esVti o^fe«. '^-'cte^viO.^ 
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he word of truth teaches us that there is one 
od, and that we are to worship him only. 

teaches also that all men shall honour the 
3n even as they honour the Father. 

When Christ taught the doctrine of the new 
irth to Nicodemus, the Jewish ruler says, with 
irprise, "How can these things he ?" He finds 
is mind insufficient fully to comprehend them, 
it he admits the truth on the authority of a 
jacher come from God. On the same author^ 
y, strengthened and confirmed in every varie- 
r of form, though we helieve in and worship 
ae God, we helieve that Jesus Christ is God. 

4. It is objected that the character in which 
le Lord Jesus is presented to the view of men 
3es not admit of bis being a divine person. He 

made known as a Mediator between God and 
len ; and it is contended that God could not 
B a mediator between himself and his own 
reatures. He could not make an atonement, 

is said, to satisfy and propitiate himself. 
Ills objection, at first view, has something of a 
trmidable appearance ; but, on a careful con- 
deration, it will be found to be easily obviated. 

The work of redemption was never designed, 
rimarily and chiefly, for the salvation of men. 
*be highest, the supreme object is the glory 
ffiod : the display of his own perfections to 
itelligent being?. In this view, God receives 
le praises o£ ^i^ heavenly host. "Thou art 
worthy, QLiwWj to receive glory, and honour^ 
ind pow&r;rJl^^oxL hast created ^W VVslwx^ \ 

■■-'; .' ** 



a ma^testanon oi me iminite goodnet 
mercy of Jehovah, and, especially, ofhi 
justice. Thus Christ is made a sacrii 
sin, not to make God more merciful, fo 
infinitely gracious,but to show his infinite 
of iniquity, his inviolable regard to the cl; 
his law, his inflexible purpose to mainta 
authority of his government, while heb 
pardon and eternal life upon the transgr 
Thus Christ says to his Father, " I hav 
'rified thee on the earth.'' I have done 1 
earth which will glorify God, which will 
the richest display of the divine perfect 
intelligent beings forever. This work of 
has made an exhibiton of the character o 
has let creatures of all worlds into a v 
hi$ perfections and glory, which could 
h^ve been done in any other way. Th 
woik of Redemption, in all its connexio 
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should be made a sacrifice for sin. " As there 
cannot be any impropriety in this, so far as we 
can discover, it is easy to perceive, on tEie other 
hand, a clear necessity that this course should 
have been adopted. 

No other being in the universe is adequate to 
the work. Atonement was to be made for the 
sii^ of a world. Satisfaction was to be made 
to that justice and law of God which de- 
nounce eternal death upon every transgressor. 
— Among men, all are sinners, there is not an 
individual who does not stand guilty before 
God. In heaven, there is not an angel wha 
is not bound in duty to render to God all his 
obedience and all his love. Then, no one 
. caa be found among created beings who could 
\ make atonement for sin. The consequence 
is, God alone can find a ransom. As Abraham 
said to his son, going to the hill of sacrifice, 
** Ny son, God will provide himself a lamb. 
*fora burnt^offering." And none but the God- 
maa could be sufficient or suitable for this 
great work. Possessing tfie divine and human " 
nature, he knows- the rights of the one, and.th^ 
needs of the other, and knows how to perform 
tlie work which is given him to do. And, in 
doing it, he glorifies God and saves dinners. 
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SERMON VHI. 

JOHN I. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5. 

Ih the beginning was the Word, and thi 
juas loiih God, and the Word jvas Ood 

In conRidering the objections to the d 
of the divinity of Christ, we now proce 

5. To take notice of one more im 
than any that have been mentioned, 
IE, that the Scriptures represent the 
inferior to the Father. This will, tht 
deserve particular attention, ^nd I s) 
deavour to examine those passages on 
the principal reliance is placed, with t 
tention and candour which the import 
the subject justly requires. The texts o 
ture which properly come into view, 
of a natural division into two classes, 
in which Christ )s said to declare his < 
fcriority to God ; and those in which th 
truth is said to be declared by the sacrt 
tcrs. This division, we shall, according 
low. 

Some of the declarations of Christ, 
subject, which have been most notice 
the following. Mat. xxvii. 46. "And 
'the ninth hour, Jesus cried with a loud 
'saving, Eli, Eli, l&ma, 6aXia.c\\ftaav'', Vfc 
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*say, My God, my Godj why hast thou forsaken 
*me?" John xx. 17. "Jesus saith unto her, 
*touch me not; for lam not yet ascended to 
^my Father : but go to my brethren, and say 
*unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your 
^Father, and to my God, and your God." In 
these passages, it is said, Christ evidently 
fipeaks of God as separate and distinct froin 
kimself, and as his superior. John xiv. 28. 
*i If ye loved me ye would rejoice because I 
*said, 1 go unto my Father : for . my Father is 
^eaterthanl." Mark xiii. 32. "But of that 
Uay, and that hour, knoweth no man, no, not 
Hike angels which are in heaven, neither the 
«on, but the Father." John v. 18. " Then 
aiswered Jesus, . and said unto them, Verily, 
.Verily, I say unto you. The Son can do no- 
1:hing of himself, but what he seeth the Father 
^dp. : for what things soever he doetb, these, 
%lso doeth the Son likewise." Johnxiv. 10. 
^'*The words that I speak untoj^ou, I. speak not 
*of myself: but the Father, that dwelleth in 
*me, he doeth the works." John xvi; 23. 
^' And in that day ye^ shall ask me nothing. 
^Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whatsoever ye 
^shall ask the Father IH my name, he will give 
*ityou." ^. 

In reference to these passages, which are 
the principal dependence of all who deny the 
divinity of Christ, several things are to be ob- 
served. — In the first place, Christ the Saviour 
is^s reiiEtlly the Son of man, as the Son of God. 
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He possesses a humao as truly as a divi 
Uire. It is said in the beginning of Ji 
immeiliate connexion with our teit, "i 
■Word was made flesh and dwelt among 
'we beheld his glory." Christ spake c 
self as the Son of man, more frequent 
by any other term. Mat. xv. 13. "Hi 
'his disciples, saying, Whom <lo men t 
'I, the Son of man, am ?" He uses th 
term when he asserts his highest preroj 
Thus fae says to the high priest, at li 
of his arraignment, " Hereafter shall 
'the Son of man sitting on the right hand 
'er, and coming in the clouds of heaven 
in ilia particular account of the judgtr 
Bays, "When the Son of man shall com 
'glory, — before him shall be gathered 
'tions." 

Christ Jesus was in all respsects a mai 
II. 17, " Wherefore in all things it I 
'him to be made like unto his hrettirc 
man, he was, of course, infinitely inl 
God. He possessed a human soul, a finil 
as really as s human body. Luke 
"And Jesus increased in wisdom and 
'and in favour with Ond anrf mnn.^' 
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as a creature of God. Thus he says, "Go to 
*my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend 
*unto my Father and your Father ; and to my 
*"> -^Gcrd and your God." He calls his people 
l>rethren, and acknowledges the same God and 
Father with them. This he must do, " for he 
Hook not on him the nature of angels ; but he 
*took on him the seed of Abraham." I cannot 
see any inconsistency, therefore, that he should 
often speak of himself as a creature, and, often, 
as God. Any one of us may say, ^I am a mortal, 
a dying creature, and soon shall tilirn to dust :^ 
— and also, 'I am an immortal being, and shall 
never die.' All this is said with perefct truth, 
and no one is deceived by the apparently con- 
tradictory nature of the assertions. 

We observe, again, the Lord Jesus acts in 
a subordinate capacity in the character of a me- 
diator. In this work he takes an intermediate 
station between God and man, to perform a 
service in behalf of each. Thus, in a passage 
already referred to, in which this subject is dis- 
tinctly brought into view, it is said, "It behov- 
<ed him to be made like unto his brethren : that 
"^'he might be a merciful and faithful high priest 
^in things pertaining to Gfod, to make reconci- 
^liation for the sins of the people." He was 
to secure the honour of God, while he procured 
pardoning mercy for lost sinners. 

The Mediatorial character of Christ is par- 
ticularly delineated in the fortieth Psalm. 



law require!^, while all human ofierings 
sufficieDt to make satisfaction for sii 
comes by divine appointment, he acts 
dience to his Father's will, to magn 
honour his holy law. 

The scriptures represent Christ, in 
our nature, as he did in the character c 
ator, as having hymhled himself. It 
Phil. II. He •' made himself of no rep 
' and took upon him the form of a serv 
' was made, m the likeness of men.'' 
same purpose, this apostle says again 
*' verily he took not on him the nature of 
^ but he took on him the seed of Abrah 
When the mediatorial work of the Savi 
drawing to its close, he says to his FatI 
' have finished the work which thou ga 
' to do." This work was given him < 
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the character of an ambassador, subject to 
; orders which he should receive, from time 
time, from the royal court. 
4gain. In the work of redemption, Christ 
las performs the important part of an Inter- 
son Though this is the most exalted ser- 
e that can be performed, short of the works 
he true God, yet it is, essentially, a subor- 
ate work. This part of the Saviour's work 
ot finished till the church is made complete, 
1 the whole number of the redeemed are 
ught home to glory. For " he ever liveth 
make intercession for us." " If any man 
J, we have an Advocate with the Father, 
jsus Christ the righteous." 
n the character of Intercessor, Christ was 
ified by some of the ancient prophets. Abra- 
Q interceded for Sodom. Moses often in- 
ceded for Israel. The dresser of the vine- 
d, in the parable, interceded for the barren 
tree. In all these cases, the prayer was 
rd and the request was granted. The person 
eiving an intercession holds, necessarily, a 
>erior station to the one that intercedes. — 
lile on eartd, Christ prayed, abundantly, for 
people ; he prayed for a wicked world, and 
his enemies ; he prayed for himself. When 
mi to leave the world, he assures his disci- 
s, '' And I will pray the Father, and he shall 
ve you another Comforter, that he may 
lide with you forever." 

12 
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These things being considered, that i 
Je3U3 is the Son of man, that he is a i 
betweea God and man, that be is an 
sor before God in behalf of the childrei 
a)) which characters or offices are ne 
inferior to the work of the divine being 
not wonder that he is often spoken t 
scriptures as a being subordinate to 
God, And when we reflect that Chr 
is not made known to us, and the du< 
the Trinity is not revealed, only in cont 
of the work of redemption, to which 
spective characteristics of the Saviour 
rily belong, it is reasonable to espec 
would be exhibited, more commonly, 
ordinate being. We need not wondf 
fore, that such a number of passages 
lure are found that speak of Chris 
character, but rather have much mor< 
to admire that his divine nature is so 
vealed. 

We shall now pay a little attentio 
texts that have been noticed, which i 
adduced todisprove the doctrine of the 
divinity of Christ. While suffering on 
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simply, as man ; and Jehovah was his God, as 
well as theirs. "My Father is greater than I." 
Christ is here presenting his character as 
Mediator, for it is a part of that solemn dis- 
course with his dsiciples, immediately before 
his suffering, in which he constantly refers to 
that event which !3 to finish his work, and by 
which he is to p;rocure eternal redemption for 
them and all his people* This was said the 
same night in which he was betrayed* It was 
the afflicted, humbled, forsaken mediator that 
said it. As such, his Father was, most truly, 
greater than he. 

The next passage to be noticed is one much 
insisted on by the opposers of the doctrine of 
the Trinity, who affirm that Christ Jesus speaks 
of himself as inferior in knowledge to the true 
God. "But of that day, and that hour, know- 
^eth no man, no not the angels which are in 
*heaven, neither the Son, but the Father.'' The 
Saviour is here speaking of the destruction of 
Jerusalem, or, more properly, of the final judg- 
ment* His object is to declare that the time 
of this event is k!iown to God only* And when 
he includes the Son with angels and men he 
must be speaking of the man Christ Jesus ; 
since Christ, in his higher capacity, is to be the 
final judge. And we cannot suppose that the 
Judge himself would be ignorant of his own 
coming* The Saviour says, in the same dis- 
course, "Then shall they see the Son of man 
^coming in the clouds, with ^t^%t ^c^n^^x %sA 



contradictory, unless we suppose that 
in the latter case, has a di fie rent meai 
what it has in the former, and that, ii 
instance, the term must be understoi 
human character, in which his mind \ 
ed, not knowing all things. — But furl 
this very discourse, Christ foretels th 
which shall be connected with his sec< 
ing. '^But in those days, after that tri 
'the sun shall be darkened, and the m 
*not give her light ; And the stars o 
^shall fall, and the powers that are ii 
'shall be shaken. And then shall the 
'Son of man coming in the clouds, wi 
'power and glory." Having foretold t] 
ceding and attendant circumstances of 
ing, it cannot be supposed that be n 
say that he, in the character in which h 
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This remark is made to the carping Jews, who 
were bitter in their enmity, and were seekin g 
to kill him because he had cured an impote nt 
man on the sabbath. He therefore tells them, 
"The Son can do nothing of himself, but whathe 
*seeth the Father do." As Son of man, simply, 
he cannot, and pretends not to do those works. 
But he possesses this power, in consequence 
of his union with the Father. Not by a com- 
mission from the Father, like a prophet ; for 
he performs the miracle in his own name ; hav- 
ing just said to the impotent man, before them 
all, "Rise, take up thy bed, and walk." While 
he admits that the son of Mary, whom they see in 
their company, could not do those mighty 
works, his beholders are taught that they are 
the effect of the energy of the invisible Deity 
dwelling within him. As is said in the Epistle 
to the Colossians, "For in him dwelleth ail the 
^fulness of the godhead bodily." This declara- 
tion, therefore, which we are now considering, 
more fully proves his divinity, as it is an as- 
surance to the Jews that there is no illusion, 
that they are under no mistake with regard to 
his human person, and that the miraculous 
healing of the impotent man, was the work of 
the eternal Spirit resting upon him. 

John xiy. 10. " The words that I speak 
^unto you, I speak not of myself; but the Fa- 
ther that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works." 
This passage sufficiently explains itself. ItU 

12* 
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not Je&u& the son of the carpenter, but< 
Father, that ie the mi^ty God dwelliogwi 
him, that doelh those wondrous works. 

John XVI. -33. " And ia that day je i 
'ask me nothing. Verily, verily, 1 aay 
you. Whatsoever ye shall ask the Fathi 
my name, he will give it you." The I 
Father, much used in this chapter, evidei 
means the true and supreme God. Chr 
teaching his disciples that he is soon t( 
Laken from them. It is their practice nov 
ask the favours, that they need, of him, tho 
on many accounts, one with ibem. When 1 
^one, they must apply to the invisible 1 
through his great interceBsion. They ca 
more ask of him, in that character whic! 
niiw sustains, for his humiliation will then 1 
*; eased. -This construction is confirmed by i 
ibllows. " I came forth from the Father, 
am come into the world : again, I leave 
world and go to the Father." He is soo 
drop his mortality, to close bis humiliation, 
f o return to that glory with the Father whic 
had in him before the world was. I cai 
see, therefore, that here is any prohibitioj 
praying to Christ in his exaltation ; but on 
ilirection to his disciples not to look for 
a^ain, in his present character. — In the s; 
rliscourse he says, " If ye shall ask any tl 
in my name, I will do it." If he is ablt 
'lo for his people all that they need, he n 
■00 a proper object oS ywset. 
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^ A few passages from other parts of the sacred 
writings, frequently adduced in opposition to 
the doctrine of the Trinity, will now be notic- 
ed. It is said that God promised ta Abra- 
ham that the Messiah should be of his seed*. 
This, certainly, is true, for he took on him the 
seed of Abraham. But the promise implies^ 
simply, that he should be a man, while it con- 
tains no intimation that he should be no more./ 
It is urged that he is fortold by Moses as a 

Erophet like unto himself. God says to Moses, 
^eut. XVIII ; ^4 will raise them up a Prophet 
^from among their brethren like unto thee.'' 
Many of the ancient prophets were illustrious 
types of Christ. Such were Abraham, and 
Jacob, and David, and Solomon. Eminently 
such was Moses. He was the instrument of 
delivering Israel from the bondage of Egypt, 
as Christ delivers his spiritual Israel from the 
bondage of sin. But no reasonable person will 
believe that Christ was to lie, in every respect, 
like the prophet by whom he was typified ; es> 
pecially, that he could be no more. 

It is prophesied of John the Baptist, that 
^^ he shall go before him in the spirit and pow- 
der of Elias.^' This spirit he might have, and 
yet be far greater than the prophet Elijah. 
For Christ says, " Among them that are born 
'of women, there hath not risen a greater than 
^John the Baptist." — Christ, in many things, 
was like to Moses, but in all, his superior. If 
Christ can be no more than Moses, because he 
is likened to him, we might argue that^ lae « 
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cause 6ie Psdmift calk bim, '■ My rock, nf 
'ferueu, iDj high tower," be cannot be a n> 
lionftl being. 

T-at be is promised to be of the family of 
Osfid proves no more than thai be is hi» off- 
spri'ig according to the flesh : while, in a much 
more important ^n^e. be is Dafid's root. 

It i* orged that the sacred writers oftenspwk 
of Christ, Mm ply. as a man. Acts ii. 23." Je- 
'eu6 of >'azareth, a man approved of God 
'amoQg you. by miracles, and wonders, awl 
'signs." Acts i»ii. " He hath appointed i 
'day io the which be wilf judge the world in 
'ri^teoasness, by that man whom he halh or- 
*dained." 1 Tim. ii. " There is one God, 
'and ooe Mediator between God and man, tbe 
'man Christ Jesus." Andr.Cor. xv. "For 
'since by man came death, by man came 
'the resurrection of the dead." It is granted 
that, in fbcse passages, Christ Jtsus is spoken 
of as man. But it will be observed that in 
each case he is contemplated as Mediator. 
This character we have shown to be subordin- 
ate to God. And the mediatorial work isper- 
formcd, principally, by his humanity. As Me- 
diator, he suffered under Pontius Pilate, be 
procured the resurrection of the dead, he 
diates between God and man, and, in this char- 
acter, he wil! judge the world. When, there- 
fore, he is spoken of in his mediatorial capaci- 
ty, it is reasonable to presume that he would 
he represented as mu\> \o4 ^aOci ^^^■^^ftsen- 
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tation can be no ai^ument, that I can conceive^ 
against his divinity. 

I notice but one passage more* T|iat is in 
the fifteenth of the first of Corinthians. " Then 
'cometh the end, when he shall have delifer- 
'ed up the kingdom to God, even the Father ; 
*when he shdl have put down all^rule, and all 
'authority and power. — And when all things^ 
^shall be subdued unto him, then shall the Son 
'also himself be subject unto him that put all 
'things under him, that God may beallinall.^' 
Christ Jesus, as Mediator, performs, as we 
have seen, a part subordinate to the Father. 
He acts, in this character, by a commission 
from him. As Mediator, he receives a king- 
dom. The kingdom of the redeemed Churclu 
During the continuance of his mediatorial work, 
this kingdom is incomplete. When it shall be 
completed, his work as mediator will be finish.- 
ed, he renders up his redeemed kingdom, ^^ a 
'glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or 
'any such thing,^' unto God, and the mediato- 
rial character of the Son is laid aside forever. 
The Son resigns himself to the Father, having 
finished his work, and God is all in all. I can 
perceive no other natural and reasonable illus- 
tration of this passage than this. If, however, 
we do not give it a correct interpretation, for it 
is not without its difiiculties, it seems, at least, 
not to be suited to make a reduction of the char- 
acter of Christ, as it is expressly declared that 
" he shall have put down all rule, and all au^ 
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•thority and power." And " he myst reign 
^till he hath put all enemies under his feet 
^The last enemy that shall be destroyed is 
^death." He who can subdue sin and deatii, 
and all the enemies of righteousness, cannot be 
less than divine. 

It must be obvious to all that have attended 
to the passages of scripture which have now 
been reviewed, and which are principally de- 
pended on by those who deny the divinity of 
Christ, that the most of them afford, no more 
than negative evidence in favour of their sentir 
ments. While they speak of the Saviour, they 
do not assert his divinity. Those in which his 
inferiority to the Father is declared appear to 
be most naturally applicable to bis humanity, 
or to his character of Mediator. At least, it 
must be evident to all, that, on these principles, 
every passage of this nature, applicable to 
Christ, admits of an easy and natural solution. 
His humanity, his mediation, his intercession, 
include the whole. While the immense mass of 
express, positive, and irresistible evidence, in 
favour of the Saviour's divinity, remains unaf- 
fected. I cannot perceive, after much reflec- 
tion, that this course of reasoning affects the 
proof of his supreme divinity, at all. 

And in view of all the objections which have 
been noticed, and which, so far as I know, are 
the most weighty that are made against the 
doctrines of the Trinity, it will be seen that 
they all may be obviated by a careful at ten- 
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•'CJn to the character of God, and the character 
*^ Christ, as given in the holy scriptures* By 
^^eping in mind that there is one God, in three 
l^ersons, infinite and incomprehensible, that 
•whrist is God and man, a Mediator and an eter- 
nal Redeemer, it will be found easy to under- 
stand the various testimonies of divine truth 
ttespecting God and salvation. 

On the other hand, suppose Christ to be a 
created or finite being, and the abundant de<- 
;larations of the word of God, respecting his di- 
nnity, are wholly inexplicable, unintelligible, 
ind absurd* In that case, the words of our 
lext, with numerous others of a similar charac- 
ier, must be wholly unmeaning and useless. 

If the passages of scripture, which we have 
endeavoured to explain in this discourse, have 
dot been explained correctly, in regard to their 
main object, the sacred writers must be left 
irith palpable contradictions. If Christ has 
laid "My Father is greater than I, — I can of 
^ mine own self do nothing:^' he has also said 
^*I and my Father are one, — I do the worka^ 

* of my Father, — All power in heaven and in 

* earth is given unto me." ff we receive tb# 
Bible as the word of tQod, these different de- 
clarations must be reconciled. By the divinity 
and humanity of Christ this can be done ; and 
I cannot perceive that it can be in any other 
way. 

Or if any would attempt to adduce theee* va- 
riant assertions againit the cborac^ti^^Qaaass^^ 
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let it be remembered that they were never 
coDsidered contradictory while he was afOB 
earth, since, no such charge, that we can leaiii, 
was ever brought against him. Thi:i, we ma; 
be sure, his enemies would not have omitted, 
could the charge have been sustained. 

The blessing at the close of the Epistle to 
the Romans has been adduced to show that Je- 
sus Christ if aot a proper object of worship. 
" To God only wise, be glory through Jesns 
'Christ forever." Look at (he conclusion of 
the next Epistle, and you will tind the solemn 
benediction, " The grace of our Lord Jesuj 
' Christ be with you." One is praise to God; 
the other is a prayer to Christ. Does the 
great Apostle, in these different passages, con- 
tradict himself? It must be so, if the fint 
ascription implies that Christ Jesus may DOl 
hi: worshipped. But this we shall not belieie 
of the apostle Paul, in a case so plain and ei- 
press. 

Oh let us, likeMary, sitat the feet of Christ, 
and receive the words of his holy truth, as k 
giiies Ikem, not obtruding our own fancies a | 
presumptuous desires, and we shall find flK' 
truth of God plain and easy. Christ's yoh 
is easy and his burden is light. " Blessed is . 
' he that readeth, and they that hear the words 
' of this prophecy, and keep those things which 

are written therein ; for the time is at hand." 



SERMON IX. 
JOHN I. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5. 

In the beginning was the Word^ <f'c. 

We now come to the last division of our sub- 
ject, which is, 

Thirdly, To consider some of the conse- 
quences which naturally result from the doc- 
trine of the divinity of Christ, as well as some 
of those which necessarily flow from the oppo- 
site sentiment. And 

1 . The first of these which will be men- 
tioned is that the great doctrine of Atonement 
is hereby illustrated and established. What- 
ever attempts have been made to argue and ex- 
plain upon this subject, it is always found that 
the atonement must depend on the divine char- 
acter of the Saviour. This truth has, indeed, 
very commonly, been admitted by those who 
deny the doctrine of the Trinity, and they 
do not hold to an Atotiement, in that sense 
in which we consider it to be taught in the 
word of God. They say that God can dis- 
pense with the execution of the penalties of 
bis own law, by his own sovereign act, and 
that he can be in no need of any thing of 
the nature of a reparalSDB, of any thing to 

13 
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make satisfaction for the violations of bis own 
righteous justice. They say, generally, that 
Chnst Jesus died in obedience to bis Fatber^s 
will ; that God so ordered events in bisholy pro- 
vidence that the enemies of Jesus rose against 
him to put him to death ; and he, seeing this, 
made no attempt to escape from their mali- 
cious rage, but freely submitted to the evil 
thus brought upon him. And that bis death 
manifested bis obedience to the divine will, 
and, at the same time, gave the fullest proof 
of his sincerity and confidence in the doctrines 
which he taught, being ready to die for their 
confirmation. In short, that he di^d just like 
a martyr. The martyrs have died willingly in 
obedience to the holy appointments of God, 
and for the confirmation of that truth which 
they have loved, believed, and taught. 

Some go a little farther, and say they con- 
clude, from the testimony of the scriptures, 
thajt there must be something in the death of 
Christy connected, in some way or other, with 
the salvation of the believer. Leaving it in 
that perfectly undefined, uncertain manner, 
destitute of any positive affirmation, which ad- 
mits of its being any thing or nothing. — You may 
as well say that there is no truth in the scrip- 
tures, as to give them that doubtful cast which 
makes them speak no intelligible or djeter- 
minate truth. But such is the natural result 
of all attempts to understand the work of the 
Mediator, when you take away his divinity. 
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There is something plausible in the asser* 
n that God mu§t have a right to dispense, 
h the penalties of his own law, and ean be 
DO need of a satisfaction, and cannot be sup- 
led to require a sacrifice inorder to the pardon 
the transgressor. That, from a sovereign act- 
mere goodness, he may pardoii and save 
3m he will. But such is not the nature of 
divine dealings, such is not the character of 
d, as exhibited in his word. In the admin- 
ation of the divine government, there is al- 
fs a fitness, a reasonableness^ in the vaifijous 
pensations, which commend themselve^ to^ 
understanding, to the conscience, of all intel* 
!nt and moral beings. It is evidently the pur- 
e of God to afford rational creatures some fur- 
r evidence of the wisdom and rectitude of his 
lings, than would arise from a mere im- 
:it confidence in his perfections. One may 
that God will do right, and it becomes us 
bow in submission before his holy wisdom. 
: how much more consoling is the thought, 

how does it exalt his wisdom and grace, 
believe that he will have all intelligent 
igs to see and be convinced of the wis- 
1 of all his dispensations ! 
^ook at tj:ie history of the flood. The wick- 
ess of man was great on the earth, and 
i says " I will destoy man, whom I have 
jated, from the face of the earth ;-*-yet hit 
f^ shall be an hundred and twenty years.'' 

directed Noah to build the. atk, ^^A^^ V«^> 



during IhiB period, a faithful preache 
. Thus, the most faithful a ' 



ate warnings and invitations were 
those disobedient transgressors, "v 
'the iong-suSering of God waited in I 
'Noah," that they might have escap 
ccutioa of divine justice. As they 
in disobedience and impenitence, 
this discipline, they were destroyet 
intelligencies will attest, forever, thi 
of God's deahngs. 

Similar to this have been the divi 
sations with men in every age. Ej 
narrative of the long series of the re 
Israel in Samaria, on account of v 
were broken up and carried capti 
the nations of the east. Their cha 
provocatioDB are particularly stated 
deahngs of God with them, by whi 
judgments are fully justified. Thus 
" For they served idols, whereof tht 
'said unto them, Ve shall not do i 
'Yet the Lord testified against 1 
'against Judah, by all the prophets, 
'the seers, saying, Turn ye from 
'ways. Notwithstanding they wouh 
'but hardened their necks, — And tht 
'hiii statutes and his covenant. — Wh< 
'Lord was very angry with Israel, an 
'them out of his sight." Thus tht 
subjects of his justice, as well as eve 
er, must he convinced oi ft\ft ■^to^':* 
divine appointments. 
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Under the similitude of a vineyard, G od rep-* 
resents,by the prophet Isaiah, bis great mercies 
to Israel, and their disobedience and rebel- 
lions. He then says, "And now, O inhabitants, 
^of Jerusalem, and men of Judah, judge I pray 
*you, betwixt me and my vineyard." He re- 
fers it to them to say whether he has not done 
every thing for his- vineyard that could be ex- 
pected from him ; all that could, with any pro- 
priety, he requested) and whether it be not 
perfectly reasonable that it now be destroyed. 

God says to Pharaohs, "And in very deed for 
Hhis cause have 1 raised thee up, for to shew 
*in thee my power ; and that my name may be 
^declared throughout all the earth." The ob- 
ject was to let all the earth know the true char- 
acter of God, and the true natuFe of his deal- 
ings* — God supported David, in his conflict 
withGoliah ; and the reason assigried is^ " that 
^the earth may knaw that there i&aGodin 
Israel." The Most High thus manifests his 
character to. the children of men, not to 
strengthen his own dominion, but to give them 
as rational beings a correct view of his prov- 
idential government, that all may be satisfied 
of the holy wisdom of his allotments. 

The most remarkable passage on this sub- 
ject, found in the scriptures, is in the thirty- 
second chapter of Deuteronomy. After no- 
.ticing the great provocations of Israel, God 
says, "I said I would scatter them into cor- 
'ners, I would make the rememberauce of 
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them lo cease I'rom among meii : Wer 
*lhai I /tared Ike wralk nf ike enemy, lei 
enemies should behave themselves strt 
"and lest they should say, Our hand is 
and the Lord hath not done all this." 
would not leave any grounds of triumj 
the wicked, he would not afford the urn 
any ocrasion to say he has forgotten his i 
nant with his people, or that the enemi 
righteousness have prospered, in any deg 
beyond what ht; saw lit to permit. His n, 
shall not be exposed to reproaches, in v 
of any reasonable beings, either righteous 
wicked. 

Testimonies of this kind might be iiK 
finitely multiplied ; but more is unnecessary.- 
The result of all is that there is a litiies?, a re. 
sonablcness, in the dispensations of (lod wit 
moral beings, which he means to have undei 
stood and approved by all who will impartiall 
contemplate the appointments of his wisdom.- 
For what purpose but this is there to be a gen( 
raljudgnient of the world? It cannot be to brio 
to light any facts in the view of the Jut^e, t 
enable him to make an impartial decision 
but that all rational creatures may see tb 
reasonableness of his decisions, and thatevei 
moiilh may be stopped. 

Now, my brethren, let us apply thes 
truths lo Redemption. If there has not bee 
made an all-sufhciciit sacrifice for sin, God 
sappoii^A to give u^ the ^e,aa.Uies of his lav 
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which says ^^the soul that sinneth shall die," 
to safier multitudes of guilty offenders to pass 
unpunished, and to be made eternally blessed, 
without any reason perceivable by created be- 
ings ; and, unless all are to be saved, to con- 
sign vast numbers to destruction, because, it 
would seem, his goodness could not save the 
whole. Or, at least, all is to us impervious 
uncertainty, and impenetrable gloom. — We 
have seen that not such is the nature of the 
divine dealings. Christ, the eternal Word, 
was made flesh and dwelt among us. He as- 
sumed the body which God had prepared 
him. The man Christ Jesus, by virtue of his 
union with the divine nature, is infinitely ex- 
alted, and his sacrifice is of infinite value. 
The Father gives him up to the smiter,- and 
hides his face from him, for he is put under 
the execution of the divine law, for the sins 
of the world. He suffers till eternal justice 
is satisfied, till he can say ^4t is finished/' In 
this way, the universe will see forever that 
not one jot or tittle of the law has failed, that 
the truth and justice of God are perfectly 
sustained, that the evil of sin is exhibited in 
the strongest light, that "God can be just 
'and the justifier of him that believeth in Je- 
*sus." Though every transgressor were par- 
doned and saved, the law of God is preserved, 
for it has received all that it claims. — Thus 
the scriptures teach that there is an immedi- 
ate connexion between the sacrifice of Christ 
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and the salvation of sinners. "When lliou 
'sbalt make his soul an oliering for sin, he shall 
'see his seed." Aod again ; "Thou shalt be 
'called The repairer of the breach, The w 
'storer of paths to dwell iu." 

It will readily be seen, that this view of the 
atonement requires the Mediator to be a dirine 
person. As a savriflcc is to be made for the sint 
of ihc world, as an oOcring is to be made to di- 
vine justice of the nature of an equivalent, fi\s 
created being, however esalted, could be ade- 
quate in any degree. — ChriBt says to hijfa- 
'ther, "Sacrifice and ofFering thou didst iwit 
'desire ; — Then said I, Lo, I come." No 
created olTering or sacrifice could be sufficient 
to purge away sin ; and, seeing this, Christ saysj 
Lo, I romf. And no one can ever have R 
doubt of the sufficiency of his great sacrifice, 
anil (if the reasonableness of bestowing pardoa 
upon lost sinners for his sake. 

a. In the divinity of the Saviour the bur- 
dened, guilty sinner finds a secure resting 
place, and a glorious foundation for hope. 
Every sinner that has seen himself, that knows 
in some degree, the plague of his own heart, 
that sees the guilt and vileness of his conduct 
lowardH God, that looks upon the holy purity 
and spirituality of the divine law, finds ttiat, 
jvitbout anintinite salvation, he is inevitably loat 
forever. He sees sin to be infinitely hateful 
and vile, and, in view of himself, he is ready to 
sa/ witli the AposUe, ' Of ?.\Tu.\eta I am chief,' 
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and that nothing less than an infinite atone- 
ment could ever make it consistent in God to 
bestow upon him pardoning mercy. He sees 
that eternal punishment is no more than he 
deserves, as the just threatening of the divine 
law, that no righteousness of his own can re- 
lease him from his desert, that nothing can 
do this but the inmiaculate righteousness of 
Christ. 

In addition to this consideration, the peni- 
tent believer sees himself to be corrupt, help- 
less, constantly dependent, unable to do any 
thing as he ought in theduties of the divine life, 
ever liable to depart from God, to offend, to 
fall, unless upheld by his rich, infinite grace, 
and guided in the way of obedience and truth. 
Where shall he look for help, whither shall he 
seek for an arm on which he can safely lean, 
where shall he rest his trembling fainting soul? 
Tell him of a human friend, refer him to an 
angelic helper, call all created strength and 
wisdom to his support, and he sees no comfort, 
no hope. He knows something of the cor- 
ruptions of his own heart, and of the snares of 
an ungodly world, and, with no other keeper or 
support than created aid, he knows that he shall 
run into sin, that he shall go on offending God, 
and go down to hell. 

No, my fellow sinner, longing to be exempted 
from the burden of sin, groaning under your 
corruptions, desiring to love and serve a holy 
God^ longing for a perfect coutoitoAV^ V'^Xivwi 



— such IB not your Saviour. Your " Redeerft- 
'er is strong ; The Lord of liosts is his tiame." 
Look at a divine Saviour, to whom is given all 
power in heaven and in earth, who says " I am 
'the Lord and there is noneeise," who lovett 
his own and loveth them unto the end, who ia 
long-suHering and gracious, forgiving iniquitj, 
transgression, and sin, who cannot foi^et biJ 
pcuple though a mother may forget her suck- 
ing child, who giveth them eternal hfe that 
no one can pluck them out of his hand^, and 
rest secure. In this grace jou may hope, on 
this strength you may rest. 

Another view of this subject is no less sup- 
porting to the humble believer. Sensible of 
his own extreme unworlhiness and vileness, 
he cannot bring his mind to the sentiment that 
the work of redemption has been undertaken 
and carried on, at such amazing e}fpeiice,mfre- 
ti/, for the sake of vile sii.ners, in every view, 
utterly unworthy. But when he finds that this 
work is the design of the holy Trinity, that each 
person ofthesacredTHREEperforms a part, that 
it is designed and performed for the honour of 
God, for the manifestation of his own glory, 
and that man is rather the instrument than 
the end of its accomplishment, all is clear and 
^satisfactory, and the success is sure. If it be 
for God's glory, his purpose cannot be fros- 
trateil, his design cannot fail. As a means of 
the display of divine wisdom, grace, and mer- 
/"^■, ihc humble \itiVi&\a^ w.*"} V\o^e and rely 
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that his own unworthy soul maj be brought 
to eternal life and heavenly glory. However 
unworthy, however guilty, his unworthiness 
and guilt will contribute to enhance the tri- 
uniphs of sovereign mercy, of infinite faith- 
fulness, of boundless love. And thus will he 
be prepared for a humble part in the ever- 
lasting song. 

3. The doctrine of Christ's divinity opens 
to the view of created beings the character of 
God. As the belief of the true God is the 
first principle of religion, nothing can be 
more important than correct views of his char- 
acter. All our views of a spiritual being 
must be, in a great measure, indistinct and 
confused, and but imperfectly suited to pro- 
duce that reverence, obedience, and love, 
which is due from creatures to their Creator. 
One may have some general impression of the 
existence and some of the attributes of God, 
viewed, simply, as a spiritual being. But our 
ideas of many of his perfections, of some of 
the most important parts of his character, 
must, necessarily, be exceedingly inadequate 
and defective. At least, this is the case with 
my own mind ; all my contemplations of God, 
viewed as a mere spiritual being, have this 
deficiency. But when we contemplate the 
character of God, made manifest in the flesh, 
when we behold him in Christ the Mediator, 
when we perceive him exhibited to patriarchs, 
prophets^ and apojstles, preseutm^ lo ic\^si ^^ 



we nave a percepucin ui uoa, cieai 
factory, whom we can coDsistentlj 
adore, in whom the soul can repose 
confidence for eternity. Tnsuch a c 
tion of our God, the anxioas mind 
something on which it can rest, i 
can approach, to which the heart 
forth in love, gratitude, and praise. 
Such a view of the divine charact 
by the apostle John, in the begini 
first Epistle. " That which was f« 
'ginning, which we have seen with 
'which we have looked upon, and 
'have handled, of the Word of lii 
'which we have seen and heard, dech 
'to you, that ye also may hare felloi 
'us." That God in whom we are ( 
whom we are to serve, is thus pre 
our senses. — Manv of the eminent s 
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uch an exhibition of divine truth as they often 
nadC) anct^ hacT never exhibited such lives of 
onformity to God, such zeal for his cause, and 
or the glory of his grace, as authorized the 
;reat apostle to say, " Wherefore God is not 
ashamed to be called their God." Without 
his, they would only have seen through a glass 
larkly, but then they beheld their Saviour face 
;o face. 

Such a view of the character of God gives 
is the fullest confidence in the divine promises. 
^Ve have seen that the natural and the moral 
vorld are under the dominion of Christ ; we 
iave witnessed his love and faithfulness to his 
>eople ; and, thus, we can confide that nothing 
-an or will prevent his performing all his pur- 
poses of mercy and love. 

As a further illustration of the present senti- 
kient, we may doubt whether any person ever 
loes have the idea of God, without some corpo- 
real image in his mind. We neccssarily^affix 
some material properties to a spiritual being, to 
is$ist our own conceptions. And this we are 
pvarranted in doing, by the example of the in- 
spired writers, who constaijitly speak of God as 
possessing human faculties and members. And 
this is done, for the reason already mentioned, 
to assist our conceptions of the divine charac- 
ter, at the same time that they declare that 
God is a spirit. Thus when we find that he 
has assuifted our nature, in the person of Christy 
'we are, in a sense, let into the Vve.^ o^\^^'a^i'^'cv. 

14 
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beholding God in his glory. Instead of wan- 
dering in the benighted regions of fancy or 
conjecture, we behold a God whom we can 
know, whom we can serve and love. 

4. The doctrine of the divinity of Christ 
exceedingly elevates and exalts our holy re- 
ligion. This thought I shall not pursue far, in 
this place, as it may be resumed, in a differ- 
ent form. At the head of Christianity, that 
religion which brings us to a knowledge of 
God, which points out all our duties to him and 
our fellow-men, which is our only support un- 
der the severe trials of life, and our only hope 
for the time to come, is Christ. He is its au- 
thor, its foundation, and its end. He is the 
root and offspring of David, the bright and 
morning star. In proportion, then, to the im- 
portance, the properties, the dignity, of his 
character, must be the worth of that religion 
which came from him. When we see its au- 
thor to he both Lord and Christ, him that is 
worshipped by all the angels round the throne, 
whom the winds and seas obey, who controuls 
disease and holds life and death in his hands, 
who will reign over all the redeemed forever 
and ever ; who shall not reverence his holy 
gospel, trembling at its terrors, hoping in the 
greatness of its grace, rejoicing in the security* 
of its promise? ? 






SERMON X. 

JOHN L 1,2, 3, 4, 5. 

t the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God, <^c» 

We now proceed to consider, briefly, some 
f the consequences which result, unavoida- 
ly, from a denial of the divinity of the Sa- 
iour. This part of the subject could, easily, 
nd perhaps profitably, be extended to a con* 
iderable length. But it is necessary for us to 
e as concise as may be. A few things will be 
oticed. 

1. It is obvious to remark that such a senti- 
lent brings down, exceedingly, the character 
f Christ. Whatever he may be supposed to 
e, whether a man, or an angel, or one greater 
lan an angel, or the highest of all beings ere- 
ted or derived from God, he is infinitely be- 
>w the divine being. In either of these char- 
cters, he ceases to be self-existent, to be eter- 
d, or almighty, he ceases to be a proper ob- 
jct of worship, he is no longer able to pardon 
r save a sinner. Indeed, it can make no es- 
mtial difference what character you ascribe 
> him, if he be not truly God. In either case 
5 can possess nothing but a delegated authori- 
'', none but a derived power. Whether ia 
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heaven or in ear^i, he is not essentially differ- 
ent, in his nature, from Gabriel, or from M o^es 
and Elijah. You have taken him from the 
throne, where Stephen saw him and worship- 
ped him with his dying breath, and placed him 
in the rank of created beings, creatures of yes- 
terday. 

When Mary, the faithful disciple, went to 
the sepulchre to find the body of her Saviour, 
she looked in and saw two angels where the 
body of Jesus had been lying, but saw no man. 
The angels said to her, "Woman, why weep- 
^est thou ? She saith unto them, Because they 
-have taken away my Lord, and I know not 
^where they have laid him." No wonder she 
wept. Her Lord, her hope, her all, was gone. 
\ We also may say, to those who would divest 
the Lord Jesus of his divinity. They have taken 
away my Lord* As a Saviour, faithful and 
true, he is gone. We may add, ' we know not 
'where they have laid him,' for they have not 
provided us, and they cannot provide us, with 
another. Behold the Lord Jesus, at the bar of 
Pilate, or suspended on the hill of Calvary, or 
agonizing for a lost world in the garden of 
Gethsemane, or sitting on the throne of final 
judgment, and you look with comparative in- 
difference, if he be not our Lord and our God* 

2. The denial of Christ's divinity tends, in 
a great degree, to diminish the worth of the 
holy scriptures, and to destroy our confidence 
m their perfection and divine authority. Jl 
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^vill hardly he denied, by any considerate per- 
son who has attended to this subject, that an 
impartial stranger, who never saw the Bible, 
and never heard of this question, if brought to 
read the sacred volume with attention, would 
be convinced that the doctrine of the divinity 
of Christ is there clearly taught. All unlearn- 
ed readers, and all who had not their opinions 
and prejudices on this subject previously fixed, 
^would perceive this doctrine fully and abun- 
dantly inculcated in the word of God. This 
is the more evident from the fact that all who 
oppose the doctrine always resort to criticism, 
to laboured explanation, and minute construc- 
tion, to maintain their sentiment. 

All who oppose the doctrine of the Trini- 
ty, so far as I know, attempt to alter the com- 
mon reading of the Bible. The first objection, 
usually, is to the translation. That our version 
does not correspond with the original. This 
argument, however, soon fails, as it is well 
known that our translation is uncommonly cor- 
rect, and the meaning of the original can be 
easily ascertained. 

Driven from this ground, they make a bolder 
advance, and assert that the sacred text is cor- 
rupted, that we do not have it in its original 
purity, as written by the inspired prophets and 
apostles. They affirm that various passages 
have been added, and ought now to be expung- 
ed from the sacred volume. That, in some 
instances, words and Sentences are omitted, 
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aud ouglkt now to be inserted, tu cetider Ibe ' 
test correct. — Some Unitarians go still far- 
ther, and contend that a part ouly of the »« 
i:rcd volume is to be considered as of diviac: 
authority. That a portion of it is theworda 
God, as spoken by him, and much of the resi- 
due is to be viewed, merely, as correct hiBtorj. 
And that mauyof the remarks and opinions of 
the inspired nrilci's arc to be estimated ae hu> 
man authority, and not as the testimony of 
Cioil. — Others hold that the New Testament is 
to be considered as containing the chrislian 
system; while the Old Testament is, pritia- 
pally, limited to the Jewish dispensation, and 
is not, to us, a standard of divine truth. 

While I pass over these absurd and corrupt 
opinions, I mean not to admit that they cannot, 
any and all of tliem, be fully answered; and 
^bowti, upon the true principles of argument 
and sound criticism, to be untrue. It i»e«sy 
I.) prove, by the most conclusive reasoning, 
i.liat the whole of the fiibic is the word of God, 
Liid is now of divine authority to us and to all 
tncii. And it has been before shown, in these 
tli^L-ourses, (hiit the watchful providence of 
(•od lias preserved his word from mutilation 
and change. 

'i'iii'^i; priors and practices have now been 
nolici'd to show the tendency iind efVect of Iht 
denial of a divine Saviour. We need notwoa- 
■Icr that those who get into this course are ear- 
ned (0 such lengths. * Wheo a peraoD ence 
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permits himself to take liberties with the 
scriptures, and to make alterations to accom- 
modate them to his own views, we may well 
expect that his conscience will be seared, and, 
as his heart will constantly meet with unwel- 
come truths, he will find no place to stop. He 
takes the volume of God, which the Lord Je- 
sus died to purchase from heaven, and strikes 
€yut, one part after another, till little, little is 
left. 

But in the most moderate state of this opin- 
ion, it is easy to perceive how one's reverence 
for the scriptures, and confidence in their di- 
vine authority, must be nearly destroyed. If 
a doctrine of so much importance in the chris- 
tian system,' as that of the essential character 
of Christ, cannot be ascertained but by the aid 
of learned criticism, and various deviations 
from the natural import of gospel truths, who • 
can trust in any of its testimonies ; what evi- 
dence can we have that any other doctrine is 
made more plain ; and who can believe that 
THIS VOLUME proceeded from the ^jply 
wisdom and goodness of God ? The scrip- 
tures were given for the purpose of making lost 
sinners wise unto, salvation. Of these, how 
small a portion are persons of critical learning, 
sufficient to understand the various reasoning 
isually resorted to by those who disown the 
jacred Trinity ! The scriptures might as well 
lave been kept forever in their original lan- 
guages, and never have been translated into 



the vemaculaf tongues of christian nations- 
If such is the character of the holy scripttrrcf, 
the Bible must be viewed as a rolumc of iiK* 
certain mystery, the distressed sinner, alaimrf 
at the Ihouglit of his transgression against God, 
wniilfl not venture to go to it for relief, and 
the humble soul could no more say, " hen* 
'love I thy law, it is my meditation all the day." 
If the scriptures are the word of God, Ihey 
are perfect ; if they are not, they are unwo^ 
thy to guide the faith, or tix the hope of ail 
immortal creature, going into eternity. You 
may as well give up the word of God, entire- 
ly, calling it a cunningly devised fable, ns lo 
give it a character of lawless uncertainty, COD- 
■ sisting of doctrines and precepts wliicTi nocne 
can ascertain. 

3. A denial of the divinity of Christ leads lo 
almost every erroneous opinion respeclitig rE- 
ligion. This naturally follows from what has 
just been observed in regard to the authority of 
the scriptures. If our contidehce in that sa- 
cred testimony is lost, nothing remains to pre- 
serve us from the multitude of errors to which 
an unholy heart is inclined, and to which an 
ungodly world affords innumerable templa- 
tioiii. Take away that standard of truth, and 
there is no error to Which we are not expoEed. 

To mention some of the errors to which this 
i'lutinieiit (feads, it may be observed thata de- 
nial ol' the Deity of Christ, as we have already 
-'-'■ii. ?,*!*» aside his atonement. An atouemenl 



for sin, we have shown, cannot be made but bj? 
a divine person. And, without such an atone- 
ment, I see not how any one, that knows his 
own guilt and corruption, and the holy strict- 
ness of the divine law, can hope to obtain sal- 
vation. 

The same sentiment also leads to the doc- 
trine of universal salvation. If no atonement 
for sin be necessary, if God can pardon sinners 
of his mere goodness, and if his goodness is 
infinite, why shall not every sinner receive par- 
don and eternal life ? — This error naturally 
follows the sentiment we have now in view, in 
another way. If a created being can be the 
Saviour of sinners, if a man or an angel can 
perform this work, so as to save countless mil- 
lions from hell, in whatever manner it be done, 
their sins cannot be very great, and they must 
be easily overlooked. Of course, it is to be 
presumed that none will be made miserable 
forever. 

With these errors, the doctrine of total de- 
pravity, and that of sovereign grace, so much 
inculcated in the scriptures, fall at once. If a 
created Saviour be sufficient, if no atonement 
for sin be necessary, it can hardly be supposed 
that the heart is totally sinful, that the carnal 
mind is enmity against God ; or that the sove- 
reign grace of God is necessary to the salvation 
of a sinner. — Other erroneous sentiments, na- 
turally flowing from a rejection of the doctrine 
of the Trinity, might easily be added, were it 
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necessary. We would only subjoin, in thU 
place, that all these opinions are very com- 
monly held by such as disown the divinity of 
our Lord. 

4. The Unitarian sentiment sets aside the 
special work of the Holy Spirit. All who de- 
ny the divinity of the Son do the same by the 
Holy Ghost. The Holy Spirit, as spoken of in 
the scriptures, they hold to be merely a power, 
or an operation, of God. Thus the appro- 
priate work of the divine Sanctifier, in the sal- 
vation of sinners, is set aside. The doctrine of 
Regeneration falls. The divine operations of 
the Spirit of God, in his striving with sinners, 
in renewing and building up his people, in 
working in them to will and to do the works of 
righteousness, in preparing and ripening them 
for heavenly glory, seem to be no part of the 
faith of the great salvation. We thus find that, 
where these sentiments prevail, those who em- 
brace them do not usually believe in revivals 
of religion, by the operations of the Holy 
Spirit, they do not look and pray for them, and, 
what is still more painful, it is seldom that they 
have them. 

5. The sentiment now in view is eminently 
calculated to lead a sinner into fatal security, 
and quiet him in his sins. If a created Saviour 
can take away sin, it can be no great evil, no- 
thing about which we need have any great 
alarm, and nothing which can expose one to 
jjroal danger in the world to come. If God 
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pardons sin without an atonement, it must be 
easily done ; and, if repentance be required, 
the procrastinating, sin-serving, transgressor is 
ever saying to himself, ' That can be done at 
any time,' and he is ever saying to his con- 
science, * Peace and safety.' 

The practical danger, and immoral tendency 
of these sentiments follow of course, and the 
hardened sinner, forgetting that God is angry 
with the wicked every day, and that no unclean 
thing shall ever enter into his holy kingdom, 
goes on in the service of his corruptions, say- 
ing, " 1 shall have peace, though I walk in the 
^imagination of my heart, to add drunkenness 
to thirst.'^ 

6. When a divine Saviour is taken from the 
gospel system, there seems to be nothing re- 
maining on which the anxious mind can rest. 
This error, as we have seen, prepares the way 
for others, to an indefinite extent. The chris- 
tian scheme loses its consistency, its harmony, 
its power, and the anxious enquirer finds no- 
thing to satisfy his heart, his conscience, or his 
understanding. Thus, it has always been the 
fact, that no uniformity of sentiment has exist- 
ed among those that deny the Saviour's divini- 
ty. Though they unite in saying that he is not 
6od, they never agree in what he is. Some 
esteem him a higher, and some a lower order, 
among created beings, with almost every inter- 
mediate grade that can be conceived. And it ^ 
is not ord/nariJy , the case that t\\e 0^^^^^"^*^ ^'^ 



ihe same person remain stationary. Those 
who entertain such sentiments usually advanw 
from step to step, most commonly, placing (he 
Lord that bought them, and his holy word, 
lower and lower, lill they are, unexpectedly, 
called to hia bar, to see and know tohathe is. 

All this is to be expected. For such as can 
shut their eyes against such testimonies ofGod, 
as those that declare Christ to be a divine per- 
son, may well bo supposed liable to fall into 
<tny error whatever. Antl it is well known thai 
error, of every degree, is always congenial M 
Ihe at&ctiona of a corrupt and sinful heart. 
We may also conclude, with safety, that i 
■ righteous God will send a judicial blindness 
and herdacss of heart, Upon those who tboi 
reject his Son, and aeelt to despoil him of hi: 
glory. For thus he has declared, il Thess 
n. " And for this cause God shall send then 
'strong delusion, that thay should believe a lye 
-that they all might be damned who bclievei 
iiol the truth, bnthad pleasure in unrighleouf 
iiess," They believed not the truth becaui> 
(hoy had pleasure in unrighteousness. 

7. The sentiment now in view esceedinjli 
debases and degrades the religion of the gos 
pel. This religion is Christ's, this gospel i; 
his, and its worth depends, in a great degree 
on his individual character. Do we see in tin 
author of this system of precept and duty, o 
promise and threatening, of rewat^ and puD 
ishmeut, merely a man, a man of the grcales 
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wisdom and goodness; or a created person 
greater than any that has been made, yet began 
to exist but a little time since, comparatively, 
and, like: us, dependent for the continuance of 
his being on the gracious keeping of his Crea- 
tor ? Do we call him our Saviour, and do we 
present all our religious worship through one 
we call Jesus Christ our Lord, who, like Moses 
and Paul, wrought miracles by the assistance 
and power of God, who spake divine truth as 
he instructed him, and who, of himself, is una- 
ble to perform what we have been wont to call 
" exceeding great and precious promises" ? 
Who is this Rock on which the Church is built, 
where the weary fainting believer hopes to 
rest, when the storms of licentiousness and er- 
ror overspread the world ? — Is it a Prophet, is 
it one of our corrupted race, is it one that has 
seen but a moment of eternity, that can be- 
hold but a speck in the great designs of provi- 
dence, that may have had but a glimpse of the 
unfathomable counsels of Jehovah ? Is this 
he at whose birth the angelic host awaked their 
highest notes of praise, at whose death the 
earth trembled, the sun withdrew its light, and 
the heavenly throng were silent with unuttera- 
ble amazement ? — JNo; that was another; that 
was the earth's author, and heaven's eternal 
king. — My brethren, I cannot proceed; too 
painful is the theme. A contemplation of {fie 
consequences, of the long list of errors and 
evils, that necessarily follow a denial of the 
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dif-ioe character of Christ, looking at 
ml ruin brought upon iininortal sitm 
the dishoDour cast upon the Lord o 
especially, when we perceive the Sav 
spoiled of the glories of his mediatori 
as well as of hi; e^eatial character ; a 
we contemplate that religion, which ■ 
supposed to bf^ the glory of immod 
turcs, and the highest manifestation of 
fecttons of God, sinking into a systeii] 
morality, or frozen philosophy, it is t' 
to be borne. — My dear hearere, I stati 
this place, a^ a teacher of divine truth 
of yourfellow-sinners called lo intrea 
be reconciled to God, in the name of ( 
who is not divine. I proclaim not th 
euings of eternal justice, 1 declare 
promises of heavenly grace, hut by t 
mand of HIM "who openeth and 
'abutteth, who shutteth and no man o[ 

IMPROVEMENT. 

I . In the review of this whole sab 
arc naturally led to reSect on tho ex 
and fulness of divine truth. Those o 
have heard, attentively, the most or all 
discourses, have felt, I presume, a d 
su^rize, to find such a great variety, ; 
feet fulness, of testimony, to the divii 
acter of Christ. I have, certainly, i 
myself. In looking over the proofs w 
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viousl J arise, we find them accumulating upon 
US in such a manner, that it is much more diffi* 
cult to satisfy ourselves in the selection, than 
to find a sufficiency to estahlish the truth. As 
there can he no more important doctrine in the 
christian system than that of the Saviour's di- 
vinity, we may well be persuaded that it would 
be made positive and plain. And such, by the 
divine favour, we find it to be. The Holy 
Spirit has not left us to grope in uncertainty, 
but has written the vision and made it plain, 
that he may run that readeth it. On this sub- 
ject, also, the scriptures seem to have cleared 
the ground, so that the objections and ai^u- 
ments urged against the doctrine are easily ob- 
viated, and appear, on examination, lighter 
than we should be led to expect. 

These general observations apply to all the 
essential doctrines of the gospel. God has 
made known his truth, he has presented it 
clearly before us, that we may learn the way 
of righteousness, that our souls may live. 
^^ Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear 
'the words of this prophecy, for the time is at 
'hand." 

2. Our subject suggests the true cause of 
the many errors that prevail in the christian 
world respecting Christ and his salvation. 
It is the blindness of the human heart, and the 
love of sin. The Lord Jesus is denied, many 
would despoil him of his essential glory, be- 
cause he is the enemy of all sin. It is not for 



These are motives sufficient to iad 
tudes to resist the cleareEt testimo 
vine truth. 

Why did not those who saw Chrit 
earth, who beheld his miracles and 
his holy liTc, and heard him speak aa 
spake, become his followers and fi 
was because he required thein to d« 
liness, to take up tbeir cross, and f( 
This was the reason, and this was a 

Error, of every kind, relaxes the ■ 
to godliness, and diminishes the dan 
It is, therefore, readily seized by 
heart, by an unholy life, by an iingo 
as a shelter from the holy wrath of: 
God. — When Paul preached Chris 
gospel, with great plainness and 
" some believed the things which we 



Many shall be purified, and made white, and 
:ried ; bat the wicked shall do wickedly : and 
lone of the wicked shall understand ; but 
he wise shall understand.^^ These things will 
ot defeat the counsels of grace, nor frustrate 
le holy designs of Christ the Saviour. " For 
^bat if some did not believe ? shall their un- 
belief make the faith of God without effect ? 
Sod forbid." 

3. How certain, and hoij^ terrible must be 
le final destruction of all the enemies of 
!hrist. Those who do not believe in him, in 
ospel lands, where the word of his truth is 
nown. do thus, because they like not his holi- 
ess and his righteous justice. They are not 
illing to acknowledge him as their Lord and 
leir God. Of all such, Christ says in the 
arable, " But those mine enemies, which 
vould not that I should reign over them, 
)ring hither and slay them before me." Such 
haracters will be particularly in view at the 
econd coming of our Lord. " When the Lord 
Jesus shall be revealed from heaven, with his 
nighty angels, in flaming fire, taking vengeance 
on them that know not God, and that obey not 
the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ ; who 
shall be punished with everlasting destruction 
from the presence of the Lord, and from the 
glory of his power ; when he shall come to be 
glorified in his saints, and to be admired in all 
them that beheve." — The gospel of Christ re- 
quires all to love, to worshvip, to oV^c^^ Vccoi^'^ 
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their Lord. Those, who" do not comply xi 
these requirements, do not obey his gospel, s 
are exposed to these denunciations of the wi 
and vengeance of God. 

It is said by the apostle Petftr, " For the ti 
'is come that judgment must begin at the ho 
'of God ; and if it first begin at us, what si 
'the end be of them that obey notthegospc 
'God ?" We have seen that the denial 
Christ proceeds from the corruptions of an 
holy heart. And it is also found, when i 
dangerous sentiment is once admitted, wl 
a helpless dependent sinner has once darec 
despoil Christ of his divine glory, he usually 
vances in his errors and blindness, denj 
more and more of Christ and his gospel, i 
becoming more calloused in guilt, till his j 
bation is closed, and he enters upon an uncha 
ing eternity. — 1 believe it to be a most sole 
truth, that few, very few, who give themsel 
up to disclaim the essential character of tl 
Saviour, are ever reclaimed from their error 
brought to true repentance. 

We are assured that, in the latter days, en 
ists of this kind shall arise. "There shall 
'false teachers among you, who privily si 
'bring in damnable heresies, even denying 
'Lord that bought them, and bring upon th< 
'selves swift destruction." 

The Lord Jesus, who is denied by the ung 
ly and unbelieving, is himself to be the Ju( 
of all. All who live in impenitence, with 



God in the world, neglecting the calls and dis* 
regarding the holy precepts of the gospel, are 
virtually denying Christ the Saviour. As is 
said in the Epistle to Titus ; " They profess 
^that they know God 5 but in works they deny 
'him.'' All such, stupid and secure in sin, put- 
ting off the day of serving their Lord, must be 
soon brought before him, when his eyes shall be 
as a flame of fire. He is no longer a compas- 
sionate inviting Saviour, he is an inexorable 
Judge, who will appoint for all their portion for 
eternity. All the impenitent are now confirm 
ed in their iniquity, their opposition to Christ 
will continue forever, and forever justify the 
execution of a Saviour's wrath. The suffer- 
ings of the wicked in the future world will 
never bring them to repentance, but will only 
increase their opposition to the holy Saviour. 
Thus he will subject tliem to the execution of 
his wrath, forever and ever. 

4. Glorious and perfect is the security of tht, 
humble believer, and of^the Church of the 
Lord Jesus. The friends of Christ rest upon 
their Lord, hoping in his mercy, trusting in his 
power and grace. They will not be deceived. 
Their Saviour is the mighty God, heaven is his 
throne, the earth is his footstool, he has pur- 
posed to redeem his people, and he cannot 
change. He has given them great and pre- 
cious promises, and all his truth is pledged 
for their performance. He knows the weak- 
ness and imperfections of his people ; he is 
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acquainted with their temptations, their dark- 
ness, and discouragements; he is a witness 
of all their struggles, their laborious efibrti 
against sin and the snares of an ungodly world, 
and says, ^^My grace shall be sufficient for you.'' 
He well knows the anxieties and fears of his 
people, and tells them, ^^ will never leave thee 
*nor forsake thee." The presence of the di- 
vine Emmanuel fills the universe, wherever his 
people may be, there is their Lord, to enlighten, 
to guide them to life and endless glory. 

On this almighty Saviour rests the Church, 
lie is " a stone, a tried stone, a precious cor- 
'ner-stone, a sure foundation." Long has this 
little flock been in affliction and suffering, long 
has it sojourned in the wilderness ; mj'sCerious 
have been the appointments of Heaven con- 
cerning it : but its glorious Watchman has nev- 
er slumbered nor slept. Its Lord and its Sa- 
viour is On the throne, the reins of government 
are in his own hands, he suffers his cause to 
labour and suffer as his own perfect wisdom 
shall direct, that, in the end, it may come out 
of the furnace purified like gold. 7'he pow- 
ers of error and ivickedness shall go as far as hf^ 
may permit, and no farther. And these tempo- 
rary successes of evil will prepare the way for 
the more glorious triumphs of his grace, and 
the more perfect rejoicing of his people. " If 
'Christ be for us, who can be against us ?" 

5. How perfect and glorious is the exalta- 
tion of Christ. His enemies have long la- 



soared to take from him his crown, to deprive 
lim of his divine glory, but they have laboured 
.n vain. Fear not, O believer, your Lord and 
Saviour is secure. He is THE LORD OUR 
RIGHTEOUSNESS, and he will sit forever 
>n the throne of the heavens. He holds the 
ceys of hell and of death : these will rage as 
tar as he may see fit to permit, but, himself, 
:he Eternity of Israel, is infinitely beyond their 
[>ower. Your faith, my hearers, in the divine 
fierfections of your Saviour, stands not in the 
Dvisdom of man, but in the eternal truth of 
ieaven, and will never be shaken. 

*' Behold the Lamb of God that taketh away 
•the sins of the world." Long has he been re- 
jected and set at nought by a world whom 
he died to save. Soon will he rise from his 
seat and ride forth in his glory. Hitherto has 
he kept his people, a little flock, like a tender 
lamb, in the arms of his love. From the tem- 
pest and the storm, he has been its shelter and 
defence : from every enemy, its covert and hi- 
ding-place. 

Soon will his chariot of salvation ride over 
the earth, gathering countless millions to his 
fold, while all his incorrigible enemies will be 
trampled under his feet. The day of the 
Church's prosperity, the period of the Re- 
deemer's triumphs on earth, is drawing nigh. 
A nation will be born in a day ; — the number- 
less tribes of Adam will crowd his temple-gate 
Svith supplications and praise. A few ages 



will roll away, iiod hk house will be &1I. 
ery maiiHioa prepared on high i| occuf 
everj note in th^song of Rc^cinption i^ stn 
— tbe' sufferer of GethsemaneiUie prison 
Gabbatha^th^ criminal of Calvary sees ol 
frerail of Tiia soul and ja satisfied. Hea? 
irradiated with t^ beams of his gloiy. 
song of eternity is be^uD. Unto hiu ■: 

LOVED us ANU WASEIEU VS rROH OCR Sir 
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